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PURE VERMONT MapLE SyrUP IS 100% NATURAL>- Vermont Mapie Festival April 24/ 25 & 26 

a product of the beautiful native forests of the Gre^M ,, inSt. Albans! m 

•Mountain State. Most pancake syrups aie imitations^ p or i n f orma p on , cóntact www.cit.state.vt.us/agric, / 
comąining preservatives, artificial ingredientś, and >, cali (802 ) 828-2416, ór write to Vertrtont Mapie at 1 
mapie syrup. Insist on Pure Verrpont Mapie * j ^ State Street, D n/Wer 20, Montpelier, VT 05620- 
Syrup roftlie' clĄssic tlavor, essential vitamins and. -i. t ^ 2901. You may also circle the readers* 1 , service card 
mjjaeralyhat Mothei Naturę piovides. It s^simply the i num ]- )er belowCo receive additionąl mfojmation. 
hńest av£ulable łnywhere. ^ - r - ' 1 


'/ V "*VeriW^nt Maple Sugar Makers^lssoc/iation • Vermont Maple Festivai,Inc. 
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, , MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE 

Celebrate centuries of a 

proud tradition. FEB 0 4 1998 

Pure Vermont Mapie Sy!rif)F- RY 
it's the world's best! 


1. Border Farm Maples, 

Derby Linę 

Our family business is located 
in Northern Vermont one-half 
mile off 1-91 Exit 29. Our 
delicious mapie syrup meets 
the reąuirements necessary to 
ąualify for the Vermont Seal of 
Quality. Ali sizes in plastic or 
tin shipped anywhere within 
24 hours. Cali 802-873-3240, 
802-873-3941, 802-873-3328. 

Visa or MC accepted. RS# 233 

2. Carpenter Sugar House, 

Cabot 

100% pure certified organie 
mapie syrup madę by multi- 
generational sugarmakers. We 
welcome visitors anytime. A 
smali family operation using 
buckets, pipeline and horses. 

Three miles from Lower Cabot. 

Mail order available. MC/VISA. 

For morę information write 
P.O. Box 93, Cabot, Vermont 
05647. Phone 802-426-3331. 

RS# 234 

3. Couture's Mapie Shop, 

Westfield 

We're a family-operated busi¬ 
ness making mapie syrup, can- 
dies, cream, lollipops, dressing 
and gift packages. Stop by our 
mapie shop (open year 'round, 
buses welcome) or cali us for 
mail order service, from corpo- 
rate gifts to family presents. 

We're also on the Internet at 
www.pbpub.com/couture.htm. Free 
brochure. 802-744-2733, 1-800-845-2733. 
RS# 134 

4. Dakin Farm, Ferrisburgh 
Si South Burlington 

Treat yourself to the finest mapie syrup, the 
most delicious, tender ham, and morę, pre- 
pared with pride and care by a Vermont 
family business using traditional methods. 
Sugar-on-Snow parties every weekend in 
March! Free Catalog. To order: 1-800-993- 
2546 orwww.dakinfarm.com. Route 7, Fer¬ 
risburgh 05456 or 100 Dorset Street, S. 
Burlington 05403. RS# 235 

GoodridTs Mapie Farm, Cabot 

Northern Vermont's largest sugarhouse 
open to public. Route 2, Cabot, VT 05647. 
800-639-1854. 
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5. Greenrange Farm, Whiting 

We produce the finest 100% pure Vermont 
mapie syrup in our secluded sugarhouse, 
overlooking the Green Mountains. We are 
located on Needham Sawyer Road, off 
Route 73 in Sudbury. For morę complete 
directions and ordering information, please 
cali 802-623-8603. Our product carries the 
Vermont Seal of Quality. Seasonal. RS# 236 

Green's Sugarhouse, Poultney 

Finest ąuality corporate & personal mapie 
gifts. Brochure. 1846 Finel Hollow Rd., 
Poultney, VT 05764. 802-287-5745. 

6. Mapie Grove, St. Johnsbury 

One of Vermont's top attractions. Visit the 
oldest and largest mapie syrup and candy 
factory in the ll.S.A. established in 1915. 
Guided tours through our factory and Sugar 
House Museum. Enjoy our mapie candy 


samples while viewing our video. 
Shop in our spacious Cabin Storę 
with factory direct prices. Free 
brochure and catalog: 167 Port- 
land Street, St. Johnsbury, VT 
05819. 802-748-5141. RS# 237 

7. Morse Farm Sugar House, 
Outdoor Museum & 

Country Storę, Montpelier 

Morse's Woodshed Theater, Farm 
Life Dioramas and Mapie Trail 
tell the story of Vermont mapie 
from tap to table, and their Coun¬ 
try Storę with seasonal harvest 
and holiday farm stands offers 
Vermont specialties which are 
shipped worldwide. Free tours 
and tastings daily, year-round on 
Main Street/County Road, Mont¬ 
pelier, VT 05602. 802-223-2780, 
800-242-2740, or 
Maplespeak@AOL.com. RS# 200 

8. Shadowbrook Farms, Fairfleld 

Shadowbrook is a smali family 
farm featuring an 1800-tap sugar- 
bush, catalog sales of mapie syrup 
and farmhouse products, two 
guest rooms, working vacations, 
horseback riding, hay rides, farm 
tours, x-country skiing and much 
morę. Open year-round. Cali for 
directions or drop in anytime. 
Children and pets always wel¬ 
come. 802-524-7062. RS# 239 

Sugarwoods Farm, Glover 

Free Brochure. Mail Order Syrup, Cream, 
Candy. RFD 2, Box 158, Glover, VT 05839. 
1-800-245-3718, Fax 802-525-4103. 

9. Trapp Family Lodge, Stowe 

Guests join in the harvesting of sap on Bel- 
gian horse-drawn sleighs. Ski or snowshoe 
to our sugarhouse and view the old-fash- 
ioned sugaring process, a Trapp family tra¬ 
dition dating back to the 1950's. Weekly 
Sugar-on-Snow parties. Bring home Trapp 
family private-label syaip. Ask about our 
"Tap atTrapp's" Package. 800-826-7000. 
www.trappfamily.com. RS# 240 

10. Vermont Mapie Outlet, Jeffersonville 

We produce our own mapie syrup and carry 
mapie products, Vermont cheeses, cob- 
smoked meats and Vermont specialty 
foods. We customize gift boxes or order 
from our FREE MAIL ORDER CATALOG. 
802-644-5482, 800-858-3121. 
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There’s so much to do 

IN Vermont, ONE ROUTE 

just wasn’t enough. 
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Reyeling in Winter 


T his last winter, Vermont was ąuietly invaded 
by owls. And not just any owls ; they were large, 
rare owls of the far north that came down to 
Vermont to spend the winter months. 

Three or four northern hawk owls and several snowy 
owls were seen repeatedly across the northern and west¬ 
ern sections of the State. Both birds are quite unusual for 
this part of the world, and so Vermont was suddenly on 
every birder's map as a place to visit. 

It was one of those reminders we often get that life 
does not come to a halt in the winter. It changes and be- 
comes subtler, to be surę. But winter is still a time of 
life. Every evergreen tree and each bird at our feeder tells 
us that. 

Winter is also a time when there's plenty of human ac- 
tivity in Vermont, a truth we think this issue of Vei- 
mont Life aptly demonstrates. There are several prime 
expressions of the human side of winter in this issue, 
and we hope you'11 sample each of them — if only in 
these pages. 

Whether skiing with the Trapp family in Stowe (page 
42), snowmobiling in Island Pond (page 32), sampling Al¬ 
ice Perron's prime fruitcakes and teacakes in Greensboro 
(page 56), or chopping wood with Susan Keese down in 
Newfane (page 29), winter is perhaps our most character- 
istic season here in the Green Mountains. 

It's also our longest season, and we have learned how 
to live in it and enjoy it: We've had to. Willem Lange 
makes that elear in his essay, "Reeling in New Eng- 
land," on page 48. 

The surprise is that we dread it each year — and each 
year winter winds up surprising us with its vigorous 
beauty. That's probably why many Vermonters claim it 
as their favorite season. 
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Mac Parker 

Mac Parker [Autumn 1997] is the 
greatest storyteller of our time. I like 
to think that 1'm his biggest fan ; I 
never tire of listening to his three trib- 
utes to Vermont: The Givin’ War, 
Changes, and Wild Woods. Mac has 
done as much as any individual in Ver- 
mont to raise awareness about saving 
family farms and treasuring the 
beauty, uniąueness, and people that 
are Vermont. Not until I listened to 
Mac's tapes did I fully and truły appre- 
ciate YermonCs family farmers. Ap- 
parent, too, is his deep appreciation 
and respect for naturę and its 
processes. Mac Parker deserves to be 
recognized and heard. 

Justin K. Vreeland 
Poultney (originally] and 
San Luis Obispo, California 

A notę of appreciation to Mac Parker 
for trying to teach the world of the 
worth of farmers. When I filled out a 
jury ąuestionnaire, on the linę that 
asked occupation I put "farmer." They 
aslced if there was anything else I 
worked at. I replied that occasionally I 
did wedding flower worlc. The occupa¬ 
tion was changed to florist. Albeit a 
worthy occupation, it is one the world 
could do without morę easily than a 
farmer who produces milk, beef and 
pork! Smelling the roses is wonderful, 
but drinking a glass of cold fresh 
milk...! 

Time for chores. 

Polly Jo Stryker 

Trolls Bridge Farm, Topsham 

Chris GranstronTs story on Mac 
Parker read as nicely as one of Mac's 
stories: I never knew where he would 
take me next, but I knew I wanted to 
make the journey. 

I lived up the road a bit from Mac for 
a couple of years, and the impression I 
had was that he was essentially the 
same person I heard on tape, saw at a 
couple of performances and watched 
on his video. Pm happy to know I was 
right. 

That Mac became like a member of 
the Bessette family while shooting his 
video on their farm confirmed another 
impression as well: The Bessette fam¬ 
ily is about as nice a group of people as 
one could have the pleasure of meet- 
Continued on page 11 


rThe Termont Country Stores 

“The centerpiece ofWeston is the justly famed Yermont Country Storę'.' Yermont Life. 


We’ve Been Part of Yermont Life Since 1946 

In 1946 my father, Vrest Orton, along with Earle Newton, 
Walter Hard Sr. and Arthur Wallace Peach, started work on a 
new magazine that would capture the beauty and spirit of the 
State. They named this new venture, Yermont Life. For over 50 
years now, Yermont Life has been a splendid success. 

We at The Vermont Country Storę are proud of our 
connections with Yermont Life , which has for all these years 
promoted the values of the citizens of our State while depict- 
ing its incredible natural beauty. 

Lyman Orton 

A Visit You’11 Long Remember 

The Vermont Country Storę is known 
in all 50 States through the Yoice of the 
Mountains mailorder catalog. We have two 
Stores: the original storę is located in the 
picturesąue village ofWeston. Our second 
storę with the popular bargain attic is con- 
veniently located right off 1-91 in 
Rockingham. At both Stores you’11 find 
products you thought had long disap- 
peared such as penny candy, Vermont 
Common Crackers, and floursack towels, 
as well as many other useful and practical 
items. Interspersed with the merchandise 
are hundreds of artifacts from the past - 
it’s like shopping in a museum. A visit 
you’ll remember long after you get home. 

“I find that ififs not in The Yermont Country Storę, you can do without it 

San Francisco, California. 


COME VISIT OUR STORES 

Rt. 100 WESTON 

Our Original Storę. 

Also visit The Bryant House Restaurant 
serving lunch daily at this location. 

Open Year Around: 9-5pm Mon.-Sat. 

Closed Sundays 

Rt. 103 ROCKINGHAM 

Yisit our catalog bargain attic. 
Open Year Around: 9-5pm Mon.-Sat. 

Sundays 10-5pm 

MAIL ORDER CATALOG 

The Vermont Country Storę® 
Dept. 2481 P.O. Box 128 
Weston, Vermont 05161 

CALL FOR FREE CATALOG 
1-802-362-2400 
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History from the 
Depths 

D iver-historian Art 
Cohn was aboard a 
search vessel doing a 
sonar scan of Lalce Cham- 
plain last summer, trying to 
locate sunlcen ships and 
other underwater remains 
before they are destroyed by 
the encroaching zebra mus- 
sel. Suddenly, there on the 
sonar screen was an image 
he had burned into his con- 
sciousness from years of re- 
search. 

Cohn ąuickly donned 
diving gear and descended 
into a couple hundred feet 
of the broad lake's dark, 
cold waters. There, he saw 
a Revolutionary War gun- 
boat sitting upright on the 
bottom, mast still erect, an 
ancient cannon on its bow. 
"Oh my God!" thought 
Cohn, director of the Lalce 
Champlain Maritime Mu- 





Above, the bow can¬ 
non on the gunboat 
that sank in Lakę 
Champlain in the fali 
ofl776 lies encmsted 
with growth on the 
lake's bottom. Right, 
latter day sailors by 
the bow cannon on 
the Philadelphia, a 
modem replica of the 
sunken vessel. Below, 
left, Philadelphia 
sails the lakę. 

seum in Ferrisburgh. 

"This is the gunboat! 
Benedict Arnold 
probably walked on 
this deck." 

The sunken ves- 
sel was part of a fleet com- 
manded by Arnold at the 
Battle of Valcour Island in 
1776, before he turned trai- 
tor. The boat, either aban- 
doned or scuttled by retreat- 
ing American forces facing 
a superior British fleet, was 
largely intact, preserved by 
the cold lalce water for morę 
than 220 years. 

Historians lcnew the boat 
had to be somewhere in the 
lalce, but it had never been 


located. Cohn lcnew its 
shape and dimen- 
sions so well be 
cause the Mar¬ 
itime Museum 
had painstalc- 
ingly built a replica of one C 
of its sister ships, ^ 
Philadelphia, an almost 1 
identical vessel that the 
museum sails on the lakę 
each summer. Philip Lun- 
deberg, curator emeritus of 
naval history at the Smith- 


sonian Institution, said the 
find "could be the most sig- 
nificant maritime discovery 
in American history in the 
last half-century." 

And, if that were not 
enough, this year Lalce 
Champlain yielded up an- 
other significant treasure: a 
handcrafted and fired Na- 
tive American clay pot be- 
lieved to be nearly 2,000 
years old. The red and blacie 
mottled pot, about 7 inches 
tali, was discovered this 
spring by two divers off 
Thompson^ Point in Char¬ 
lotte. 

The artifact, which bears 
patterns madę by a hand- 
held tool, is being stabilized 
and restored by the Mar¬ 
itime Museum. Completely 
intact pots are extremely 
rare, and so the find is dou- 
bly significant. 

Historians have 
written for years 
about the historie 
significance of 
Lakę Cham¬ 
plain, which 
for hun- 
dreds of 
years served 
as a natural 
i north-south 


transporta- 
tion corridor 
for Native 
Americans and 
European set- 
tlers. Both of 
these finds will 
help tell the story 
of those times. 
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Benedict Arnold 


Lakę Champlain Maritime Museum 































Toby Talbot/Associated Press 


JODY WILLIAMS: 


Nobel Prize Winner 

fermonter Jody Williams surprised the world and delighted 
her home State by winning the 1997 Nobel Peace Prize this 
past autumn for her work to ban land mines worldwide. 

‘Tm a Vermont girl and proud of it,” Williams told morę than 
one interviewer in the media circus that followed. She was bare- 
foot as she greeted a flock of international reporters on the steps 
of her Putney home and fielded questions for most of the day of 
the announcement in October. 

Williams, 47, head of the six-year-old International Campaign 
to Ban Land Mines, with which she shared the award, gave credit 
to others involved in the fight and vowed to continue the struggle. 
Even the proposed treaty to ban land mines, she said, is just 
“beautiful words on paper,” until it is enacted. 

She joins Nobel laureates such as Martin Luther King Jr. and 
the Dalai Lama, and is the first native Vermonter (born in Rutland, 
raised in Poultney and Putney, attended UVM) to win the interna¬ 
tional honor. Sinclair Lewis and Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn, both of 
whom lived in Vermont, won Nobels for literaturę. 

Other Vermonters have been working 
vigorously on the land minę campaign. U.S. 
Sen. Patrick J. Leahy, D-Vt., has emerged 
as a national leader and the sponsor of a 
bill that would ban new U.S. antipersonnel 
minę deployments beginning January 1, 
2000. Sister Janice Ryan, former head of 
Burlingtorfs Trinity College, is also working 
in Washington on the land minę ban. 

Jody Williams at home in 
Putney last October. 



■■■■ 



At Home with the 
Weather 

r hen the New Eng- 
land Power Co. 
built the Comer- 
ford Dam on the Connecti¬ 
cut River, the utility asked 
Gilman Ford, from West 
Burkę, to measure precipi- 
tation and cali every time it 
rained a ąuarter inch. The 
following year, the National 
Weather Service asked Ford 
to record the temperaturę 
every day at 7 a.m. That 
was in 1930. And he's still 
doing it. 

"It's routine," he says, "but 
someone appreciates it." 

Indeed. The power com¬ 


pany and the NWS have 
madę good use of Gil Ford's 
figures, but, morę impor- 
tantly, researchers at col- 
leges in Vermont, New 
York, North Carolina and 
elsewhere are using them 
to study climate. "GiPs 
data are remarkably consis- 
tent," says Dr. Bruce Berry- 
man, head of the Meteorol- 
ogy Department at 
Lyndon State Col¬ 
lege in Lyn- 
donville. "Here 
you have the same 
person using the 
same instruments 


Gilman Ford at 
his West Burkę 
weather station. 
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Although the caption for the pltotograph on pages 38 and 39 
of last Autumn's issue States that the picture was taken in 
St. Johnsbury, it was , as morę than one reader pointed out, 
actually taken in a nearby state known as New Hampshire. 
Contributing photographer Clyde H. Smith , whose pictures 
have captured Vermont so well on our pages for morę than 
30 years, was recooering from major sur geny when he mis- 
labeled the slide. Neither he nor we caught the error. Our 
apologies to all. Above is cartoonist Hal Mayforth's look 
at the situation. 


in the same place for 67 
years. When data lilce that 
show a trend, it's unassail- 
able." 

And what do his data 
show? That temperatures 
rosę significantly from 1940 
to 1970 and are still rising, 
but very slowly. "They are 
higher now than at any 
time in the last 125,000 
years," says Berryman, 

"and that's significant." 

The lowest temperaturę 
Gilman Ford recorded last 
winter was 35 degrees he¬ 



lów zero, on January 20, but 
he can remember when 
temperatures were rou- 
tinely in the 40-below-zero 
rangę. 

Now 91, Ford's work in 
local businesses and as a 
real estate agent and insur- 
ance man has always lcept 
him close to home. 

"It's a good feeling," he 
says, "to be in touch with 
what's going on in the at- 
mosphere." 

— Eliot Tozer 

Time for School 
In Bennington 

I n southwestern Ver- 
mont, there's a move- 
ment afoot that just 
might have effects around 
the nation. This year's First 
Day of School Holiday came 
from the fertile mind of 
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We’ve Got Morę In Common 

Than a Border. 


New York and Yermont also 


share a common love of the forests 


and lakes in the Champlain/Adirondack 
region. International Paper and its 
employees share these same interests. 
We consider ourselves good neighbors. 
We’re very proud that New York Governor 
George Pataki recognized our 


emlronmental commitment and 


accomplishments by selecting the 
Ticonderoga miii as recipient of 


the Governor’s 1997 Poliution 


Prevention Award for impiwements 


to air and water ąuality. 


Our stewardship of the forest 
over the last century prov ides 


enduring beauty and a home for 


wildlife. Our forests and mills 


pnnide livelihoods for families and 
resources for wood products. 


Come on over and \isit your 


INTERNATIONAL PAPER 

We answer to the world. 
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Bennington's Terry Ehrich, the pub- 
lisher of Hemmings Motor News, the 
world-famous old-car publication. 
Ehrich lcnew that parental involve- 
ment is considered the most impor- 
tant factor in educating a child. How, 
he wondered, could that involvement 
be increased? His solution: celebrate 
the first day of school every year ; bring 
parents, teachers and students to- 
gether to start the year off right. If Ver- 
monters can talce off worlc for the first 
day of deer-hunting season, he rea- 
soned, why not for the first day of 
school? 

Last August 27, Bennington area ed- 
ucators, parents and employers em- 
braced First Day: 11 schools in five 
towns participated; 124 businesses and 
organizations, from the Bennington 
Police Department to every bank in 
town, gave employees time off (paid or 
unpaid); morę than 1,000 parents vis- 
ited the schools, meeting teachers, get- 
ting a preview of the year's curricula 
and tips on helping lcids deal with 
homework and school in generał. 

Around the country, the media toolc 
notę. Officials came from Washington 
to observe, and plans for next year's 
First Day are under way in morę places 
than Bennington. For information, 
contact Hemmings Motor News, (802) 
447-9508. 

Vermont 

Connections 

W hen the world was awed by 
the Pathfinder mission's pho- 
tographs of Mars last summer, 
Vermont played a role. Seventy-two 
16-megabit Computer chips designed 
and madę by IBM Vermont in Essex 
Junction were in Pathfinder^ flight 
control Computer, and helped send 
those photos back to earth. 

• 

Barre is moving a step closer to es- 
tablishing a Barre Granite Center and 
Heritage Museum. Plans cali for the 
$3.5 million center to highlight not 
only the history and artistry of Ver- 
mont granite but also Barre's rich so- 
cial history. Its interactive displays at 
the former Jones Brothers granite plant 
on North Main Street could open in 
the summer of 1999. For information 
or to contrihute: Barre Granite Center, 




Matthew Burak Fumiture 
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18th and 19th Century Designs Cali today for om 

color catalog 

Custom Design Service 802 684^2156 

Original Art A $5 value — FREE! 

ROUTE 2, BOX 279-47, DANYILLE, YERMONT 05828 


Von Bargen’s 


Fine Diamonds and Jewelry 


Church St., Burlington, VT • Stratton Mtn., VT • Spring field, VT 

1-800-841-8820 






Available in 
Sterling Silver 
14K Gold 
18K Gold 


Take home a little 


Vernnont 


charm. 
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Many People Visit Us. 
The Lucky Ones Stay. 
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Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center 

Mary Hitchcock Memoriał Hospital 


Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center (DHMC), located in Lebanon, New 
Hampshire, is New Hampshire’s academic medical center and a tertiary care 
and trauma center for Northern New England. DHMC integrates the patient 
care, research, and educational activities of Dartmouth Medical School, Mary 
Hitchcock Memoriał Hospital, and Lahey Hitchcock Clinic, the third largest 
multi-specialty physician group practice in the United States. Mary Hitchcock 
Memoriał Hospital is a 396-bed hospital offering advanced treatment and 
facilities in many specialties including oncology, cardiology, high risk obstetrics, 
and pediatrics. 

DHMC offers an ideał natural environment for a healthy, active outdoor 
lifestyle—and for quiet walks along bubbling brooks on DHMC’s beautifully 
landscaped campus. Staff members and their families have easy access to a 
wealth of cultural and recreadonal attractions, just 2 hours from Boston 
and 3-1/2 hours from Montreal. An outstanding on-site licensed 
child care facility and an active continuing education program 
further enhance career and family life. 

Join a community of morę than 5,000 employees who 
enjoy a world of opportunity—both personally 
and professionally—at Dartmouth-Hitchcock 
Medical Center. Please send your resume , 
indicating area of interest , to: Humań 
Resources , One Medical Center 
Drive , Lebanon , NH 03756. 

Committed to equal 
employment opportunity. 


www.hitchcock. org 




Maybe 
ifs the hush of 
a snow-covered 
ski trail...or the rush 
of a waterfall in spring. 
Maybe it’s summer fun 
with smali town neighbors...or 
the blaze of co lor on an autumn 
hillside. People fali in love with New 
England erery season. 

And some of the luckiest come back to 
stay—as members of the Dartmouth-Hitchcock 
Medical Center team. 


P.O. Box 282, Barre, VT 05641, tel. 
(802)476-4131. 

• 

It's like bringing cheddar to Ched¬ 
dar. Cabot Creamery has signed a deal 
with an English company through 
which its aged cheddar will be sold in 
supermarkets in England, Scotland and 
Ireland. Cheddar is Cabot's flagship 
cheese, and it's a style that originated 
in the English town of Cheddar. 

• 

Waitsfield's Elisabeth von Trapp 
(page 42), granddaughter of Baroness 
Maria von Trapp of Sound of Musie 
famę, is bringing the family tradition 
of song to an unusual place: the sub- 
ways of New York. After an audition 
in Grand Central Station, Elisabeth 
was chosen to be part of the Musie 
Under New York series sponsored by 
the Metropolitan Transit Authority 
and will be singing in New York once 
a month for the next year. 

• 

Sales of Mary McGarry Morris's 
novel Songs in Ordinary Time, set in 
the fictional town of Atkinson, Ver- 
mont, took off last summer when tele- 
vision's Oprah Winfrey recommended 
the book. McGarry grew up in Rutland 
in the 1950s, and although her novel, 
which involves an alcoholic and a bro- 
lcen home, is a work of fiction, readers 
say they can recognize Rutland in its 
pages. 

Dennis Joos 

W e notę with sorrow the death 
of Dennis Joos, the Colebrook, 
New Hampshire, newspaper 
editor killed last summer by a gunman 
who wreaked havoc in the smali north- 
ern Connecticut River Valley town. 
Dennis, who wrote a series of articles 
that appeared in Vermont Life in the 
1980s, was shot to death when he at- 
tempted to stop Carl Drega's killing 
spree. Drega murdered town official 
Vickie Bunnell and two New Hamp¬ 
shire State troopers before he was him- 
self killed by police in the northern 
Vermont town of Bloomfield. Perhaps 
Dennis's best remembered Vermont 
Life article was "Taking Aaron to the 
Top' 7 [Autumn 1983], a story about 
hiking to the summit of Monadnock 
Mountain in Lemington with his 
young son. 
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Fine imported 
Italian linens 
at fabulous prices 


LETTERS 

Continued from page 5 

ing. It's only natural that they hit it off 
with Mac. 

Thanlcs for introducing Mac, and the 
Bessettes, to your readers. 

Steve Costello 
Burlington 

Whitingham's Mural 
I have just finished reading my lat- 
est issue of Veimont Life and was re- 
ally impressed by the account of the 
mural created by volunteers in Whit- 
ingham. I am a whiz with jigsaw puz- 
zles and thought what a wonderful one 
the mural would be! 

Margarita Serrell 
West Pawlet 

We are so grateful that you felt our 
community effort was worthwhile 
enough to appear in V eimont Life. 
Photographer Michael Bisceglie 
brought out the best in all of us along 
with our wonderful mural. He was a 
delight. 

Luanne Crosby 
Jacksonville 

Bicycle Training 

After reading the article "Bikes 
Aboard the V eimontei" [Autumn 
1996], we decided to give the Veimon- 
ter a try. Our group of four, with our 
bikes, rode the Vermonter from Balti¬ 
more to Brattleboro the last weelc of 
June. Innkeeper Stan Rosenberg of the 


n William . 

Browning 

Wmdsors 

Custom I land Crafted To Order 


187 Stevens Road. Lebanon. NH 03766 
603-448-3662 


ANICHINI 

OUTLET STORĘ 

Powerhouse Arcade 

West Lebanon 

New Hampshire 03784 

603.298.8656 

10 TO 9 MONDAY-SATURDAY 
12 TO 5 SUNDAY 
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Send letters to: Vermont Life, Letters to the 
Editor, 6 Baldwin Street, Montpelier, VT 
05602; fax: (802) 828-3366; e-mail: 
vtlife@lif.State.vt.us 


Three noble booines, 
somewhere near the 
Bennington County 
town of Peru. 


I thought you might enjoy this photo of some of your 
famous cows. They must know that they are good loolc- 
ing because they gave me their best profiles as I got | 
ready to take a shot of them. 

Bob Reynolds 
Oxford, Maryland 


Inn at Manchester arranged for a van 
to shuttle us from the train station to 
Manchester. Following bike routes 
from a previous ride, we pedaled our 
way to Arlington, Dorset and Pawlet. 
We had three great days of cycling; in 
fact, we were so busy biking, we hardly 
had time for the infamous outlets of 
Manchester. Everything worked out so 
well that we plan to do it again! 

Fred Weiss 

Baltimore, Maryland 


Mack Derick 

In your last few Veimont Life Maga- 
zines there have been photos of the 
early 1940s and some taken by Mack 
Derick of Orleans. 
The photo enclosed 
is one of several 
taken by Mack Der¬ 
ick of me in the 
spring of 1946 when I 
was a third-year stu¬ 
dent in high school 
at Barton Academy. 
It was to promote spring skiing in Ver- 
mont. 

Dorothy Cloutier Anderson 
South Burlington 
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V E R M O N T 


A Trio of Toy Makers 


By Sarah Strohmeyer 


T he snów had been falling off and 
on for days, and big drifts all but 
buried the tiny green building in 
Morrisville that is the home and work- 
shop of toy maker Ed Loewenton. A 
compact, intense man, Loewenton 
was oblivious to the winter storm. In- 
stead, he focused on the mapie rattle 
he was rapidly decorating with chis- 
eled swirls as the woodstove glowed 
behind him and the pine boughs out- 
side his window waved in the wind. 

There would be many morę rattles 
to whittle, as well as pack and ship, 
before Loewenton could stop and en- 
joy the snów. This is how the pre- 
Christmas season is for him and other 
toy makers across Vermont. Often 
one-man operations, they sat 
isfy the season's demands 
almost single-handedly. 

They design, mili, carve, 
paint and even ship their 
products themselves. 

Loewenton wouldnT have 
it any other way. Neither 
would Merle Eggert, who de 
signs and makes un- 
usual wooden rocking Elwood 

horses with his wife, Turner Co. 
Mary, in an old school- 
house in West Halifax. Nor would Ron 
Voake, known as "The Toymaker," 
who has fashioned NoalTs arks, fire 
trucks, silky-smooth bloclcs and other 
wooden toys in the basement of his 
antiąue colonial home in Norwich for 
27 years. 

"I wanted to do something I can be 
content with," said Voake, a laid-back 
Californian who became a full-time 



Tow truck by Ron Voake. 


toy maker 
when he 
moved to Ver 
mont. "With 
the amount of 
labor I put in, only a fool would do 
this, though." 

All three toy makers share a passion 
for their craft, although they also have 
much morę in common. They work 
only with wood, specializing in a smali 
linę of creative toys, each designed to 
encourage young imaginations. They 
hołd degrees in psychology, philoso- 


phy or teaching 
and have traded 
^ white-collar ca- 
reers in other parts of 
the country for the independence 
and joy that comes from being wood- 
workers in Vermont. 

"I seem to have come to the right lo- 
cation," said Voake, who wears shorts 
to work and is home to greet his 
daughters when they get back from 
school most days. "I love this." 

Loewenton trekked from Massachu¬ 
setts to Morrisville in search of clean 
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Toy Connections 

Dawn 'til Dusk, RR 4, Box 750, Brattleboro, VT 05301, tel. (802) 368-7004, 
has a nice selection of handmade wooden rocking horses, along with a smali se- 
lection of other toys. The rocking horses rangę in price from $95 to $125. Visi- 
tors are welcome at Merle and Mary Eggerfs West Halifax shop. The Eggerts 
suggest calling ahead for hours and directions. 

The Toymaker, 31 Tilden Hill Road, Norwich, VT 05055, tel. (802) 649- 
301 5, makes toys ranging from cradles to big rocking horses. The 
prices rangę from $2 for carved animals to $1 65 for a rocking 
horse. Ron Voake suggests a telephone cali before visiting. 

Elwood Turner Co., HC 39, Box 132, Morrisville, VT 05661, 
tel. (802) 888-3375. Although Ed Loewenton does not usu- 
ally sell from his shop, he said he will sell his toys to 
callers if they can't find them anywhere else. His rat¬ 
tles retail for $1 7.95; Quarks building sets rangę 
from $30-$70; tops cost $4.50 and his all-terrain 
duck puli toy is $100. Loewenton suggests trying 
his Web site, www.turnertoys.com, which lists 
many places where his toys are sold. 

Quarks building set, Elwood Turner Co. 
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Toy maker Ron Voake in the Norwich shop where he has been tuming out fine wooden toys for 27 years. 


air and pesticide-free wood. He set up 
shop in an unmarked cinder-block 
building that has sweeping views of 
Mount Mansfield. Since 1986, when 
he gave up making wooden kitchen 
products, Loewenton has devoted him- 
self to toys, applying philosophies he 
learned as a graduate student in psy- 
chology at the University of Pennsyl- 
vania. Although it makes people 
scratch their heads, the name of his 



business, Elwood Turner Company, is 
really playfully self-descriptive. 

"I haven't forgotten in the least 
what it's lilce to be a kid and have 
toys," he said before leaping into a 
tirade about the evils of plastic 
and mass-produced playthings. 
Loewenton's most popular toy eon 
tinues to be his rattle, which is carved 
from one piece of rock mapie and so 
smooth it's splinter free. He guaran- 


Rocking horse 
by Merle and 
Mary Eggert, 
West Halifax. 
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SPONSORED BY THE YERMONT CRAFTS COUNCIL www.vermontcrafts.com 



MADĘ FURNITURE OUTLET 

Solid wood furniłure madę in Vermonł by local craftsmen — an irwestment 
in quality that will last for generałions. 

Visit our new showroom 2% miles soułh of Brandon on Roułe 7. 

"We Ship Anywhere" 

Facłory seconds available — brochure available 
Route 7, Brandon, VT 05733 

802-247-0117 Fax 802-247-4301 Mon-Sat 10-5, Sun 1 1-4 
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J isit the most comprehensive Web Site 
with information on over 300 of 
Vermont’s finest artisans. 


w w w. verm o n terafts. co m 


0r send $3 postage and handling to Vermont Crafts 
Council, PO Box 938, Montpelier, VT 05601 
(802) 223-3380 for the most recent copy 
of the 52-page Vermont Crafts Guide. 



Vermont Life 
Online: 

WWW.VTLIFE.COM 



r 


Thomas Golding 

FINE ART WOODCARYING 


A 


Accessories 
and Gifts 
for the Home 

Custom Designed 
Furniture 

Architectural 
Carving 
(Beams, doors, 
staircases, etc.) 

Left . ATHENA CLOCK 
14"D $350 MCATSA 

Studio and Gallery located on Rte. 30 in historie 
Newfane Yillage, YT 05345 





CARVING CLASSES OFFERED YEAR ROUND 

(800)710-1872 

http://www.sover.net/~carving 
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Spheres of Influence 



So. VermonCs largest contemporary crafts gallery 


Hand-Crafted Wedding Rings 
& 

Creative gifts for the bride and groom 


i 


Circle Reader Service Number 181 



North Country Taxidermy & Trading Post 


Handcrafted chandeliers, light 
fixtures and furniture madc from 
naturally shed antlers of moose, 
deer and elk. A complete linę of 
rustic camp decorations including 
bearskin rugs. Deer, elk 
and moose neads. 

Retail storę hours 10-5, 
closed Wednesday 
Main Street 
Keene, NY 12942 
(518) 576-4318 
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ARTISANS' 

HAND 

A Gallery of Vermont Crafts 

89 Main St. at City Center ❖ Montpelier, VT 

M-Sat 10-5:30 & Sun 11-3 ❖ (802)229-9492 
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A li r l' I3Aa A M A li li E T PLACE 

SPONSORED BY THE VERMONT CRAFTS COUNCIL www.vermontcrafts.com 


♦ Furniture & 
Accessories in the 
Shaker and 
Arts-and-Crafts 
Traditions 

♦ Colonial 
Reproductions and 
Custom Designs 

♦ In solid hardwoods 
with classic joinery 

WILLIAM LABERGE 

CABINETMAKER 

RT 30 RD1BOX 8 
WELLS, VT 05774 
802 645 0966 

www . vtweb. com/laberge/ 
laberge@sover.net 
Free brochure 


T 
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CUSTOM 

ARTS-&-CRAFTS 

CUPBOARD 
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CUSTOM 

HOME 

PORTRAITS 


Teddi Colleen Garrett 
2 Dayton Drive, 
Corinth, NY 12822 
(518) 654-7541 
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Sleigh Coffee Tablet 


Also available: 

Solid Oak, 
Antiqued Paint, 
& Ltd. Editions 


Cali or wńte for 
our brochure ... 


Yermomt Sleigh Company 

Box 8341 — Gleason Road — Rutland, VT 05701 
(802) 775-7674 http://www.vermontsleigh.com 

mc/visa/amex/disc 


Shown: 
Native Cherry 

(42"L x 17"W 
x 24" H) 
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Weeks Ilill Road • P.O. Box 458 • Stowe, VT 05672 • (802) 253-92 


tm 


ctmra 

.ftwRut. 

iMccnlawrk. 

Custom Needlepoint 
Festivc Flower Canvases 


By Appointment or Chance 
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MADĘ IN YERMONT 


tees it, and promises to eat one — 
ground up and baked in bread — 
should it be returned defective. 

There are other toys, too, including 
a colorful building set called Quarks, 
and an "all-terrain" pull-duclc in bright 
colors. "It can go over rocks," he ex- 
claimed gleefully. A wooden top he de- 
signed has become increasingly popu¬ 
lar because of its old-fashioned sim- 
plieity and affordability. 

For this Christmas Loewenton has 
designed two growth charts — the tra- 
ditional method of keeping track of a 
ehikPs ever-increasing height. One is a 
beautiful four-color silk-screen print of 
a beanstalk on wood. The other shows 
scenes of children engaged in different 
activities as they grow. Loewenton 


said he designed the charts so that kids 
wouldnT be embarrassed by them as 
they grew older. 

"Toy Stores told me they couldn't 
get decent growth charts/' he said. 
"They wanted artistic stuff you could 
hang in the home." 

While Loewenton is expanding his 
product linę, Eggert has decided to 
concentrate on his most popular item 
— rocking horses. These days he and 
his wife, Mary, do all the cutting and 
painting. A decade ago he employed 
eight people. 

"We kind of jolce about it," he 
laughed. "She's ąuality control and I 
mess things up. She does the finish 
sanding. I do the packing." 

Over 28 years, he has produced 


35,000 rocking horses along with 20 
other lcinds of toys from his shop, 
Dawn 'til Dusić, in West Halifax. Now 
some of those rocking horses, which 
are known for their durability, have 
been handed down to the third genera- 
tion, he said. 

"It was a design that no one manu- 
factured at the time," he said. "Cer- 
tainly it has been copied sińce." 

Nancy Boise, a manager of the Rock¬ 
ing Horse Country Storę in Rutland, 
carries Eggert's rocking horses. She 
said his "have a different character" 
and are of such lasting ąuality that 
there are several customers who rou- 
tinely order them as gifts for newhorn 
family members in the hope that the 
toys will become heirlooms. 
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WILL MOSES 



"Christmas is Corning to Town" 16" x 24" 

He is making his list and checking it twice.... 

Each Serigraph is personally signed and numbered by Will Moses. 

Mt. Nebo Gallery 

RR Box 243 Grandma Moses Rd., Eagle Bridge, NY 12057 (Just off Rte. 22) 

15 Minutes from Bennington, VT... 35 Minutes from Manchester, VT 

Free color catalog available 1-800-328-6326 

Visit the Will Moses Dealer nearest you: 

Bennington Museum, Bennington, VT Framing Format, St. Johnsbury, VT 

Bailey's Country Storę, East Burkę, VT Jay Country Storę, Jay, VT 

Craft Haus, Wilmington, VT 



Antique Dealers 
Calendar of Events 


Canoemg 


Galleries 
Golf Courses 


Hunting & Fishing 


National Forest 
Photography 
Places of Interest 
Real Estate 


Snowmobiling 
State Parks 
Town Descriptions 
and much, much morę... 


Vermon 

www.linkver 
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MADĘ IN YERMONT 


"You have to look at them to see 
what's different," she said. "Of course, 
some people buy them because they 
are madę in Vermont." 

Eggert, who holds a doctorate in ed- 
ucation, was a schoolteacher and prin- 
cipal in Vermont, New Hampshire and 
Massachusetts before he built his first 
rocking horse for a friend. When the 
toys sold well at toy shows, Eggert, at 
age 37, tumed an old schoolhouse into 
a shop and devoted himself to toy 
making fuli time. 

"I enjoyed education, but there was 
ąuite a lot of pressure," he said. "I 
don't feel that I was the world's top- 
notch administrator." 

These days Eggert considers himself 
semi-retired and is predominately a 
wholesaler. However, if the dedicated 
are willing to follow the winding dirt 
roads to his shop in the woods, they 
may find a rocking horse or two for 
sale. 

"Actually, I have found a great deal 
of freedom in my work," he said. 
"There is a lot of satisfaction in work- 
ing with wood and I do enjoy the prod- 
uct I make. We put out a good product 
and Tm pretty proud of that." 

That same sense of accomplishment 
is what has kept Voalce in this busi¬ 
ness sińce he was a newlywed out 
west 27 years ago. He started making 
toys for his wife, Susan, who was 
teaching a group of learning-disabled 
children in California. 

"For these lcids I madę sturdy toys 
that had interesting detail," he re- 
called. The details fascinated the kids 
and the toys were tough enough for 
rough use. In fact, Voake loved his 
new hobby so much that he left his 
own teaching job. Later, he and his 
wife moved to Norwich and he de- 
voted himself to toy making fuli time, 
essentially raising his daughters in his 
workshop. 

"I was (toy making) half time in Cal¬ 
ifornia and I thought if Fm going to do 
this fuli time, Vermont is the place to 
do it," he said, wiping some shavings 
off his arm. "People who do this type 
of thing just seem to come here. It's a 
big arts and crafts place." 

When the season slows down, Voake 
delves into his other love, philosophy, 
in which he has a master's degree. He 
has already written one book on the 
subject and "in the dead of winter" 
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chips away at writing another. 

"This is the perfect job for that, let 
me tell you," he said with a laugh. 

Voake's well-lit basement is a mu- 
seum of his toys — fire truclcs with 
ladders, wooden baby strollers, cradles, 
rocking chairs, a four-piece train. They 
are also on display in the front window 
of Dan and Whit's General Storę in 
downtown Norwich. 

Although the price may at first seem 
prohibitive (Voake notes that his toys 
are "very popular with grandparents"), 
parents who purchase them can only 
rave. 

"We have the 25 bloclcs that fit in 
the wagon and they fit back in the 
wagon no matter how you put them 
in," said Andrea Sand, a mother from 
Hartland. "The kids love to put them 
back in and they are weighted wonder- 
fully and attractive loolcing." 

Plus, they are not plastic. "I truły 
despise plastic toys with a passion," 
she said. I get rid of the plastic toys 
given to us as often as I can." 

Ed Loewenton also despises plastic 
toys, criticizing many designs as bor- 
ing or overstimulating. The other toy 
makers, though, are not as vehement. 

"I don't try to compete with plas¬ 
tic," said Eggert. "I thinlc plastic is an 
excellent product. It can sit under the 
weather for years. The only difference 
is plastic toys are not uniąue. Each 
product I make is different." 

Eggert said he is experiencing a 
wooden toy backlash, however. 
Whereas it was once considered envi- 
ronmentally appropriate as well as aes- 
thetically pleasing to choose wooden 
toys, Eggert said that these days, "peo- 
ple don't want to cut down trees." 

Voake calls his worlc "a backlash 
business" for a different reason — "a 
backlash against plastic." But he said 
he understands the struggles parents 
endure on this issue. Even though his 
daughters grew up surrounded by beau- 
tiful polished wooden things, they still 
occasionally clamored for rainbow-col- 
ored petroleum-based toys. 

"I don't care about it too much," he 
said of the plastic debate. "We bought 
a decent amount of it." Ali he hopes 
for in the end, he said, is that his 
daughters can "distinguish what's 
yaluahle from what is not." ? 

Writer Sarah Strohmeyer lives in Middle- 



VERMONT’S 
OLDEST 
NURSERY 

offers the finest balsam 
wreaths. Handcrafted in 
Vermont’s Northeast 
Kingdom, our wreaths 
will add the look and % 

scent ofVermont toyour 
Christmas. Each wreath is 
double-sided, measures 24'' and 
is tastefully decorated with pine- 
cones, berries and a red velvet bow. We 
will gladly enclose a giftcard. 


m 




wrjrj* 


*** 


$ 22.98 

V/MC or personal check 


*Please add $6.50 per wreath to cover 
shipping and handling. Wreaths shipped 
to VT please include 5% sales tax. 


Wreaths will arrive 
within 10 days of ordering. 

To order by phone cali 

802425-2811 


or write: 

Horsford Gardens & Nursery 


HORSFORD ^>8 North Greenbush Road 
Gardens & Nursery Charlotte, Yermont 05445 
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POMPANOOSUC MILLS 


BEAUTY IS ENHANCED BY 
PERFORMANCE 

Rarely does one encounter 
a piece that is at once so 
eminently handsome and 
brilliantly functional. 

Okay, it won't fold your laun- 
dry for you, but with up to 
18 cubic ft. of easy-to-use 
storage space on a footprint 
of 6.3 square ft. this piece 
gives you the room you 
need for all those things that 
aren't exactly put away at 
the moment. 

And wouldn't that be nice 
for a change? 

Factory Showroom 
Route 5 East Thetford, VT 


We build furniture 
for life. 


The Ultimate Storage Machinę 


New England Wardrobe (shown in solid cherry) 


Cali 800.841.6671 for a free color 
catalog or the showroom nearest you. 
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Cłuistmas at the Coolidges 


By Kathleen Burge 
Photographed by Jerry LeBlond 


T he Plymouth Notch of winter 
is a far different village from the 
one visitors see in the summer. 
In the warm months, daisies lean 
against raił fences and children play in 
the mowed fields near the house where 
Calvin Coolidge was born. Geraniums 
bloom from porches, and the hills are 
warm and green. But in the winter, 
Plymouth Notch is stark and silent. 
East Mountain looms over the village. 
Cars glide past on the snowy roads. 
Above the generał storę, you can see 


your breath in the unheated hall that 
was once Coolidge's summer White 
House office. 

And, except for one day in Decem- 
ber, many of the buildings in the Presi- 
dent Calvin Coolidge State Historie 
Site are closed to visitors. But on that 
day, shortly before Christmas, the 
shelves of the Florence Cilley General 
Storę fili with old-fashioned toys and 
jam and peppermint sticks. Visitors 
taste cookies and steaming hot cider in 
the Aldrich House, once the home of 
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Coolidge's stepmother, Car- 
rie Brown. The Plymouth 
Cheese Factory, owned by 
the former president's son, 

John Coolidge, offers free 
samples. And the Union 
Christian Church and the 
house where Coolidge lived 
as a child are decorated in the 
simple style of Christmas in 
1872, the year he was born. 

Ali four buildings are open 
for a leisurely, self-guided tour ; as a 
gift to the public, admission is free. 
Then, each year after the sun has set, 
the winter open house (this year it's 
Saturday, December 13; see page 21) 
ends with the annual carol service at 
the church, sponsored by the Calvin 
Coolidge Memoriał Foundation, the 
group that also owns the Gothic Re- 
vival church. 

Last year, a steady snowfall all day 
kept attendance for the tour light, so 
the yolunteers who Staff the buildings 
had plenty of time to answer ques- 
tions. In the smali clapboard house 
where Coolidge was born, Ellen Stew¬ 
ard patiently replied again and again to 
the same ąuery about a mound of mys- 
terious items in the Coolidges' pantry: 
No, they aren't as¬ 
paragus spears, she 
said, they are hand- 
dipped candles madę 
from suet. Calvin 
Coolidge lived in this 
house — attached to 
the generał storę run 
by his father, Col. 

John Coolidge — un- 
til he was 4 years old 
and his family moved 
to a larger home 
across the Street. A 
tiny pair of his black 
boots rests beside the 
wood stove. The 
kitchen table is cov- 
ered with buttermilk 
biscuits and pats of 


The Christmas seruice at Plymouth's 
Union Christian Church; 
left, Plymouth in winter and 
an 1870s kitchen; 
below , Cilley General Storę. 

butter,- the Coolidges, it seems, have 
just stepped away. 

When Coolidge was a child, the 
church next door in Plymouth Notch 
apparently wasn't heated. So on a cold 
winter day church services were 
moved to the Coolidge parlor. "The 
smali parlor gives you an idea about 
the size of the congregation on a cold, 
snowy morning," said William W. Jen- 
ney, the administrator of the Coolidge 
historie site. 

In the house, Christmas decorations 


are simple: a few bright red 
bows and green branches of 
pine and white cedar linę 
the windowsills. Presents, 
too, were modest. A few or- 
anges rest on the kitchen 
table, a lilcely gift among the 
Coolidges. "It was a custom 
to maybe give one orange as 
a special present," Jenney 
said. "They were so hard to 
come by in those days, they 
were ąuite a treat." But there is no 
Christmas tree. The Coolidges report - 
edly didn't have one until Calvin got 
to the White House. "The Coolidges 
were of old English stock, so it was 
probably never as much of a holiday 
for them as it would have been for peo- 
ple of German ancestry," Jenney said. 

In fact, the simplicity of Calvin 
Coolidge's early Christmases was a 
sharp contrast to the formal prepara- 
tions he headed, at least symbolically, 
once he arrived in the White House. 
Urged to start a national celebration of 
Christmas, Coolidge, somewhat reluc- 
tantly, began two traditions: lighting 
the national Christmas tree and send- 
ing an official Christmas greeting from 
the White House to the nation. He lit 
the first national tree 

— a 60-foot Green 
Mountain fir shipped 
by Middlebury Col¬ 
lege — on the capi- 
tal's Ellipse. On 
Christmas Eve 1923, 
he pressed an electric 
button that turned on 
the tree's 3,000 bulbs. 

The Christmas 
State of mind back in 
Plymouth Notch of- 
ten led to holiday 
dances held in the 
large room — now 
called Coolidge Hall 

— above the generał 

storę. As a young 
man, though, 
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McGuire Family Fumiture Makers 


Route 129 Isle La Motte, VT 1-802-928-3118 
Chuck Dawley Blvd Mt Pleasant, SC 1-803-884-2353 


if 

your home 

makes a statement 
about 

who you are, 
so should 

your 

fumiture 
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Come Celebrate Christmas, 1872. 

Ali OVER AGAIN. 

( 3 n Saturday, December 13, 
Plymouth Notch comes alive with a 
festive spirit. The Union Christian 
Church and the house where Calvin 
Coolidge lived are decorated just as 
they were 123 years ago. The Florence 
Cilley General Storę displays period 
toys, and the Plymouth Cheese 
Factory has free samples on hand. 

It's just one example of the many 
ways you can experience the 
holidays in Vermont. There are 
special potluck suppers, bazaars, 
holiday concerts, and tours of historie 
inns. And, of course, our villages 
glow with holiday lights. There are, 
after all, some advantages to life in 
the 20th century. 


it will change the way 
you look at things 
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YERMONT 



For a guide to historie sites and a Winter 
Guidebook, cali 1-800-VERMONT, ext. 617D 
http://www.travel-vermont.com 


LANDMARKS 

Coolidge rarely attended. He preferred 
ice skating or sledding, and tried to 
wangle his way out of dancing when- 
ever possible. His aversion to dancing, 
according to Jenney, grew partly from 
a disapproving grandmother. "She of- 
fered him a dollar not to attend local 
dances," Jenney said. "He accepted her 
offer and that's why he never learned 
how to dance." The room became fa- 
mous in 1924 as the site of Coolidge's 
summer White House, where he set up 
his office when his doctor advised him 
to leave Washington for a rest after his 
16-year-old son, Calvin, died from an 
infection. 

• 

Each December, the service at 
Union Christian Church ends the open 
house. A few hours after sunset, the 
musie of hushed voices singing "Silent 
Night" drifts across frozen fields. In- 
side the old wooden church next door 
to the house where Calvin Coolidge 
was born, every pew is crammed with 
wool scarves and heavy coats and peo- 
ple with faces flushed from the cold 
outside. The floor is damp with snów 
that has melted from boots as the 
Christmas story is read. 

Usually, the pews are packed to ca- 
pacity with 120 visitors — a mix of lo- 
cals and tourists from nearby resorts 

— and latecomers are resigned to 
standing in the back. But some years 
the service has been morę intimate. 
Occasionally, a bad snowstorm deters 
yisitors from attempting the winding 
drive up Route 100A to Plymouth 
Notch, and only neighbors who can 
walk to the church have showed up. 
"Sometimes when it snows, only the 
local minister can get up the road," 
said Cynthia Bittinger, executive di- 
rector of the Coolidge Foundation, 
who has been snowed out herself. 
Three ministers — usually a Mennon- 
ite, a Congregationalist and a seminar- 
ian from the United Church of Christ 

— lead the service. During the telling 
of the Christmas story, the young chil- 
dren move forward to sit near the front. 
Everybody sings carols to the musie of 
an Estey pump organ, built in Brattle- 
boro in the 1890s. And every year a 
different guest musician performs,- last 
year, visitors were charmed by a 
harpist from the Christmas Revels in 
Hanover, New Hampshire. 

Preparing for the service is a com- 
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munity affair. Bittinger and local 
townspeople decorate the church with 
a mix of pines and balsams. Local ele- 
mentary school children make the 
wreaths that hang on the doors. Half 
the money collected during the offer- 
ing goes to a local charity. "There's a 
real small-town touch to this," Bit¬ 
tinger said. And when the service is 
over, the parishioners file out of the 
church, past the house where Coolidge 
was born, and into the night. 

How (o Go 

The Coolidge Homestead is in Ply¬ 
mouth Notch, six miles south of Route 
4 on Route 100A. This year's open 
house is Saturday, December 13, from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The carol service be- 
gins at 7:30 p.m. in the Union Christ¬ 
ian Church. Dress warmly,- some of 
the rooms are not heated. 

Although other buildings are closed 
in winter, the Aldrich House is open 
weekdays throughout the year and has 
exhibits especially designed for winter 
yisitors. The house itself, built around 
1823, is the regional office of the Ver- 
mont Division for Historie Preserva- 
tion and an excellent example of the 
connected naturę of "continuous New 
England architecture." Site brochures 
offer an informative walking tour of 
the yillage, as well as information 
about other state-owned historie sites. 
The Plymouth Cheese Factory is open 
year-round and makes the same granu- 
lar curd cheese it did morę than 100 
years ago. 

Two new walking trails through sur- 
rounding fields and forests take on an 
added dimension during the winter for 
snowshoers, cross-country skiers and 
snowmobilers. The trails offer spectac- 
ular views of the yillage and lead past 
old cellar holes, the remains of a sugar- 
house, and other points of historie in- 
terest. And no visit to Plymouth 
Notch is complete without a walk to 
the yillage cemetery, where President 
Coolidge and six generations of his 
family rest in dignified simplicity. 

For morę information, contact the 
President Calvin Coolidge State His¬ 
torie Site, Plymouth Notch Historie 
District, Plymouth, VT 05056, tel. 
(802) 672-3773. 


Kathleen Burge lives in Norwich. 



Let crystal morning 
air elear urban eares 
as you step from the 
hearthside warmth of 
a luxurious Hawk 
mountain villa, 
surrounded by trail 
ribboned peaks and 
silent snów mantled 
woodlands. 


In the Black River 
valley below, whisps 
ofsmoke curl from 
the ehimneys of 
Hawk Inn as guests 
prepare to shuttle to 
nearby Okemo slopes, 
snowshoe or cross 
country ski on miles 
of trails, that lace the 
1,200 acre Resort, or 
just relax in the 
steaming waters of 
New England's most 
spectacular year- 
round outdoor pool. 


OUNTAIN RESOR* 

* 800.685.HAWK • www.hawkresort.co 


Route 100 • Plymouth, Vermont 
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Manufacturers Direct 
Furniture at True 
Factory Direct Prices 

Shaker, Mission <& Contcmporary 
Styles in Solid Oak, Cheny, 
Mapie & Pine 


Wouldn't you rather buy directly from the mili? 



Visit our showroom 6 miles south of Middlebury, VT or write or cali for our free brochure 
P.O. Box 125, Salisbury, VT 05769 • (802) 352-6650 u Sat 10-5, Sun 11:30-4 


Circle Reader Service Number 157 


WINTER 1997 • 21 
































I 7V N S O U T I M C S 


Three to Ski 

Sonie Tourine Centers You Mieht Have Missed 

o O 


Wńtten and photographed by 

Andrew L. Nemethy 


W hen you're cross-country ski¬ 
ing, familiarity can be a good 
thing, especially when it 
comes to knowing what's around the 
next corner when you're out of control 
at warp speed on a downhill (one of 
my specialties). The same goes for 
knowing that when your legs are feel- 
ing like pieces of wilted celery there's 
a way to bypass a particularly steep 
uphill or talce a shortcut back to the 
lodge. And the two cross-country ski 
centers I usually go to — the Trapp 
Family Lodge in Stowe and Craftsbury 
Nordic Center — leave nothing to be 
desired when it comes to exhilarating 
skiing and recharging one's mental 
batteries with a vital jolt of winter's 
sweet landscape. 

Still, Vermont has roughly 40 
Nordic skiing centers, morę than any 
other State in the East, and for every 
big-name center a half-dozen lesser- 
known places beclcon nearby. So last 
winter I decided to expand my hori- 
zons by sampling three northern Ver- 
mont ski centers: Burkę Mountain and 
the Mountain View Creamery, both in 
Burkę, and Hazen's Notch in Mont¬ 
gomery Center. 

My experiences not only proved that 
yariety is indeed the spice of the skiing 
life, but that Vermont's yariety is 
amazingly varied. Just as no two hills 
or yalleys in the Green Mountain State 
are alike, all three cross-country ski 
centers have a distinct character. 
Around every corner I found the ad- 
yenture of new trails and extraordi- 
nary yistas. 


Of course, cross-country skiing in 
Vermont fits hand-in-glove with coun¬ 
try inns, so I madę surę to include an 
inn-spection on my ski trips. Although 
I knew two longtime standouts in the 
Burkę Mountain area, the Old Cutter 
Inn and the Wildflower Inn, I had never 
stayed at the Inn at Mountain View 
Creamery. I booked a room there, and 
on a glorious, sunny Sunday in Febru- 
ary, I found myself eagerly driying up 
to the Creamery on Darling Hill Road, 
just outside of East Burkę yillage. 

It took just one glance as I climbed 
the steep, winding hill to decide that 
// unique, ,/ the most overused word in 
the travel lexicon, really fit. Perched 
on the crest of a spectacular ridgeline 
that was covered with a shimmering 
blanket of snów, the Creamery is 
framed by three turn-of-the-century 
red barns, has a butter-churn cupola on 
its roof, and sits amid what was once 
one of Vermont's most amazing, most 
beautiful farm estates: the 9,000-acre 
spread of native son Elmer Darling. 
And not many B&JB's let you lay your 
head down in a red-brick, Georgian 
style building that 80 years ago was 
producing milk, butter and cheese for 
New York's Fifth Avenue Hotel, 
which Darling owned. 

Since 1989, the Creamery has been 
owned by Massachusetts cardiologist 
John Pastore and his wife, Marilyn. 
They thought they were buying an inn 
and getaway, but instead bought into a 
new avocation and passion: restoring 
the properties and telling the story of 
the former Mountain Yiew Farm, so 



Alisha Laramee and herfather, 
Bill, ski along Darling Hill near 
the Inn at Mountain View 
Creamery in Burkę; top, one of 
the inn's three big barns. 
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named because it looks out on Burkę 
Mountain. 

In the 1970s, the trails here were 
part of the Darion Inn ski-touring cen¬ 
ter, but they were overgrown and un- 
used by the time the Pastores opened 
the Creamery for guests in 1991. The 
inn now maintains about eight miles 
of trails, which are rolled and packed 
for the use of skiers and snowshoers. 

When I arrived, I saw a big group of 
snowshoers lacing up to head out, so I 
decided to start skiing right away. 
Heading west from the inn between 
two of the barns, I was greeted almost 
immediately by one of the most 
breathtaking hilltop views in Ver- 
mont. Malcing traclcs in deep powder 
to the crest, I found myself gazing out 
at a stunning checkerboard of rolling 
Northeast Kingdom landscape and the 


twin sentinels of mounts Pisgah and 
Hor on either side of majestic Lalce 
Willoughby. 

I could have stared forever, or at 
least until I got cold, but the trail beck- 
oned around the bottom of the hi 11 . I 
headed down through the deep pow¬ 
der, autographing the slope with a cou- 
ple of lazy S-turns in the snów. Then I 
shot down Coronary, a trail that malces 
a precipitous, twisting descent to a 
beautiful open meadow. (The bench at 
the bottom could be named "Cardiac 
Rest.") I came back up the hill by an- 
other trail, found the snowshoers' 
tracks and decided to follow, which is 
how I discovered the delightful Bemis 
Ridge Trail. 

The Creamery and its farm build- 
ings and Burklyn Hall, as the remark- 
able Darling mansion (now privately 


owned) is lcnown, are morę than 1,100 
feet up on Bemis Ridge between two 
branches of the Passumpsic River. The 
trail winds along the crest of the ridge 
to the Wildflower Inn, and easily qual- 
ifies as another of the best views in 
Vermont. 

Along the way, I encountered Roger 
Damon of St. Johnsbury, who was 
trucking right along despite his heavy 
boots and mountaineering slcis. Da¬ 
mon turned out to be an experienced 
mountaineer who was keeping in 
shape on his mountain eąuipment. He 
spun tales of avalanches and mountain 
rescues as we slcied back toward the 
inn together, and I noted that variety 
in Vermont means interesting people 
as well as interesting ski trails. 

After my ski, inn manager Laurelie 
Welch led me upstairs. There are 10 
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Prospect Mountain ^ 
XC Ski Center 

Rte. 9, Woodford, VT M 

(802) 442-2575 ' 

http://MEMBERS.AOL.COM/XCSKI 
“Where the snów falls first, and lasts! 


Ski Real Vermont 

Craftsbury Outdoor Center 

105km of trails groomed for skating and classical skiing. 
Trail-side accommodations, hearty meals, touring center. 
PO Box 31 Craftsbury Comrnon, VT 05827 
(800) 729-7751 email: crafts@sover.net 
web: www.craftsbury.com 
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Highland Lodge 


1860 ’s Ccispicin Lakę Inn , 
Cottages & Restaurant 


INTIMATE INN, 
SPECTACULAR X-C SKIING, 
INCREDIBLE FOOD 


80K inTRAILS 


Email Address: HLodge@connriver.nct 
World Wide Web Page 
http:/Avww. pbpub.com/vermont/hiland.htm 


Burkę 


FREE BROCHURE 

800 786 - 8)18 


Greensboro, Vermont 05841 

( 802 ) 533-2647 


? CROSS COUNTRY 
W SKIAREA 


EAST BURKĘ, VERM0NT, 7 MILES FROM 1-91 EXIT 23 
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This unique combination of wilderness adven- 
ture, luxurious accommodations, and fine dining is 
certain to soothe body and soul. Mid-week package 
connects Chipman Inn, Blueberry Hill, Churchill 
House, and Mountain Top Inn. For morę information, 
visit our website at www.inntoinn.com or e-mail us 
at rciatt@sover.net. 


Country Inns Along the Trail 

R.R. #3, Box 3115VL, Brandon, VT 05733 

800 838-3301 * 802 247-3300 
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Vermont’s Premier 

Cross Country Ski Resort 

Enjoy over 110 km of scenie 
cross country trails: many with 
snowmakincj. Our ski center offers 
instruction & eąuipment rental for 
both classical & skating techniąues. 

1 - 800445-2100 

<^Mountain 'Uoh {Jnn 

Chittenden, Vermont 05737 
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Country B&B 

40k cross country trails 
snowshoeing • cafe* 
rentals • instruction 

Cali or write for information 

RR 1 Box 70 

Little Pond Road, Londonderry, VT 05148 
(802) 824-3933 www.viking.com 
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Mountain View Creamery 

A COUNTRY INN 

“Breathtakingly bcautiful .” 

“Wonderfully relaxing." 

An historie farm estate 
set on 440 acres laced with 
miles of cross country ski trails. 


Darling Hill Road 
E. Burkę Vermont 05832 
802-626-9924 • 800-572-4509 

email: innmtnvu@plainfield.bypass.com 
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CROSS COUNTRY 
SKI CENTER 


North Entrancc Mount Snem.' • lufo: 464-0999 


“Simply one of the best smali cross country' 
areas in the country , bar nonę..." 

Cross Country' Skier Magazine 


TIIOUGIITFULLY 
Groomed Trail System 

Instruction Rentals 
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EVERYTHING 
for touring, 
racing & 
telemark! 


\Ne ship ang\Nhere www. skirack. com 


85 Main Street, Burlington VT (802) 658-3313 
In New England: 1-800-882-4530 
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Wbodstoclc 

Inn & Resort 


One of North America's top X-C 
ski centers (Snów Country Mag). 
60 km of groomed 
trails. Instruction, 
rentals, restaurant, 
snowshoeing. 

802 - 457-6674 
(Lodging) 800-448-7900 
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rooms with private baths, including 
some family suites, all named after lo- 
cal towns. They are decorated simply 
with antiąues and have handmade 
ąuilts on the beds. Welch told me her 
father had worlced on the farm and her 
grandfather had worked for Elmer Dar¬ 
ling. Back in the 1920s, as many as 40 
farm workers lived here in conditions 
much morę humble. A dinner beli 
atop the Creamery called the men to 
eat. 

After a hot shower, I went down- 
stairs to talce a better look at the dis- 
tinctive interior. There's a spacious 
entryway with the Creamery kitchen's 
original oak ice box ; a large parlor 
commons room with a fireplace; a 
cozy reading room with overstuffed 
couches and chairs; and a handsome 
dining room with large Windows. What 
is now the dining room was once the 
room where the cream was madę, and 
original implements from the early 
1900s, such as an old steam engine, are 
part of the decor. There's also a big 
cast-iron stove that belonged to Mari- 
lyn Pastore's grandmother. 

Exposed red-brick walls, high tin 
ceilings and the original concrete floor- 
ing, brightly painted and covered with 
rugs, hint at the building's former pur- 
pose. So does the slight slope in the 
parlor floor, which once led to a floor 
drain. The original blonde wood trim 
throughout adds another special touch. 
Although the Creamery began as a 
B&B, last year it began serving com- 
plete dinners on weekends, and diners 
have raved about such entrees as pan- 
roasted porlc medallions with apples, 
pears and kale, finished with applejack 
and cider. 

The Pastores are an engaging couple 
with seemingly boundless enthusiasm 
for Elmer Darling's farm and Ver- 
mont's Northeast Kingdom. Marilyn 
said she sees herself as "owner, conser- 
vator and developer, in a good sense." 
John Pastore said their original goal 
was to create a getaway where they 
and guests could relax. 

'Tm a cardiologist. I know what a 
Iow heart ratę is," he ąuipped. But 
they were swept up in the farm's grand 
history and restoration. "This is our 
mid-life madness," Marilyn said with 
a smile. 

Fixing up the dilapidated Creamery 
and an adjacent farmhouse took a 


painstaking year. The Pastores origi- 
nally bought 66 acres, but have put 
back together 440 acres of the original 
farm. The reading room where we 
talked contains scrapbooks with pic- 
tures of the old farm and its prize-win- 
ning Jersey cattle and Morgan horses. 

Since the inn opened, Marilyn Pas¬ 
tore has worked to form a non-profit 
year-round trails association for the 
Burkę area, hoolced up with St. Johns- 
bury's Fairbanks Museum on an agri- 
cultural heritage program, and is ex- 
ploring creative and public ways to use 
the three barns, which are perhaps the 
best intact example in Vermont of a 
late-19th century stoclc farm. For now, 
the barns are home to two draft horses 
for sleigh rides, and a few other horses 
and cows, as well as the horses of inn 
guests who want to bring their own. 

The next morning, after a delicious, 
copious breakfast that included fresh 
fruit salad, three lcinds of homemade 
sweet breads and rolls, granola and 
breakfast burritos, I headed over to ex- 
plore the nearby Burkę Mountain 
Cross-Country Ski Center. With a 
smali ski and rental shop heated with 
a woodstove, Burkę has a low-key and 
unassuming atmosphere, but when I 
got on the trails, I discovered a 60-kilo- 
meter system superbly groomed for 
both classical and skate slciing. 

The trails start at 1,300 feet and 
wind by beautiful vistas and through 
gorgeous woods. The terrain is exhila- 
rating and magical, rolling and wind- 
ing, perfect for classical skiers. 
Panoramie views popped up every- 
where: on the wide intermediate 
Northview trail, where I could see 
mounts Pisgah and Hor again, and the 
loop on Magill Fields, which presented 
a sweeping view of Burkę Mountain 
and surrounding peaks. I had the place 
practically to myself, too, though 
moose sometimes share the trails here. 

I hoped to ski Burke's newest trail, 
North Pasture, which goes along an 
1850s sheep-driving road with even 
morę incredible lookouts, but I skied 
past the trailhead and my time and 
legs gave out. It gave me a perfect rea- 
son to come back to explore morę of 
this North Country gem, which 
matches the best cross-country skiing 
anywhere. 

A few weeks later, I headed to north- 
ern Yermont, not far from the Cana- 
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INNS & OUTINGS 


Dining & Lodging Guide 


dian border, for a spring fling at 
Hazen's Notch Ski-Touring Center in 
Montgomery Center. At Hazen's 
Notch, I found a wonderful throwback 
to the 1970s: a cozy, rustic touring 
center and 45 kilometers of meander- 
ing, intimate old-style trails immacu- 
lately groomed for diagonal slciing. 
The narrow tracks wound through ma^ 
jestic old sugarbush woods, farm fields 
and clearings that look out on the 
backside of towering Jay Peak and a 
string of mountains. 

Again I had the place practically to 
myself. With warm sunny skies over- 
head and deep powder turning to corn 
snów under my skis, I wrapped up my 
ski season deep in the spell of Ver- 
mont's cross-country magie, already 
looking ahead to next winter. 

How to Go 

The Inn at Mountain View Cream- 

ery, P.O. Box 355, Darling Hill Road, 
East Burkę, VT 05832, tel. (802) 626- 
9924. $95-$ 180 per room, double occu- 
pancy with fuli country breakfast. Ski- 
ing is free for day tourers. 

Burkę Mountain Cross-Country Ski 
Center, tel. (800) 786-8338, trail pass 
$ 12 . 

Hazen's Notch, tel. (802) 326-4708, 
trail pass $11. 

Vermont has many cross-country 
ski gems worth exploring. Here are a 
few suggestions: 

In central Vermont: Rikert Ski- 
Touring Center at Middlebury Col¬ 
lege^ Breadloaf Campus in Ripton, 42 
kilometers, $9 trail fee, (802) 388-2759, 
ext. 44; the Round Barn Farm, Waits- 
field, 25 kilometers, $9 trail fee, (802) 
496-2276. 

In Southern Verinont: Wild Wings 

in Peru, 25 kilometers, $10 trail fee, 
(802) 824-6793; and Grafton Ponds in 
Grafton, 30 kilometers, $12 trail fee, 
(802) 843-2400. 

For a complete list of Vermont's 
cross-country ski areas, consult the 
Vermont Winter Guide, available from 
the Vermont Department of Tourism 
& Marketing, 134 State Street, Mont- 
pelier, VT 05602, tel. l-800-VER- 
MONT. c 


Freelance writer Andrew L. Nemethy lives 
in Adamant. 



(^MistraJP 

at ToCC Qate. 

‘Elegant, 

Eclectic, 

and 

E?cquisitely IFrencfi. 


(for %eservations (802)362-1779 
T ott Qate %oad 
Manchester Center, Vermont 


Circle Reader Service Number 145 


Enjoy ... the Exhilarat- 
ing outdooro and the 
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Southern Yermont: 


BRATTLEBORO 


Latchis Hotel. Elegantly restored 1930s Art 
Deco hotel in historie downtown. Complex in- 
cludes 3-screen Latchis Theatre, Latchis Grille 
& Windham Brewery with freshly brewed aleś 
and lagers. Deluxe lodging includes Continen¬ 
tal breakfast and complimentary movie tick- 
ets. Winner of the Vemiont Preservation Trust 
Award for Excellence. Recommended by Best 
Places to Stay in New England. 50 Main 
Street, Brattleboro. VT 05301. (802) 254- 
6300. 

DORSET 


Barrows House. A collection of white clapboard 
buildings situated on 11 acres in the pic- 
turesąue village of Dorset. Enjoy comfortable 
lodging in our 1804 Main Inn and seven sur- 
rounding historie buildings. Dining is an infor- 
mal and delicious adventure in American re- 
gional cuisine. Minutes from Manchester. 
Children welcome. Open year-round. Linda & 
Jim McGinnis, Innkeepers. Dorset, VT 05251. 
(802) 867-4455 or (800) 639-1620. 

Dorset Inn. Vermont’s oldest continuously op- 
erating inn has been the center of town life for 
over two centuries. The stately 1796 Colonial 
offers 31 rooms, including two suites, all with 
private baths. Excellent creative American 
cuisine prepared by chef-owner Sissy Hicks. 
Breakfast, lunch, dinner. Church Street, 

Dorset, VT 05251. 802-867-5500 or 800-835- 
5284, www.dorsetinn.com. 


GRAFTON 

Brandywine Bed & Breakfast and Antiques. 

Formal country inn located in the center of 
Vermont’s most charming village. Enjoy the 
great activities Vermont has to offer. Ask 
about our antiquing tours, fabulous cross- 
country skiing and cooking classes. Our barn 
has two floors of Vermont’s most eclectic se- 
lection of antiąues. Main Street, Grafton, VT 
05146. (802) 843-2250. 

LONDONDERRY 

Viking B&B. This warm, comfortable 1860s 
farmhouse is just a few short steps from the 
expansive groomed trail system. You can ski 
or snowshoe, and at the end of the day sit by a 
crackling fire with hot drinks and good memo- 
ries. Cali for availability and ski conditions. 
Londonderry, VT 05148. (802) 824-3933. (see 
our ad on page 24 ) 

MANCHESTER 

MistraPs. Located in the elegantly refurbished 
Toll Gate Lodge, MistraPs offers exquisite 
French cuisine amid an intimate riverside set- 
ting. Winner of WINĘ SPECTATOR'S 
“Award of ENcellence. 1 ' Savor such specialties 
as Chateaubriand for two, Veal Medallions, or 
Salmon Cannelloni. Chef owned and operated. 
Dana & Cheryl Markey. Reservations are nec- 
essary. Fully licensed. All major credit cards. 
Rte. 11-30, Manchester. VT 05255. (802) 362- 
1779. 

Palmer House. AAA ♦♦♦♦. Large, luxurious 
rooms. one or two bedroom suites, in a Victo- 
rian or country style decor. All with private 
bath, C.A.T.Y., telephones, refrigerators and 
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in-room coffee. See our display ad on this 
page . Please inquire about our winter package 
plans. Continental breakfast available. Route 
7-A North, Manchester Center, VT 05255- 
0657. (802) 362-3600. Reservations (800) 
917-6245 or visit us at www.palmerhouse.com 

Reluetant Panther Inn and Restaurant. A col- 
lection of exquisitely decorated double Jacuzzi 
suites with two fireplaces, right in the heart of 
historie Manchester Village. Weekend rates 
for two persons start at $315/night, including a 
romantic “A la carte" dinner in our restaurant 
and three-course Vennont country breakfasts. 
Lower priced rooms with fireplace and mid- 
week rates also available. West Rd., off Route 
7A, Manchester Village, VT 05254-0678. 
Reservation Linę: (802) 362-2568. e-mail: 
panther@sover.net. For free information visit 
our Web site: www.reluctantpanther.com 

PERU 

Johnny Seesaw’s. Elegantly rustic log lodge of- 
fering private guest rooms, family suites & 
two-bedroom cabins with living room & fire¬ 
place. Magnificent country cuisine & winę 
list. Pets permitted. On Bromley Mountain 
400 yards from lifts and minutes to Stratton 
Mountain and cross-country skiing. Peru, VT 
05152. (800) 424-CSAW. 
email: gary@jseesaws.com. 


Central Yermont: 


CHITTENDEN 

Mountain Top Inn & Resort. Fuli service 
country inn with spectacular views. hne dining 
& endless recreational activities: Cross-coun¬ 
try skiing, ice skating, sledding, snowshoeing, 
horse drawn sleigh rides & much morę! 
Mountain Top Road. Chittenden, VT 05737. 

1 -800-445-2100. (see our ad on page 24) 

LUDLOW 

The Castle. If outstanding candlelit dining, fine 
winę and scrumptious desserts strike your 
fancy, this is the place! [October 1997 SKI 
Magazine Restaurant Review, p. 40]. Spectac¬ 
ular architecture and old-world craftsmanship; 
richly fumished, comfortable and very private 
English Manor House. 10 spacious guest 
rooms, fireplaces, and whirlpools. Junction 
103/131, Proctorsville, VT 05153. (802) 226- 
7222, (800) 697-7222. (see our ad on page 
75) http://www.thecastle-vt.com 

Jewell Brook Inn. Enjoy our turn-of-the-century 
country home with 10 comfortable. individu- 
ally appointed guest rooms. Sumptuous fuli 
breakfast; Okemo Mountain shuttle on winter 
weekends. Ice skating pond. Great cross-coun¬ 
try skiing nearby. After your day’s outing, 
take refreshments in front of a crackling lirę in 
our Tavem Room. 82 Andover St. (Rte. 100), 
Ludlow, VT 05149. (800) 681-4855. (see our 
ad on page 75) 

MIDDLEBURY 

The Inn on the (Jreen. Gracefully restored 1803 
National Register Landmark on the inviting 
Middlebury Green, now an elegantly comfort¬ 
able eleven room inn. Private baths, and every 
other modem amenity presented in the charm 
of the early nineteenth century. Delicious con- 



G et away to an 
intimate inn 
in a pristine Vermont 
village. A quiet, refined 
ambiance invites 
relaxation or romance. 
Many rooms with wood 
fireplaces and double 
jacuzzis-two suites 
with two fireplaces 
and double jacuzzis! 


You'll Only Be Reluetant To Leave. 

RELUCTANT PANTHER INN 

West Road, Manchester Village 
visit online at vvvm.reluctantpanther.com 


uropean restraint, 
American informality, 
Verniont beauty. 
Comfortable bar 
and excellent dining 
complete your stay. 

Midweek ski 
packages available. 

Cali to arrange 
your escape. 


1-800-822-2331 


Circle Reader Service Number 201 


GOOD CHEER 

a restaurant, a brewery & a great hotel 
“all under one roof’ 



WINDHAM BREWERY-celebrating 
the seasons with freshly brewed aleś & lagers 
LATCHIS GRILLE - serving a unique mix 
of American & International cuisine 

GOOD NIGHT 

the distinctive smali hotel 



LATCHIS HOTEL • 802-254-6300 
50 MAIN STREET, BRATTLEBORO, VY 05301 
http://www.brattleboro.com/latchis 


the heart of 
Manchester and its sur- 
rounding mountains, is nestled a pic- 
turesque Motel on 20 acres, in-town loca- 
tion, with fine dining at “Ye Olde Tavern” 
adjacent. Shop at nearby famous outlet and 
factory Stores, ski the slopes, or just relax in 
our private Whirlpool and Sauna. 

Palnie r Hondę 

Rt. 7A North 

Manchester Center, Vermont 05255 
800-917-6245 

or visit us ar www.palmerhouse.com 
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Come revive your spirit with comfortable 
lodging, gourmet dinners 8t hearty 
breakfasts. A couple of days is all it takes. 
Convenient to your favorite winter activities. 


Spacious Suites • Fireplaces 
Acclaimed Restaurant 
Downhill & X-C Skiing 
Minutes from Manchester 
GREAT MID-WEEK RATES 
1-800-639-1620 
in Vermont 802-867-4455 
www.banowshouse.com 


ROUTE 30 • DORSET, VT 05251 
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ItOKSII 

INN 


k^*AVOR THE COMFORT FOOD 
AND AMBIANCE OF THE 

Historic Dorset Inn. 

CIIURCII STREET, DORSET • (802) cS67-5500 • WWW, DORSETINN.COM 
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PARADISE MOTOR INN 



76 deluxc rooms and suites with A/C, DD phones and cablc 
color TV. Some rooms have private balconies/patios and 
saunas. Heatcd pool, tennis courts situaced on acres of 
beautifully landscapcd grounds in downtown Bennington 
just below the muscum and historie Old Bennington. 

<®> OOO 

141 West Main Street 
Bennington, Vermont 05201 
(802) 442-8351 
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EVERYTHING YOU DREAMED 
A SK1 LODGE SHOULD BE 

Rooms with Fireplaces • Private Cabins • Family Suites 
• Cozy Pub • Magnificent Country Cuisine • 
Horse Drawn Sleigh Rides 


\Ł 


Peru, Vermont 05152 
1-800-424-CSAW 

>-mail: gary@jseesaws.com 
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Middlebury’s 1803 Landmark Inn ) 


■■ ■ ♦ . 

11 ąuiet, comfortable, 
individually decorated 
rooms, each with 
private bath and 
air conditioning 

Complimentary 
Continental breakfast 
and aftemoon 
snacks 



Overlooking Middlebury 
Green, just steps from 
fine shops and 
restaurants; three 
blocks from 
Middlebury College 

19 SOUTH PLEASANT ST. 
MIDDLEBURY, VT 
802-388-7512 


THE 

'INN' 

ON THE 

GREEN 
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Providing a cordial pub, cozy rooms 
and unpretentious fine dining to the 
weary traveler sińce 1810. Serving 
dinner daily and Sunday brunch. 

4 WAYBURY INN ¥ 

Route 125, E Middlebury, VT 05740 I-800-348-I8I0 • 802-388^015 
www.wayburyinn.com 
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tinental breakfast served to guest rooms. Out- 
standing, pampering service in a distinctive 
setting. 19 South Pleasant St., Middlebury, VT 
05753. (802) 388-7512, fax (802) 388-4075, 
e-mail micki@sover.net 

Waybury Inn. Step back in time and experience 
the charm of an authentic stagecoach inn. Pro- 
viding a cordial pub, cozy rooms and unpre¬ 
tentious fine dining to the weary traveler sińce 
1810. Just minutes away from Middlebury 
which offers shopping, sightseeing and many 
cultural and community events. Route 125, 
East Middlebury, VT 05740. (800) 348-1810. 

PLYMOUTH 

Hawk Inn & Mountain Resort. Located just 
minutes from Okemo and Killington, Hawk 
offers an array of activities in one of Ver- 
mont’s most scenie havens. Miles of groomed 
cross-country trails, 2 lighted skating rinks, 
sleigh rides, a brand new year-round outdoor 
pool and spa, indoor pool and jacuzzi, an ele¬ 
gant country restaurant, and much morę. 
Choose a beautifully appointed inn room or 
enjoy the comforts of a fully eąuipped moun¬ 
tain villa, each with a trademark fieldstone 
fireplace. AA A w w . Scenie Route 100, 
P.O. Box 64, Plymouth, VT 05056. (800) 685- 
HAWK. (see our ad on page 21) 
www.hawkresort.com 

RANDOLPH 

Three Stallion Inn. Four season destination re¬ 
sort on 1300 pastorał acres combines warmth 
and friendliness with modem amenities: Spa- 
cious guest rooms w/private bath, casual fine 
dining, 25 miles of x-c skiing and snowshoe- 
ing trails, fitness center, sauna, whirlpools. 90- 
seat restaurant and the Morgan’s Pub. Confer- 
ence Facilities. Open for lunch and dinner. 

Cali about “WINTER STAY FREE" program. 
Randolph. VT. (800) 424-5575. (see our ad on 
page 25) http://www.vtweb.com/3stallion 

ROCHESTER 

Liberty Hill Farm is an award-winning dairy 
farm featured numerous times in Yermont Life 
for its picturesąue location, warm family at- 
mosphere and excellent meals. Bob & Beth 
Kennett have hosted guests from around the 
world for many years. You are welcome to 
visit the barn during chores, relax in the 1825 
farmhouse, or enjoy the many year-round ac- 
tivities. Dinner and breakfast are included in 
the lodging rates. Liberty Hill Rd.. Rochester, 
VT 05767. (802) 767-3926. (see our ad on 
page 78) 

WARREN 

The Pitcher Inn and Restaurant. Classic Yer¬ 
mont Country Inn in the heart of historie War¬ 
ren Village and the Mad River Valley. Gener- 
ous rooms and suites with fireplaces, private 
baths, comfortable seating area, telephone. 
TV/VCR, A/C, and computer/fax hookup. En¬ 
joy breakfast while overlooking the trout 
brook and fine dining in the Garden Room. An 
outstanding selection of wines from our cellar 
will compliment your meal. P.O. Box 347, 
Warren, VT 05674. (802) 583-1094. (see our 
ad on page 78) 

WATERBURY 

Thatcher Brook Inn. Twenty-four room coun¬ 
try inn with every modem comfort. 


Whirlpools and fireplaces. French country cui¬ 
sine in Victoria’s and casual farę in The Bar & 
Grill. Aftemoon tea daily. In the heart of ski 
country — between Stowe and Sugarbush. 

Ski, Romance and Family Packages. Kids 12 
and under stay free. Waterbury, VT 05676. 
(800) 292-5911. (see our ad on page 79) 


u / Northern Vermoxt: 

CRAFTSBURY COMMON 

Craftsbury Outdoor Center. Year-round resort 
on a wildemess lakę in Vermont's Northeast 
Kingdom with an emphasis on the outdoor ex- 
perience. Accommodations and dining for up 
to 90 guests in rustic lodges and cottages. 
Craftsbury is a renowned destination for 
cross-country skiing in the winter and moun¬ 
tain biking/walking in the summer and fali. 
P.O. Box 31, Craftsbury Common, VT 05827. 
(800) 729-7751. (see our ad on page 24) 
www.craftsbury.com 

EAST BURKĘ 

Darling’s at the Inn at Mountain View 

Creamery is a weekend treat, open Thursday, 
Friday, and Saturday evenings. The most in- 
novative restaurant in the Northeast Kingdom. 
Darling’s features Rack of Lamb with Apricot 
Mint Glaze, Bouillabaisse, and Moroccan 
Lemon Chicken. A well-selected intemational 
winę list completes the dining experience. 
Beautiful, breathtaking site. Located on Dar¬ 
ling Hill Rd., East Burkę, VT 05832. Cali 
(802) 626-9924 for reservations. (see our ad 
on page 24) 

JERICHO 

Homeplace Bed & Breakfast. A quiet spot in a 
hundred-acre wood. Two dogs and two cats 
welcome you to Homeplace. Gardens sur- 
round the house and the nearby barn is filled 
with friendly animals. Miles of hiking and ski 
trails complete the picture. Rates are $55 D/O. 
Fuli Breakfast. P.O. Box 96, Jericho. VT 
05465. Mariot Huessy (802) 899-4694. 

STOWE 

Brass Lantern Inn. Award-winning B&B Inn. 
Restored 1800 farmhouse & carriage barn fea- 
turing: antiques, stenciling, fireplaces, 
whirlpools, planked fioors and beams. hand- 
made quilts, private baths & mountain views. 
Featured in: Fodors, Best Places to Kiss in 
New England . Discerning Travelers. An inti- 
mate inn in the heart of Stowe. Non-smoking 
AA A ♦♦♦ Inn. 717 Mapie Street, Stowe, VT 
05672. (800) 729-2980. 
www.stoweinfo.com/saa/brasslantern 

The Gables Inn. Classic Vermont Country Inn. 
Ali private baths, smoke-free, beautifully dec¬ 
orated with antiques, collectibles, century-old 
charming inn, romantic carriage house & 
country elegant riverview suites, woodbuming 
fireplaces, whirlpools, CTV, outdoor hot tub. 
snowshoes. incomparable breakfasts, apres-ski 
included. Dinner — country to gourmet. 
BYOB. Weddings, gatherings, packages. 1457 
Mountain Road. Stowe, VT 05672. (800) 
GABLES 1 or (802) 253-7730. (see our ad on 
page 79) www.gablesinn.com 
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The Joys of Splitting 

By Susan Keese 



M ost people 
my age stay 
fit by work- 
ing out at health 
clubs. I, however, 
living on a back road 
in South Newfane, 
am blessed with cer- 
tain necessary activ- 
ities that keep me 
strong and remind 
me that I am a guest 
in nature's household, rather than the 
other way around. 

One of my favorite exertions is split¬ 
ting wood. It is one of the few activi- 
ties I engage in that makes perfect 
sense. We heat our house with wood; 
it grows out back. The amount of en- 
ergy I invest in going out and getting it 
translates directly into the amount of 
warmth and comfort I receive in re¬ 
turn. The eąuation is enhanced by an 
unexpected pleasure: the joy of hard, 
physical work. 

No one ever showed me how to use 
an ax or a splitting maul. But I know 
when I am doing it right; I can feel the 
heavy Steel head gathering its own 
power as it falls toward the wood, 
sinlcs in and strikes it open with soul- 
satisfying precision at some point I 
have fixed in my mind. 

Some people in our valley have 
decades worth of firewood stacked 
around their property. I can't imagine 
having my life in such splendid order. 


Most of the people I know who heat 
with wood buy it by the cord — split 
and delivered — in the spring, summer 
or fali. We buy about two-thirds of 
ours; the other third comes from the 
woods behind our house. 

My husband, John, works at it spo- 
radically throughout the year, contem- 
plating for weeks, sometimes, which 
trees he's planning to cut before going 
out with the chainsaw to take them 
down. Toward the end of summer he 
picks up the pace, heading out every 
weekend and sometimes after work to 
saw into stove-lengths the trees he has 
felled. Then he heaves them into piles 
along the fenceline for me to split. 

I don't really start to think about 
getting it in until after the first frost, 
when the dahlias are dug and the Win¬ 
ter sąuash are put away. Then, when 
the underbrush dies down and the 
ground underfoot is soft with fallen 
leaves, I head for the woods. During 
the fali I take my ax and maul with me 


and chop right in the 
woodlot, hauling 
out the pieces in a 
big-wheeled garden 
cart. 

I split mainly ash, 
£ birch and mapie, 
g Once in a while 
j there's a surprise — 
| an old apple snag, a 
leftover from the 
days, not too long 
ago, when this land was open meadow. 
In the years between 1800 and the 
Great Depression, these hills were 
picked bald as eggs by neighbors, now 
long-gone, who operated sawmills and 
grew oats and potatoes where it's all 
forest now. The apple wood is lovely 
inside, almost too pretty and sweet- 
smelling to burn in the voracious wood 
furnace that rumbles in our mudroom 
all winter. 

Sometimes as I work, my neighbor 
Irving Pikę appears out of nowhere to 
give me a tip on how it should be done. 
Irving, who has lived on this hill longer 
than anyone, walks through the woods 
with a hand ax as sharp as a razor. He's 
always admonishing me to sharpen 
minę. 

"I always keep my cutting tools 
sharp," he bragged to the doctor this 
fali when he sliced through a 
metatarsal, clean as a whistle, with his 
double bit. "Doctor Chard told me he 
would have had to put a screw in my 
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foot if Td smashed it with a duli ax," 
he told me when I paid him a visit in 
the hospital. I bragged back that my ax 
was so duli it would have bounced off 
my boot. 

Later, though, I asked him to show 
me how he uses his grindstone, a 30- 
inch wheel of Ohio sandstone 
mounted on a wooden frame. It runs 
on a foot treadle, turning through an 
old tire, cut in half and filled with wa- 
ter. "You've got to keep the stone wet 
or the heat will puli the temper from 
the Steel," Irving told me. It takes him 
half a day to get a good edge. 

In the winter, when the snów is 
deep, I work at a chopping błock close 
to home, dragging logs from the woods 
on a plastic toboggan, down a flume- 
like run toward our front yard. There's 
some rough terrain about halfway 
down, a little slough where I push and 
puli, grunting noisily until the sled 
springs free. Then I jump out of the 
way as it shoots past the garden and 
careens around the corner, spilling the 
logs just where I want them, near the 
mudroom door. 

Getting the wood close to the house 
is the hardest work. After that, each 
piece, with its knots and whorls and 
difficulties, is a puzzle, a series of 
smali surprises to open up. 


One day, Richard, another neighbor, 
came to look at my daughter's old 
Volvo. We'd been trying, somewhat 
half-heartedly, to sell it sińce the sum- 
mer, when she'd gone away to college. 
Richard had called that moming to say 
he lcnew someone he thought might 
be interested in buying it. Would we 
mind if he stopped by with his battery 
charger and tire pump? 

It was one of those deep blue, below- 
zero days when your nostrils freeze to- 
gether and the snów sąueaks under- 
foot. I had just wrestled down a big 
load of logs and was catching my 
breath when Richard, who'd arrived in 
my absence, spied the ax. His eyes lit 
up and he went for it. 

He was better at it than I, that was 
elear. Each time the blade fell, a log 
split open,- I might have had to strate- 
gize a second stroke. 

"HI let you do one morę, then the j 
rest is minę," I blurted, half-embar- 
rassed. He backed off immediately. 
"This is the fun part," I shrugged. 
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THE 

CLEAN 

YIELD 


SOCIALLY 
RESPONSIVE 
FINANCIAL 
SERVICES 
SINCE 1985 





Portfolio management tailored to meet each 
client's financial needs and social values. 

We specialize in services for individuals and 
provide our clients with a bi-monthly newsletter. 


Social Screens Address 

Environment 
Women & Minorities 
Humań Rights 
Labor Relations 
Corporate Citizenship 
Animal Rights 
Nuclear Proliferation 


For morę information cali 800.809.6439 or write: 

The Clean Yield 

P.O. Box 117 

Garvin Hill Road 

Greensboro. VT 05841 
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The Weather Hill Restoration Co. 

CLASS1C REPRODUCTIONS AND RESTORATIONS ON YOUR SITE 



The Weather Hill Restoration Company, a nationally renowned preservation firm, provides 
all consulting, design, building and restoration services. They also offer a large inventory 
of classic antique homes, barns and outbuildings. The cost is very competitive with new 
custom built houses. The craftsmanship is unmatched. Please cali for literaturę. 

CHARLOTTE 802.425.2095 MANCHESTER 802.362.0811 WAITSFIELD 802.496.2280 
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Richard is an extraordinarily under- 
standing neighbor. There I was like 
some fool, sweating icicles and fend- 
ing off his well-meaning help. But a 
few minutes later, there he was, lying 
on his back in my snow-covered drive- 
way, tinkering with a car that had sat 
there sińce August. We exchanged the 
knowing looks of fellow winter sur- 
vivors and returned to our respective 
tasks. Everyone who ventures out- 
doors is a survivor when the tempera¬ 
turę drops below zero. 

There are others who are less sym- 
pathetic, whose thinly veiled ridicule 
puts me on the defensive: No one, 
they say, splits wood anymore without 
a gas-powered splitter; certainly no 
one brings it out of the woods without 
a truck. My own predilection for the 
simplest tools — wedge, hammer, 
blade and plastic sled — renders me in- 
capable of making a serious change in 
the landscape. I am irrelevant, a dab- 
bler — although I don't feel like one 
toward March when the bought wood 
is gone and the snów is still deep and 
there's nothing but me and my sled be- 
tween us and an uncomfortable 
evening. Still, I have no place in the 
noisy fraternity of big yellow ma- 
chines. 

I have sometimes been less than im- 
pressed with the work of morę serious 
woodcutters. There's a trail up the hill 
behind us, an old road that leads to a 
brook and a cellar hole where a house 
used to be. Several years ago a logging 
operation sent half the brook running 
down the trail and all but obliterated 
the cellar hole. I am in no hurry to ri- 
val that kind of efficiency. 

I've seen thoughtful logging as well. 
There's a spot on our hillside where 
the deer stayed alive this winter by 
sticking to the places where a logger 
had madę a bed of pine boughs and 
tamped down the snów with his skid- 
der. 

For me, it is enough to be out among 
the cold creaking trees on an uncom- 
plicated mission, listening to the chirp 
and scree of nuthatches and chick- 
adees and generating just enough heat 
for my family and a little light besides. 
Life is too sweet to be completely gov- 
emed by efficiency. 


Susan Keese lives and writes in South 
Newfane. 




Vermont's Only 
Life Care Retirement 
Community 

• Picturesąue Natural Setting 

• Cross Country Skiing and 
Hiking Trails on 135 acres 

• Time to Pursue your Interests 

• New Friendships 

• On-site Long Term Health Care 

• A Gift to your Children 


For information about our 1- and 2-bedroom apartments and cottages 
and our Life Care Contract , cali 1-800-462-0856 

Wake Robin, 200 Wake Robin Drive, Shelburne, Vermont 05482 
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M c KERNON 

DESIGN • CONSTRUCTION • INTERIORS • FURNISHINGS 


Brandon, Yermont 


(888) 484-4200 Glens Falls, New York 

www.sover.net/~mckernon 
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Snów Haven 

Snowmobilers Make Tracks to Island Pond 


By Jon Vara 

Photographed by Alden Pellett 


I t's a cold, elear winter evening. Most area residents are relaxing after supper, but for 
Brighton Snowmobile Club president Phil Sanborn, the work day is just beginning. He 
steps up into one of the big German-made Pisten Bully snów groomers that stand in 


wait at the club's eąuipment shed a few miles outside the village of Island 
Pond. The diesel engine rumbles to life. Sanborn eases the machinę out of the 
yard — its headlights boring a bright tunnel in the blackness ahead — and 
turns to the northeast, toward the expanse of wild country along the upper 
Nulhegan River. 

Sanborn glances bacie at the hydraulically 
controlled trail drag, which shaves down the 
bumps and fills the Iow spots, leaving a solid, 
smooth-surfaced trail in its wake. The glass-en- 
closed cab has begun to warm up, and he faces 
front again and settles into his seat. "It's pack- 
ing real well tonight," he says. ''Some lcinds of 
snów can be tough to work with. If you've got 
a lot of new powdery stuff, it's lilce trying to 
pack feathers." 

He should lcnow. The Brighton club, smack 
in the middle of the statek wild northeastern 
corner, is responsible for 110 miles of snowmo¬ 
bile trails, and it talces its responsibility very 
seriously. Throughout the season — which 
may last for four months or morę — Sanborn 
and his co-workers groom the entire system 
twice each weelc. (That's even morę work than 
it seems. Since most trails are two lanes wide 
to allow snowmobiles enough room to pass 
comfortably, each biweekly grooming run ac- 
tually reąuires two complete circuits of the 
system.) At six miles per hour — about aver- 
age for groomers on their nocturnal rounds — 
that adds up to ąuite a bit of time. Sanborn ad- 
justs a control lever and grinds on into the 
darkness, looking very much at ease at the 
hełm of the Pisten Bully. 

It would be a lot easier to groom trails in the 
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daytime, of course — but as a 
wintertime visitor to Island Pond 
can hardly fail to notice, the pres- 
ence of a slow-moving trail 
groomer during the daylight 
hours would lead to an impossi- 
ble bottleneck. On this sunny 
Saturday afternoon, the half- 
dozen major trails leading to and 
from the village are freighted 
with groups of inbound and out- 
bound riders. Most of the 
wheeled vehicles in town are sit- 
ting in parking lots, attached to empty snow¬ 
mobile trailers. The snów machines them- 
selves are lined up three and four deep at the 
gas station on Main Street, and the throaty 
hum of their engines — a sound wholly unlike 
the high-pitched chattering of an earlier gener- 
ation of snowmobiles — is so constant and fa- 
miliar that area residents don't even hear it un- 
less they consciously listen for it. 

Indoors, a ąuieter but eąually distinctive 
sound can be heard: the rhythmic shish-shish- 
shish of people walking about in nylon snow¬ 
mobile suits. And although the lunchtime rush 
at fennifer's Restaurant is beginning to slow a 
bit, the murmur of conversation and the clink 
of plates and forks and coffee cups is regularly 


Left, Phil Sanborn 
and Bob Dexter 
with the groomer 
they use to smooth 
the Brighton Snozv- 
mobile Club's 110 
miles of trail in 
northern Yermont. 
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interrupted by the whir of fabric that 
signals the entrance of a new group of 
hungry riders, followed by the scrape 
of chairs and a series of hollow thunks 
as helmets are deposited on the floor. 

In back, at a pair of smali tables that 
have been pushed together, five very 
cheerful visitors enjoy a meal of ham- 
burgers and French fries. They are Don 
and Dianę Bilodeau, their daughters 
Dana Drouin and Dawn Scribner, and 
their friend Paul Cotton. Ali are from 
central New Hampshire, but they have 
ridden to Island Pond today from their 
camp in Clarksville, New Hampshire, 
some 60 trail miles to the northeast. 
After lunch, they plan to stroił around 
the village briefly, then climb onto 
their snów machines and head back to 
Clarksville. 

"When we started snowmobiling 
back in the '70S," Don says, "you 
never could have done this as a day 
trip." 

Dianę nods yigorously. "It's true," 
she says. "If you rode 50 miles, you'd 
had a long, long day. And you felt like 
it, too." 

Today, though, 120-mile rides are 
perfectly routine. Indeed, the Bilodeau 
elan put in an even longer day yester- 
day, making the run from Clarksville 




to Rangely, Maine, and back, a 150- 
mile trip. (During that outing, the 
Bilodeau sons-in-law rode the snow- 
mobiles while Dawn and Dana stayed 
behind to take care of their young chil- 
dren ; today it's the men's turn to 
watch the kids while the women take 
to the trail.) 

Why the change? Much of it, Paul 
Cotton says, can be attributed to the 
reliability of modem snowmobiles. "In 
the old days, you were always break- 
ing down," he says. "You had to drag 


around a big pile of spare parts, and a 
big toolbox." Today's snów machines 
are also far morę comfortable on long 
rides than their predecessors, thanks 
to amenities like electric starters and 
built-in handwarmers. "They have in¬ 
dependent suspensions, too," Dana 
points out. "They handle bumps a lot 
better, so you don't get as tired." 

But morę important by far, they 
agree, is the dramatic improvement in 
the ąuality of the trails themselves. 
Thanks to the hard work of groups like 
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Island Pond is the hub of the north- 
eastern Vermont trails system, the nat- 
ural starting or ending point for a 
day's tour. Left, snowmobilers keep lo- 
cal hotels busy throughout the winter; 
below, Brendon and Carmen Cote of 
Canaan, suited up for a cold day's ride. 


And although it's difficult to assign 
credit for improvements in snowmo- 
biles, Vermont's extraordinary trail 
system is almost entirely the work of 
one hard-working volunteer organiza- 
tion: the Vermont Association of Snów 
Travelers, appropriately lcnown as 
VAST. 

VAST was formed in the winter of 
1967 by a handful of snowmobile en- 
thusiasts who gathered at a Colchester 
motel. The name they adopted as their 
first order of business was then no 
morę than an expression of hope. To¬ 
day, VAST is responsible for 5,000 
miles of trail, and has morę than 
20,000 members in Vermont and else- 
where. (Out-of-state riders who use 
VAST trails must join one of 157 local 
clubs — at an average cost of $10 per 
year — and pay an annual $50 trail 
maintenance fee.) The parent organi- 
zation recently moved into a brand- 
new building in the town of Berlin, 
now employs a full-time Staff, and has 
an annual budget of $2.5 million. 

Despite its growth, VAST is still a 
lean, tightly run organization, funnel- 
ing 85 percent of its budget directly 
into its trail system. And each dollar 
goes an unusually long way because 
members of the local clubs — most of 
which favor whimsical labels like the 
Sno-Zippers, Gully Jumpers or Rock 
Dodgers — do much of the hard physi- 
cal work of trail building and mainte¬ 
nance as volunteers. The local clubs 
also work hard to maintain the lcey to 


the Brighton Snowmobile Club and 
the Canaan Border Riders, the rough, 
poorly designed, unmarked trails of 
the sport's early years have been super- 
seded by spacious, well-maintained 
routes that have been carefully mapped 
and provided with accurate mileage 
and directional signs. 

Even this, however, is only part of 
the big picture. The phenomenal 
growth of recreational snowmobiling 
in Vermont — which now attracts rid¬ 
ers from all over New England and be- 


yond — has not been built on a few 
outstanding local trail systems, but on 
a well-integrated network of many 
such systems, enabling riders to rangę 
across the entire length and breadth of 
the State. 

Thanlcs to that combination of me- 
chanical advances and trail improve- 
ments, snowmobiling has gone from 
an arduous, kidney-killing endeavor 
pursued by a smali number of zealots 
to a thoroughly pleasant family pas- 
time enjoyed by tens of thousands. 
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VAST's success: good relations with 
the private landowners over whose 
land most of the trails run. 

Vermont's approach to snowmobile 
development is decidedly unusual in 
itself. Of the 26 States where snowmo- 
biling is popular, only two — Vermont 
and Oregon — are home to extensive 
trail systems that receive no direct 
funding from their respective States. 
Montpelier's only financial contribu- 
tion to VAST consists of a share of the 
money generated by snowmobile regis- 
trations, and that portion of the state's 
gas tax receipts attributable to snow- 
mobiles — which, in an average year, 
consume about three-ąuarters of one 
percent of all the gasoline sold in Ver- 
mont. 

The VAST trail system, in short, is a 
remarkable tribute to the ability of 
snowmobilers, landowners, and State 
government to work together for the 
benefit of all. 

But even among all the excellent 
riding the VAST trail system offers, 
the Island Pond area stands out, for 
several reasons. 

Start with snów. Locals lilce to claim 
that the year consists of six months of 
winter and six months of getting ready 
for winter — an exaggeration, perhaps, 
but a pardonably slight one. And while 
the snowmobiling season isn't six 
months long, it often lasts a good four 
months — from the beginning of De- 
cember to the end of March — and 
sometimes stretches well into April. 

Not surprisingly, the region has be- 
come a mecca for riders from Southern 
New England and beyond. But it also 
attracts many Vermont riders from far- 
ther south, especially early and late in 
the season when snów can be a scarce 
commodity elsewhere. 

"You can ride here when you can't 
ride anywhere else," says Rutland area 
resident Greg Poili. 



Poili and his brother and riding part¬ 
ner, Dana — sometimes accompanied 
by other family members as well — 
tow their snowmobile trailer to Island 
Pond three or four times a season, 
spending a night or two at a favorite 
bed and breakfast with each visit. 

Brighton, of course, doesn't have a 
monopoly on snów. All of Vermont's 
northern border region is blessed with 
abundant snowfall, and offers plenty of 
superb trail riding. Even so, seasoned 
riders lilce the Bilodeaus and the Poili 
brothers are apt to single out the 
Brighton club's trails as their favorites. 

"The grooming is tops," Greg Poili 
says. "There's great scenery, and there 


are so many trails to choose from. You 
can take off on a long ride, or ride on 
the pond, or loop around for a whole 
day on the trails near the village." 
Twice in the past two years, a survey 
of VAST members has selected the 
Brighton Snowmobile ClulYs trails as 
the best in Vermont. 

Moreover, Island Pond's location — 
near the height of land that separates 
the Connecticut River Valley on the 
east from the Lakę Memphremagog 
drainage to the west — makes it a nat- 
ural trail hub, and a convenient place 
to begin or end a tour. With major 
long-distance routes diverging in all di- 
rections, yisiting snowmobilers are in 
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Snów machines idle on a 
frigid morning in Island Pond. 



no danger of becoming part of the old 
you-can't-get-there-from-here routine. 

In a sense, Island Pond's emergence 
as a snowmobiling crossroads is an 
echo of its past, when its position on 
the raił linę connecting Portland, 
Boston and Montreal madę it a 
bustling railroad town. Today it is the 
snowmobile, not the locomotive, that 
provides the power. 

"Snowmobilers love a big break- 
fast," says Peggy Oertell, owner of the 
Clyde River Coffee Shop. "On a good 
Sunday morning we'll serve 200 peo- 
ple." And Oertell loves the snowmo¬ 
bilers. "I don't know what we'd do all 
winter without them," she says. 


Many of the coffee shop patrons stay 
overnight at the attached Clyde River 
Hotel, which is routinely boolced solid 
for most of the winter. Others find 
room at the notably snowmobile- 
friendly Lakefront Motel, just across 
the Street, where guests can park their 
snów machines in front of their rooms 
(signs politely reąuest that they not 
park them on the walkways) and ride 
directly onto the snow-covered surface 
of Island Pond itself. There's a framed 
color photo of a trail groomer on the 
wali of the motel office, where visitors 
can also purchase last-minute items 
like mittens and extra spark plugs. 

The mittens and spark plugs are not 


a major source of revenue in them- 
selves. But if their value is added to 
the receipts for lodging at the motel 
and hotel — and the breakfasts at the 
Clyde River Coffee Shop, the lunches 
at Jennifer's Restaurant, and the chips 
and soda and gasoline sold at the Irv- 
ing station — and that total is multi- 
plied by the 120-day snowmobiling 
season, it comes to quite a tidy sum. 
Multiply that by the number of Ver- 
mont towns where snowmobilers con- 
gregate each winter, and you're look- 
ing at a major industry. 

According to a recent study by John¬ 
son State College, recreational snow¬ 
mobiling now contributes $165 mil- 
lion to the state's economy each year. 
That's far short of the $500 million 
generated by the downhill skiing in¬ 
dustry, but what's as significant as the 
actual dollar amount is where the 
money goes. Unlilce the income pro- 
duced by the ski industry — which 
tends to be concentrated in and around 
the handful of towns that actually 
host a ski area — snowmobiling dol- 
lars are distributed much morę evenly, 
thanlcs to the sprawling naturę of the 
VAST trail system. 

Where skiing produces intense, lo- 
calized fiscal blizzards, in other words, 
snowmobiling yields a gentler but 
(Continued on page 85) 
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I he stafF at the Vermont Historical 
Society noticed over the years that 
people who \isited the society’s mu- 
seum in Montpelier wanted to see 
morę than just the current thematic ex- 
hibit. Often, visitors would ask to see 
specific items from Vermont history 
that were stored away in the archives of 
the museum or the VHS library. 

In response, the historical society has 
opened a continuing display, “Ali the 
Precious Past,” which offersjust that 
view. From its collecdon of 20,000 
items — which rangę from Ethan 
Allen’s shoe buckles to Ben 8c Jerry’s 
memorabilia, from John Adams’s first 
diary to a seat from Mount Mansfield’s 
first chairlift — the staff selected items 
that snip from the fabric of Vermont 
history a glimpse of a particular per¬ 
son, event or period. 

“We wanted it to be a broad spec¬ 
trum,” said curator Jacqueline Calder, 
“not just famous people, but also the 
everyday story. ” 

The historical society also wanted to 
include not just the state’s shining mo- 
ments, but moments that might not be 
so fondly recalled as well. 

Here, we ofifer a look at a few of the 
Vermont Historical Society’s favorite 
things. They help us to understand 
what Vermont has been, and they may 
shed some light on what it might be- 
come. Stop in at the society’s museum 
in the Pavilion in Montpelier to see the 
exhibit, which will change as different 
items are displayed over the next few 
years. Museum hours: Tuesday-Friday, 

9 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Saturday, 9 a.m.-4 
p.m.; Sunday, noon-4 p.m. For infor- 
mation: (802) 828-2291. — J.C.L. 




Photographed byJlM WESTPHALEN 
Text by JACQUELINE CALDER 




Girl’s Dresses 
1842 

These spectacular red dresses 
of wool and linen are still vibrant 

because they were put away after Margaret Blair and her 
younger sister, Phebe, wore them only once or twice. We 
can imagine how their mother, Marion Gilfillan Blair, may 
have felt whenever she came across the dresses and read 
the article from the St. Johnsbury Caledonian of May 31, 
1842, that was preserved with them: “DEATHS. In Barnet, 
on Sunday the 15th, of canker-rash, Phebe Blair aged 2 Vi 
years; Thursday the 19th, Margaret Blair aged 8 years; Sat¬ 
urday the 21 st, Peter Blair aged 11 years; the children of 
Mr. Joseph Blair.” Today, 
canker-rash would be 
called scarlet fever. 
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World champion wrestling belt 
1880 

During the 1870s and 1880s, professional collar 
and elbow wrestling, the basis for today’s colle- 
giate style, was dominated by Irish-Americans from 
northern Vermont. This belt belonged to one of 
Vermont’s several champions, John McMahon 
(1857-1912), known as the “King of Collar and 
Elbow.” A lifelong resident of Bakersfield, McMahon 
stood 5 feet 9 inches and weighed 183 pounds. He trav- 
eled the world, from Australia to Argentina, defending his title. 
The sport was so popular that his bouts were sometimes featured 
attractions in P.T. BarnunTs circus. 


Et han Allen poster 

1927 


The poster depicting Ethan 
Allen demanding the British 
surrender of Fort Ticonderoga 
in 1775 was commissioned by 
the Dixon Ticonderoga Pencil 
Company as part of a six-part 
series illustrating Revolutionary 
War participants. The original 
was done by artist Frederick 
Coffay Yohn. Despite AlleiTs 
famę, no one has ever found an 
authentic likeness of him pro- 
duced during his lifetime. 



TICONDEROGA 


Snowflake Bentley photographs 

1917 

Wilson “Snowflake” Bentley (1865-1931) lived his entire life in the 
Chittenden County hamlet of Jericho, but he was world famous for his 
photographs of snowflakes, taken with a microscope and a special cam¬ 
era using a process he developed in 1885. Despite the notoriety his life 
of research brought, he continued to make a meager living farming 
the family homestead, and was known locally not only for his research 
but for his playfulness, his sense of humor and his generosity. This 
scrapbook was a gift from him to Francis Hobart of Huntington and 
also includes photos of dew, clouds and frost crystals. 



Green Mountain Siło 
Salesman ’s model and carrying case 
Early 20th century 


Whether selling shoes or silos, a 
salesman needs samples. The first 
silos, built in the late 1870s, were 
square. But because silage spoiled in 
the corners, farmers began to build 
round ones. The Green Mountain 
Siło was patented in 1901, manufac- 
tured by a series of Rutland compa- 
nies and sold throughout the North¬ 
east. Its wooden staves were held to- 
gether by metal bands. 
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Et han Allen’s shoe buckles 
Late 1700s 

Vermonters can recite many stories about 
Ethan Allen. They can imagine him as he 
demanded the surrender of Fort Ticon- 
deroga, ran off Yorkers, or hoisted a tankard 
of ale while denouncing tyranny. But these 
glass, Steel and gold shoe buckles remind us 
that, despite his rough-and-ready image, as a 
prominent Citizen of Vermont he woulcl 
have had to dress the part at times. 


Ku Klux Klan hood 
Circa 1925 

Although the Ku Klux Klan is usually associated with 
the South, where it began, the organization had thou- 
sands of supporters in Vermont during the 1920s and 
early 1930s. Better known for its activities against 
African-Americans, in the North the Klan persecuted 
Jews, Roman Catholics and immigrants who were not 
of northern European descent. Its Vermont following 
diminished in the 1930s because of a bungled raid on 
a Burlington Catholic church, the onset of the De- 
pression and financial corruption in the national or¬ 
ganization. This cotton hood was found in a house in 
East Montpelier. 



CONGRESSIONAL 

Medal of Honor 
1863 

Sergeant Robert Coffey of the 
Fourth Vermont Infantry re- 
ceived the medal for single- 
handedly capturing seven Con- 
federate soldiers on May 13, 
1863, at Banks Ford, Virginia. 
After the war, he helped orga- 
nize the Vermont Soldiers 
Home in Bennington and served 
as its first superintendent. Forty- 
five Vermonters were awarded 
the Medal of Honor for actions 
during the Civil War. Four morę 
have received the nation’s high- 
est military award sińce. 



Hermit Thrush 
Carued by Floyd Scholz of 
Hancock 
1991 

Floyd Scholz, one of the world’s 
best-known bird carvers, created 
this model of Vermont’s State 
bird to mark the state’s bicen- 
tennial. It’s a carving as graceful 
as the thrush’s woodland cali is 
lilting, done in Louisiana tupelo 
wood on a base of Vermont 
marble and cherry. 
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Admirał Dewey’s dress uniform 
Circa 1910 




As America began the 20th century, one of the nation’s most 
celebrated men was Admirał George Dewey (1837-1917). 

Born and raised in landlocked Montpelier, Dewey graduated 
from the U.S. Naval Academy and served with distinction in 
the Civil War. When his fleet defeated the Spanish in Manila 
Bay on May 1, 1898, he became a national bero. His wool uni¬ 
form with its trimmings of brass, gold braid and gold ribbon 
reflected his stature. 


C 

Late 19th century 

Last used in the early 1900s as a doli 
cradle, this unusual ash basket form is 
hard to datę. Basket cradles were 
madę by Vermont’s Native American 
Abenakis as birth gifts in the 1800s. 
Later in the century and into the 
1900s they were also sold as trade or 
souvenir items. The pointed twists, 
called cowis, are a common decorative 
form. Written in pencil on one of the 
rockers is the name Lula Willis, but 
the historical society doesn’t know 
whether or not she madę or owned 
the basket. Anyone with information 
should contact the Vermont Historical 
Society. 


General Strong’s sword and scabbard 
1816 


The sword was presented to Major General Samuel 
of Vermont by Governor Daniel Tomkins of 
New York. It was one of 12 Tomkins presentecl 
to the leaders of the New York and Vermont 
militias who fought the British on the New 
York-Canada border during the War of 1812. 
Tomkins believed the federal government 
had slighted the State militias because it hon- 
ored only the 
leaders of the 
regular army. 

The Vermont 
militia under 
Strong aided 
New York in re- 
pulsing British 
forces along 
the Saranac 

River during the Battle of Plattsburgh, 
even though the Yermonters were 
legally constrained to serve only 
within Yermont. 


Strong 
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I 11 P C3 Jiema l ll€ vcrsion of their story is now legend. The Baron Georg von Trapp, an 
Austrian naval hero, steru and distant from his seven children, hires a governess to care for his 
motherless brood. Ile falls in love with and marries the charming woman, Maria, who gives up her 
plan to become a min and teaehes his sweet but unruly children to sing. 

Not so well known is how the von Trapps, the real musical family loosely depicted in the 
beloved 1965 hlm The Sound of Musie, came to settle and thrive in the verdant mountains of Ver- 
mont, a place they have ealled home for morę than 50 years; how they became Vermonters. 

“When we saw this mountain — when we saw this view — we knew this was it,” recalls Maria 
von Trapp, one of the seven children of Georg and Agathe von Trapp. the BaroiTs first wife. At 83, 
wearing an Austrian dirndl, her gray hair braided atop her head, Maria, with her sparkling, deep- 


By Greg Tasker 



































Christian family refused those re- 
ąuests along with another to sing 
to Hitler over the radio on his birth- 
day. They knew they faced a diffi- 
cult road in Austria after Germany 
seized control; "You can't say no 
three times to Hitler," Georg had 
said. On the pretext of talcing a hik- 
ing trip to Italy, they packed their 
rucksacks and left the country, 
their friends and their aristocratic 
status. Free of the Third Reich, but 
penniless, musie became their 
livelihood. 

A series of concerts brought 
them to the United States, where 
they stayed. They toured the world, 
enthralling audiences with their 
command of sacred musie, English 
madrigals and Austrian, English 
and American folk songs. One sum- 
mer, they came north to Vermont 
seeking a respite from the grueling 
months spent touring and the heat 
and humidity of their home in sub- 
urban Philadelphia. Enchanted by 
the Green Mountains, which re- 
minded them of the foothills of the 
Alps around Salzburg, the von 
Trapps traveled the State looking 
for a farm, a place to cali home. 
Just as they were about to leave, 
they came across a run-down farm- 


Previous pages: The Trapp 
Family Lodge in Stowe 
and, inset, the family in their 
early days in Vermont. 


brown eyes, is easily recognizable 
as a von Trapp. 

"We almost bought the view," 
she continues, sitting in the cozy 
lounge of the Trapp Family Lodge 
in Stowe, gazing at the scene that 
today captivates guests: ridges of 
blue-green mountains that stretch 
across the horizon. "My father had 
concerns about the farmhouse that 
was here but my mother [Maria] 
told him, 'You can build a house 
and a barn, but you can't build a 
view.' " 

At the time, in the early 1940s, 
long before The Sound of Musie, 
the von Trapps were famous in 
their own right as The Trapp Fam¬ 
ily Singers. They had begun singing 
publicly in their native Austria as 
The Trapp Family Choir a few 
years before World War II broke 
out. When the Germans toolc over 
Austria early in 1938, the Nazis 
were after the Baron to command a 
submarine. They also wanted son 
Rupert, who had not yet finished 
medical school, to assume a high 
position in a hospital. The strongly 


house in the hills of Stowe. Cali it 
luck, or divine intervention, they 
knew the place was perfect. 

"We drove as far as a little white 
schoolhouse, and there was a sign: 
Luce Hill ... Up and up it went, 
and the farther up it went, the morę 
beautiful became the view. Then 
we were on top of the hill; and 
when we got out of the cars, we 
knew: This is the place. What a 
panorama!" 

Anyone who has traveled up that 
same hill to the Trapp Family 
Lodge knows precisely what the 
Baroness Maria was describing in 
her 1949 book about the family's 
musical adventures, The Story of 
the Trapp Family Singers, the basis 
for the Broadway musical and the 
film The Sound of Musie. 

When they settled in Stowe in 
1943, the von Trapps built their 
first home with their own hands 
(after the farmhouse fell apart). 
They cleared land, hayed fields, 
and harvested yegetables and ap- 
ples under the guidance of a hired 
farmer. 


Below left, the family whose story 
became "The Sound of Musie" — the 
Baron Georg and Baroness Maria in 
1939 with the seven children from the 
Baron's first marriage and their 
own three children. Below, Johannes, 
their youngest, today operates the 
Trapp Family Lodge. 




44 • YERMONT LIFE 


* 










A half century later, they still 
cali Luce Hill home, at least sym- 
bolically. Most of the von Trapp 
children are no longer involved 
with the lodge, a rebuilt and larger 
version of the original, which 
hurned in 1980. The Baron died in 
1947 and Maria in 1987. Both are 
buried in a smali cemetery near the 
lodge, along with other family 
members. 

The von Trapp children have had 
children of their own. And some of 
their children have had children. 
Today, the von Trapps number 
morę than 75, and family members 
are scattered across the country. 
Many of the second and third gen- 
erations have remained in Ver- 
mont, though, working the land 
and running smali businesses. 

"You're never a Vermonter un- 
less you're a second generation," 
observes Eleonorę von Trapp 
Campbell, second daughter of the 
Baron and Maria, who, like all but 
one of the other children, was born 
in Austria. "For me, Vermont has 
been home. I feel a twinge when I 
visit Austria but I feel a twinge 
when I come bacie to Yermont." 


Although many von Trapps re¬ 
turn freąuently to Austria, they 
sold their family estate outside 
Salzburg after World War II. They 
have madę America home and con- 
sider themselves Americans. Their 
lives have long been entwined with 
Vermont, its tourism industry, 
businesses and farms, so much so 
that the von Trapps are an integral 
part of the Vermont myth. 

"We thought they were strangers 
from a far-off land when they first 
moved here," recalls Zelta Nor- 
cross, a long-time family friend 
who lives in the valley below 
Mount Mansfield. "They wore 
funny clothes and had funny ac- 
cents. It didn't take them long to 
fit into the community, though. 

"I think skiing and the von 
Trapps have put Vermont on the 
map." 

Like any other family, the von 
Trapps have struggled over the 
years with financial pressures, 
tragedy, and their changing rela- 
tionships with one another. Some 
family members would cali the 



Left, granddaughter Elisabeth, record- 
ing her latest work; right, Rosmarie, 
leading a sing-along atthe lodge. 
Below, from left, haying the fields of 
Luce Hill in the 1940s; Eleonorę; and 
grandson Martin and his wife, Kelly, at 
the family farm in Waitsfield. 


von Trapp name a blessing. Others 
might cali it a burden. Most of 
them, though, have come to terms 
with their heritage as they've em- 
barked on the sometimes turbulent 
river of life. 

"When I was growing up, I 
wanted to be an American," re- 
counts Rosmarie von Trapp, at 68 a 
slender, amiable, silver-haired 
woman who carries on the family 
legacy by leading sing-alongs at the 
lodge. "Later, I realized Americans 
had no single culture. Lve learned 
to become happy with our family 
heritage." 
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The six remaining members of the original singing Trapp family, from left, Rosmarie, Eleonorę, Werner, Agathe, Maria and 
Johannes, pose at the lodge last summer with the Austrian soldiers who came to honor the family's refusal to cooperate with 
the Nazis in World War II. 


In all, there were 10 von Trapp 
children. Only seven — Rupert, 
Agathe, Maria, Werner, Hedwig, Jo- 
hanna and Martina — were de- 
picted in the movie. They were the 
children of the Baron and Agathe 
Whitehead, who died of scarlet 
fever and pneumonia a few years 
before Maria arrived to be a teacher 
for one of the children. 

The Baron and his second wife, 
Maria, had three children: Ros¬ 
marie, Eleonorę and Johannes. The 
girls were born in Austria, Johannes 
in Philadelphia. 

In The Sound of Musie, the first 
seven children's names and ages 
were changed and the three later 
additions were overlooked entirely. 
Among many other changes, Broad¬ 
way and Hollywood madę Georg 
into an austere father who was con- 
ąuered by the sweet, lively Maria 
and her songs. In reality, Georg von 


Trapp is remembered as a warm 
and loving family man who madę 
musie with his children long before 
Maria arrived. 

The Baroness Maria is remem¬ 
bered as a religious, energetic and 
formidable woman. Since her death 
at the age of 82, her legacy endures 
in Stowe and elsewhere. Family 
members and others credit her with 
guiding the von Trapps through ad- 
versity in Europę and America. Her 
determination and strong will are 
the stuff of legend. 

"I remember she called me once 
and asked when the Stowe Board 
of Selectmen was going to fix the 
road going up to the lodge/' recalls 
Giles Dewey, a former selectman, 
State legislator and local justice of 
the peace who still resides in 
Stowe. "I told her our money would 
go to roads that needed to be fixed 
this year and maybe next year we 
would get to her road. We just 


didn't have the money. 

"That's not what she wanted to 
hear. She called the governor, who 
got a hołd of the State highway 
board and on down the linę ... and 
she got that road fixed. She told me 
later, 'You have to know how to 
deal with people. I know I can be 
trouble, but you have to go after 
what you want.' She could really 
get under your skin." 

Despite occasional battles, 
Dewey and other town officials 
would find themselves on the guest 
list for special occasions, such as 
the rededication of the Trapp Fam¬ 
ily Lodge in 1984. 

Luce Hill remains home for Jo¬ 
hannes, the Yale-educated forester 
and businessman who is president 
of the Trapp Family Lodge Inc., and 
for Maria, the Baron's daughter, 
who retired there after spending 30 
years as a missionary in New 
Guinea. Johannes and Rosmarie 
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also worked as missionaries in 
New Guinea after The Trapp Fam¬ 
ily Singers disbanded in 1956. 

Agathe, the eldest daughter, 
lives in Maryland, where she 
moved nearly 40 years ago to help 
establish a kindergarten. 

Werner, Rosmarie and Eleonorę 
live near Waitsfield, down the 
road from Stowe. Werner, 81, a 
retired dairy farmer, is a private 
man who eschews media atten- 
tion. Three of his four children 
remain in Vermont and the el¬ 
dest, Martin, runs the family's 
150-acre dairy farm. 

Eleonorę, 66, returned to Ver- 
mont after living in Connecti¬ 
cut, Rhode Island and Massa¬ 
chusetts, where her husband, 
Flugh Campbell, taught French 
and coached soccer. Retired 
now, the couple raised seven 
daughters, most of whom live 
in the Green Mountain State. 
They are active in their church, 
and spend much of their time 
enjoying and helping their 
daughters and their grandchil- 
dren. 

"They're very low-key," I 
Eleonorę says of 

knnw how to 

has pursued a n 7 
variety of vocations, including 
stints as a nurse, a restaurateur and 
teacher. She returned to Vermont 
several years ago as her mother was 
dying. 

"Vermont is home again ... a lot 
has happened in each place," says 
Rosmarie, who has lived in Penn- 

(Continued on page 64) 
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Top, a brief family history. 
Above, daughter Maria 
lights a candle in the smali 
von Trapp cemetery near 
the lodge. Right, Austrian 
cadets lay a wreath atthe 
Baron's grave. 
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By Willem Lange 


D uring one of the year's biggest snowstorms, I 
was lucky enough to be working right at home, 
in my shop in the basement, and didn't have to 
go anywhere. So I just hummed merrily along down 
there, watching the snów stack up on the Windows and 
slowly shut out the sky. By afternoon there'd be 
enough snów up in the recent logging jobs to carry me 
and the dog right over the catchy little stobs sticking 
up everywhere. 

Then, just about 10 o'clock, the shop radio toolc a sta- 
tion break for a brief news broadcast. It was pretty seri- 
ous stuff, and, 
right at the end, 
a mention of the 
weather. 

"New England 
is reeling under 
the impact of 
blizzard condi- 
tions and record 
cold tempera- 
tures!" panted the announcer, and in breathless tones 
went on to describe how awful it was out there — 
trains and planes stuck or grounded, folks dropping lilce 
cluster flies on a frozen windowpane, cars stranded, 
homes without power. Sounded like a disaster. 

"Judast!" I thought, "I better get out and talce a look 
at this. Sounds like another Storm of the Century." So I 
put a couple morę chunks of hard mapie into the fur- 
nace, pulled on my shoepacs, tuąue, and down jacket, 
called the dog, and ventured out into the williwaw. 



LeFT, NEW SNÓW ON A HILLSIDE FARM IN EAST MONTPELIER. 

Northern New Englanders take winter's ice and cold 

IN STRIDE, SUSTAINED IN PART BY THE SEASON's BEAUTY, IN 
PART BY THE SATISFACTION OF BEING ABLE TO TAKE WHAT 
WINTER DISHES OUT. BeLOW, GETTING SET TO TRAVEL IN LIN¬ 
COLN; ABOVE, ANTIQUE GAŚ PUMPS IN THE TOWN OF ORANGE. 

Andre Jenny 


LAND REELING 




WINTER 1997 • 4 9 





















For a disaster scene, the yard 
seemed strangely unruffled. Couple 
feet of new snów, maybe, and morę 
coming down, but fluffy and light. 
Pretty cold, too — about 8 below — 
but a lot warmer than it had been 
before breakfast. Not a bad day at 
all for New England in January. I 
opened the garage door, touched off 
the little pickup, baclced it out, and 
headed down the driveway. 

My truck is only two-wheel- 
drive, but in that light snów it had 
its feet pretty well on the ground. 
The main problem was seeing; the 
snów was coming up over the hood. 
The dog was pretty nervous, but I 
had the tires in old ruts, and we 
were as good as on rails. As we 
came around the corner at the foot 
of the driveway hill, I could see the 
town plow had left a windrow 
about four feet high at the road. 
Too late to stop, so I poured it on. 
Nothing coming as far as I could 
see. 

"Hang on, Sweetie!" I cried. 
There was a huge, white explosion, 
and we were parked in the middle 
of the freshly plowed road, headed 




The full glory of a sunny winter day in Warren. 
Top, reveling in snów at Smugglers Notch; 

LEFT, MOYING SNÓW IN EAST MoNTPELIER. 
















































The BEST WAY TO GET THROUGH A VERMONT WINTER: GET OUT INTO IT! 

A CROSS-COUNTRY SKIER GLIDES THROUGH A CRYSTALLINE LANDSCAPE IN UNDERHILL. 

Top, right, getting to know snów in Greensboro; 

RIGHT, SKATING ON LAKĘ CHAMPLAIN IN SOUTH HERO. 
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right toward the 
yillage. 

Down at the post 
office, Jean was 
ąuietly poking the 
last of the fourth- 
class mail into the 
boxes. I peeked 
around the corner 
of the window to 
see if she was reel- 
ing. Nope. 

Same over at the storę: Frank 
was placidly spreading mayonnaise 
onto a batch of ham-and-Swiss. He 
looked all right to me, but I thought 
I'd better checlc. 

"Frank/' I asked, "are you reel- 
ing from the effects of this storm?" 

He looked over his shoulder. 
"What in heli you talking about?" 

"Oh, nothin'. Just checkin'." I 
got a lunch pie and left. Ascending 
our driveway was a little tougher 
than descending, and hitting the 
garage door opening a bit dicey, but 
we madę it fine. The dog stayed 
outside to reel around in the snów 
for a while; I reeled inside to give 
Mother her mail. 

I don't know why the media peo- 
ple do that to us. Maybe because 
any story, no matter how 
overblown, is better than nonę. But 
all these stupendous adjectives and 
vivid verbs have the effect in the 
long run of numbing us worse than 
the cold might. 

For generations New Englanders 
have played the old gamę "How 
cold 'dyou have it to your place 
this mornin'?" And there's no way 
you can improve on "34 below" by 
shrielcing about the wind chill. 
Most of us hereabouts can tell 
whether the wind's blowing. This 
hysterical stuff smaclcs of those id- 
iot notices the government makes 
stove manufacturers put on their 
products: "Warning — May be hot 
when in operation." 

We folks whose regional delicacy 
is New England boiled dinner don't 
need any lessons in grim reality,- 
we've got that up to here. No mat- 
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The joys of a winter sunrise on Jay Peak. For the few who make it to the top, 

WINTER IS AT ITS MOST WINTRY ON A MOUNTAIN SUMMIT. 

Top, taking a break at the Maplehurst Farm ski tow in Greensboro. 


54 • VERM ONT LIFE 













ter how bad the kid standing in 
front of the weather map on the TV 
says it's going to be, we've all seen 
it worse at one time or another. Be- 


sides which, one reason a lot of us 
live here is probably that surviving 
and flourishing in this climate is 
such a good, morał thing to do. It's 



decadent to be warm all the time. 

I like to look at those touristy 
calendars with full-color pictures 
of the beauty of this necie of the 
woods and count the cost of that 
beauty. A fly fisherman playing a 
trout beneath a covered bridge is 
surrounded (could the camera but 
see them) by hordes of mosąuitoes 
and black flies. A shot of a snow- 
drifted country lane malces my 
cracked fingers throb. Another of 
budding trees reminds me of hav- 
ing to take off my muddy shoes 
every time I step into the house. A 
flower garden — annual crops of 
roclcs. Smolce rising from a chim- 
ney — hauling firewood. 

If you live here by choice, you 
pay your dues, take what you can 
get, and endure what you have to. 
It's well worth it. 

Whenever I hear the weather per¬ 
son trumpeting dangerous wind 
chills, I remember trudging to work 
one morning years ago at 50 below, 
looking up the mountain and see- 
ing Harley Branch, one of our trucie 
drivers, walking bacie down the 
road with his gearshift lever hang- 
ing from his mitten. It had snapped 
right off at the floor. "God, 
Harley!" I hollered. "You must be 
'bout froze!" 

"You just wait'11 I take this 
shiftin' lever in to the old man," he 
said. "It'11 be right warm around 
here in a minutę!" 


“New England Reeling” is adapted 
from Tales from the Edge of the 
Woods, a compilation of Willem 
Lange’s columns and Yermont Public 
Radio commentaries to be published 
this spring by the University Press of 
New England. He lives in Etna, New 
Hampshire. 
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T here is a farmer's wife in Greensboro 
who is on a mission. Alice Perron, 39, a 
petite, dark-haired woman of French- 
Canadian descent, is out to change the reputa- 
tion of that much-derided holiday offering, 
fruitcake. Perron likes to think of it as dessert 
materiał, not building materiał, and she's al- 
ready changed the minds of a good many peo- 
ple who love to hate fruitcake. 

Two summers ago, her all-natural, booze- 
soaked fruitcakes and non-alcoholic teacakes 
caught the attention of Marian Burros, a food 
writer and editor at The New York Times. 
Passing through Greensboro, Burros bought a 
few teacakes at the Hazendale Farm Stand. She 
was so impressed with the mapie pecan and 
lemon berry cakes that she ordered morę under 
an assumed name when she got back to New 
York. Months later, in 
November, Burros listed 
Perron's home balcery, 

Bień Fait, on her annual 
holiday mail-order food 
list. 

After the story hit the 
stands, Perron's phone 
didn't stop ringing for 
three days. Orders were 
pouring in at a ratę that 
nearly defied her ability 
to fili them. She asked 
an old friend, Janet Hill, 
to help package the 
cakes, and the two set 
to work in Perron's tiny 
kitchen. 

Her hobby baking 
business of a few hundred cakes a year became 
bona fide bakery work overnight. By January, 
Bień Fait, which means // well-made, ,/ had sin- 
gle-handedly baked 1,300 fruitcakes and tea¬ 
cakes. Through the holidays, Perron pulled 50 
loaf tins a day out of the old black ovens she 
bought years ago from the Barton Graded 
School. 

Those ovens have served her well. They 
were put to use in the original Bień Fait bak¬ 


ery, where in the mid-'80s Perron and her hus- 
band, MacNeil, churned out croissants for the 
summer people in Greensboro. This business 
was short-lived. The couple folded it when 
MacNeil began working on Alice's uncle's 140- 
acre dairy farm. She found work up the road, 
cooking at the Highland Lodge. 

Then came fruitcakes. The venture began as 
a flulce. Three years ago, Perron decided to 
halce cakes to make some extra Christmas 
money. No great fan of commercial fruitcake 
herself, she embraced the challenge of making 
all-natural cakes with no candied fruits, no 
preservatives — no artificial anything. 

"My father gave me a piece of fruitcake from 
some company, and I thought, 'I could make a 
better fruitcake than this/ " she said. "Within 
two days I was making calls and working it 
out." 

The result of her ex- 
periments with fresh in- 
gredients and old-time 
recipes is a selection of 
eight luscious fruitcakes 
and teacakes paclced 
with nuts and dried 
fruit. A thin slice of one 
of her one-pound loaves 
is sweet and rich 
enough to satisfy even 
the most voracious of 
sweet tooths. 

Fruitcakes soalced 
with bourbon, amaretto 
or rum are available dur- 
ing the holiday season, 
from November to Jan¬ 
uary. The non-alcoholic teacakes are available 
year-round. If they are refrigerated, the fruit¬ 
cakes lceep well for months. Teacakes last for 
weelcs in cold storage. 

To order, contact Bień Fait Fruitcakes, RR 1, 
Box 1210, Greensboro, VT 05841, tel. (802) 
533-7128. The one-pound, gift-wrapped cakes 
cost $11.45 to $13.45, plus shipping. c 


Writer Annę Galloway lives in East Hardwick. 


Photographed by Jon Gilbert Fox 


9%<wenfy FRUITCAKES 


By Annę Galloway 



Baker Alice Perron , her hnsband, MacNeil , 
and children Roy and Mavis. 

Left, Alice and some of her famous cakes. 
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Photographed by Alan Jakubek 


Above, under the broad span of 
the Lakę Champlain Bridge, 
an ice fisherman displays his 
frozen catch off Chimney Point. 


M ost of the photographic images we see are either strictly rectangular 
or sąuare, because those are the most popular camera formats in use. 
These days, however, the panoramie camera is making its wide, wide 
view of the world known. 

Burlington photographer Alan Jakubek loves to capture Yermont within the 


Right, fly fisherman John 
Scotnicki casts into the 
Lamoille River near Fairfax. 


panoramie format's elongated borders. 

"It sees what our eyes see/ 7 he says, because the panoramie camera 7 s wide-an- 
gle view closely approximates the sweep of the human eye. 
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Top, the Tinker farm in Fletcher an- 
chors a drifted Winter landscape with 
Mount Mansfield poking into the ciouds 
in the distance. 

Left, Peacham sledders Brendan 
Gordon and his brother Declan cast a 
big shadow in front ot the Town Hall. 

Below, Walden s Elwin Brown (known 
to all as Brownie) and a woodpile that 
truły demanded a wide-angle lens. 
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Top, slanting light and a sum- 
mer farmscape in East Barnet. 

Right, the ferry łrom Burlington 
crosses the deep blue 
expanse of Lakę Champlain. 


Jakubek has been using a panoramie camera for about four years. 

When he roams the countryside with his Linhof Technorama, he looks 
for striking light and color and then composes a picture that he hopes 
will capture both. His goal is to catch on film an image that evokes a par- 
ticular moment — "a time and a place/' as he puts it. Because a 
panoramie exposure measures roughly 6A inches by 2/ inches — nearly 
three times the size of a regular medium-format camera's — it uses a lot 
of film. But it's worth the trouble and expense when he successfully cap- 
tures that moment. 

What most people find in a panoramie picture seems to be a sense of 
"being there," a feeling that the image opens up to them. We'll let this 
selection of Alan's wide views of Vermont speak for themselves, and for 
Yermont. 
















































THE VERMONT FAMILY VON TRAPP 

Continued from page 47 

sylvania, Connecticut and Maryland. 
'Tm happy I'm part of the Trapp fam- 
ily. My older brothers and sisters built 
it up. I inherited something from my 
family and Fm proud of it." 

Of the others, Rupert — who, like 
Werner, served in the U.S. Army dur- 
ing World War II — became a doctor, 
practiced in Rhode Island and Massa¬ 
chusetts for years and then retired to 
Stowe, where he died in 1992 at the 
age of 80. Three of his six children live 
in Vermont. Martina, the youngest 
daughter of the Baron and his first 
wife, died during childbirth in Burling¬ 
ton in 1951. 

Hedwig and fohanna, daughters 
number three and four, eventually re- 
turned to Austria, where they died. 
Hedwig was a teacher and like Agathe, 
Maria and Rosmarie, never married. 
Johanna married and had seven chil¬ 
dren, one of whom lives in Vermont. 

Although its American roots are in 
Vermont, the family has fragmented 
and moved far beyond. 

"There was a time when the Trapp 
family was a unit," observes Johannes, 
58, the youngest of the Baron and 
Maria's children. "In the historical as- 
pect of things, we had to be a unit to 
survive, to earn a living and make our 
way in the world. Now, we have all 
become individuals." 

"That perception isn't always there 
for the public. Sometimes people try to 
force those individuals back into the 
unit mold from 50 years ago," adds Jo¬ 
hannes, the creator of the lodge's well- 
known cross-country ski center and 
whose two adult children are ski in- 
structors at Mount Mansfield. 

The Trapp Family Lodge, an enter- 
prise that grew from the days when 
the family ran summer musie camps, 
is no longer a strictly family-run oper- 
ation. At least not in the sense that the 
entire family is involved. 

Many family members sold their 
company shares during a power strug- 
gle a few years ago. The family divided 
over how the lodge should be run and 
how involved family members should 
be in the day-to-day operations. Jo¬ 
hannes emerged as the victor after a 
change in the board of directors, who 
selected him as chief operating officer 
and board chairman. He believes the 
lodge — with its successful time-share 
yacation units and cross-country trails 
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A pet's 
best friend. 



It's been featured 
by Charles Kuralt. 
Written up in the New 
York Times, and hundreds of other publications. 
Since 1889 we've been healing cuts, scratches, 
skin irritations, paw abrasions, and morę. Bag 
Balm, in the little green can. Most of all, we're 
recognized because what's inside works. 

Available at tack shops, farm, drug and 
hardware Stores or order direct from 
The Vermont Country Storę 
Manchester Center, VT 05255 
(802) 362-2400 ext. 3062 
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Vermont Cob Smoked Ham & Turkey 
—now at a $29.00 savings! 




both- 


“You worft find a better-tasting ham than 
the old-fashioned Corncob Smoked Ham that HarringtoiTs makes 
up here in Vermont. And for turkey lovers, here’s our tender, 
moist and fully-cooked Cob Smoked Boneless Turkey Breast. It’s 
smoky-delicious, 100% white meat with no fillers. You’11 love them 
and that’s my promise or your money back!” Vern R ic hburg, Smokemaster 
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2985 Main Street, Richmond, VT 05477 


HARgłSCjTONS 

f 1 137-791 Send your G0URMET PACKAGE: Ready-to-Cook Half Ham (6 Ibs.) plus Fully-Cooked 
— J Boneless Turkey Breast (2 Ibs.) to same address for onjy $39.90, plus $8.95 shipping, total $48.1 




wRL. Order your 
1-Harrington’s Ham 
and Turkey Breast now 
(both shipped to same 
address) at this special 
combination price and we’ll 
include 6 oz. of our Aged 
Cheddar and 1/2 Ib. Cob 
Smoked Bacon—free! 


J Boneless Turkey Breast (2 Ibs.) t< 

Includes 6 oz. Cheddar and 1/2 Ib. Bacon FREE. 


. Zip. 


To Charge Orders, Cali: (802) 434-4444 
To Fax Orders, Dial: (802) 434-3166 


ooly $39.90, plus $8.95 shipping, total $48.85. 

□ Payment Enclosed 
U Charge my ( ) VISA ( ) MC 
( ) AMEX ( ) Diners ( ) Discover 
(Include card no. and exp. datę, plus 
your name and address if different 
from shipping address above.) 
Available in Continental US only. 

Limit 2. Not for retail Stores. 
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— should stand on its own. 

"A lot of people come here because 
of the family," says Johannes, who has 
overseen the lodge's growth from an 
oversized bed and breakfast to a sub- 
stantial hotel. "We don't try to sell it 
on that basis. If we did, we would have 
to have someone from the family in 
the lobby greeting guests. We can , t do 
that." 

The rift has not gone unnoticed. 
Eleonorę, for instance, no longer greets 
guests during afternoon tea at the 
lodge. It was a role she relished, dis- 
pensing family lorę and religion while 
guests sipped tea and nibbled Linzer 
torte. Her mother, Maria, had done it 
for years, enjoying her chats with 
guests in the lodge dining room. 

"We're still working out our differ- 
ences," she says. "I hope down the 
road a piece I will be recognized as a 
family member." 

Others see the split as inevitable, a 
natural occurrence in any large family, 
especially one running a multimillion- 
dollar enterprise. 

"The reality today is that we are go- 
ing forward and there are a large num- 
ber of interesting and talented individ- 
uals in the family," says Johannes, a 
tali man who can be charming but also 
aloof and businesslike. 

"I think the rifts have always been 
there," says Christopher von Trapp, 
one of Rupert's two sons and a mem¬ 
ber of the losing faction. "Right now, 
they're just out in the open. I don't 
think we're any different than any 
other family." 

• 

If the von Trapps have not been aFe 
to maintain family unity, they have in 
some respects held onto their cultural 
ties to Austria. Most of them still 
speak German and visit Austria fre- 
ąuently. At Christmas, some of the 
families continue to celebrate the holi- 
day by cutting down their own trees 
and decorating them with candles. 
Last summer, the graduating class of 
Austria's military academy came to 
Stowe for a ceremony to honor Baron 
Georg von Trapp's World War I ex- 
ploits and his refusal to serve the Nazis 
in World War II. 

Despite these ties, some of the cen- 
turies-old Austrian customs, such as 
the blessing of the fields, have waned 
as the family has grown and dispersed. 



WINTER in the Northeast Kingdom is a special 

playground for children and adults alike. As the 
days become cooler and the first snowflakes drift 
through the air, excitement stirs with thoughts of 
world-class ski resorts, picturesque snowmobile 
trails, ice fishing on our many lakes, and touring 
on cross-country trails. 

* yermo nt Come visit our 
^23 special Kingdom year-round!! 




Our Kingdom 
is only a few 
easy hours 
from major New 
England cities via 
1-91 & 1-93 & US Rts 2 & 5. 


Discover Vermont’s 
Northeast Kingdom today. 
For information contact: 
Northeast Kingdom 
Chamber of Commerce 
Dept. B, 30 Western Ave. 
St. Johnsbury, VT 05819 

1 - 800 - 639-6379 
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I Rustlc Lurnishings | 
i for me Home, 

Lodge. Lamp & (<iliin | 

Hickory Furniture n 

Pendelton Blankets & Clothing > 

> True Grit Clothing & Bed Linen 
k Fine Winę 

i Camp Decorations Including k 

s Antlers & Moose Heads 


Moose River Loke 
& Lodge Sforę 



Happy 

Holidays 

fromtne 

VS0 

Vermont Symphony Orchestra 
in December: 


Holiday Pops 


December 11 • Barre 
December 12 & 13 • Burlington 
December 14 • Rutland 


Messiah 


December 19 • Newport 
December 20 • Windsor 
December 21 • Manchester 

Thanks to Casella Waste Management 
for sponsoring this message. 

CHARGE Y0UR fici(ETBY 

LA PHONE: (802) 864-5741 x12 
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THE YERMONT FAMILY VON TRAPP 



We believe excellent performance must be an 
integral part of socially responsible investing. 
Without it, good intentions have little 
impact. We seek, and find, companies who 
share that vision. 

If good risk-adjusted performance with a 
social impact suits your investment needs, 
perhaps our 15 years of experience can help. 


If your portfolio is greater than $500,000, and you would like to 
learn morę, please cali Trudy Walker at 802-254-2913. 



SMITH & co. 

Socially Responsible Portfolio Management 376 Western Ave., Brattleboro, VT 05301 
Past performance is no guarantee of futurę results. 
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YERMONT YERNACULAR DESIGNS, INC. 


RD 1, EAST CALAIS, (802) 456-7020 write or cali for portfolio 

YERMONT 05650 1 - 800 - 639-1796 of designs - $20.00 


Reproduction 18th & 19th C. Yermont homes built on your site 
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. mm Yermont 
^ w Bracclct 

Wt by Kimet Hand 

W sterling *14k gold 

I sterling & 18k gold 

worn by Yermonters , the world over 


for brochure or to order 

(800) 854-6388 

credit cards accepted 


VERMONT BRACELET 

Box 827*Manchester*Vermont 05254 




Circle Reader Service Number 166 


"The problem is we're real Yermon¬ 
ters," explains Martin von Trapp, 46. 

"I was born in Vermont. Where else 
can you claim as home than where A° 
you were born? The older generation $ 
wasn't born here and they really tried 
to keep their identity. They wore the ; ® 
costumes. They spoke German. My ^ 
parents still speak German." 

Martini sister, Elisabeth von Trapp, 
has melded the family's cultural legacy tf 
with its musical heritage. In a smali « 
shop in Waitsfield, she designs and tl 
makes Austrian-style clothing, includ- n 
ing the costumes worn by the Staff at 
the Trapp Family Lodge and its Aus- ' 
trian Tea Room. Elisabeth, 43, is also a 
singer, songwriter and musician whose 1 1 
rich, elear voice can be heard at venues 
throughout New England and fre- l 
ąuently at the Trapp Family Lodge. 

She has performed in New York City's 
subways and sung the national an- 
them to start baseball games at 
Boston's Fenway Park. 

"My grandmother helped me learn 
that I enjoy musie," says Elisabeth, re- 
ferring to the Baroness Maria. "I enjoy 
performing. I enjoy meeting the guests. 
TheyYe coming for something and I 
enjoy being a member of the von 
Trapps performing for them." 

Elisabeth has twice portrayed her 
grandmother in stage versions of The 
Sound of Musie, the role madę famous 
by Mary Martin and later by Julie An¬ 
drews. Today, she prefers to write and 
record her own musie and has released 
a second collection of songs (see page 
68 ). 

"I appreciate the family's musical 
legacy but I have to go beyond it," she 
says. 

Other von Trapps have chosen other 
Vermont occupations. 

Tobi von Trapp, 42, Werner's other 
son, owns and runs a greenhouse 
across from the family farm in the 
hills of Waitsfield. 

"I don't consider myself a true Ver- 
monter," he says. "Tve been sur- 
rounded by Austrian influence all my 
life. My mother spoke German to us at 
home. We grew up bilingual.... I was 
culturally between two worlds." 

The ties to Vermont are stronger for 
brother Martin, who along with his 
wife, Kelly, and three children, spends 
his days milking cows, haying fields, 
sugaring and doing other farm chores. 
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"I grew up thinking I didn't want to 
do this, farming," says Martin, who 
was raised on the Waitsfield farm he 
now owns and manages. "But I found 
myself thinking this is probably the 
best way to raise a family. I realized 
maybe it wasn't so bad. I've never re- 
gretted it." 

Although family members have oc- 
casionally doubted their choice of ca- 
reers, sąuabbled with one another, 
wandered away from and returned to 
their home State, they remain Ver- 
monters. The family is as much a part 
of the landscape in Stowe as Mount 
Mansfield. And the magnetism of its 
story endures. The ąuestion most of- 
ten asked by tourists in town remains: 
"Which way to the Trapp Family 
Lodge?" 

Christopher von Trapp, who moved 
to Vermont in the early 1970s to study 
plant and soil science at the Univer- 
sity of Vermont in Burlington and has 
remained, is philosophical about the 
family's decades-old ties to the Green 
Mountain State. 

"The von Trapps chose Vermont for 
emotional and aesthetic reasons, 
rather than economic ones," reflects 
Christopher, a real estate agent in 
Charlotte and the father of three chil- 
dren. "It was morę of a love affair with 
the countryside, and I give them credit 
for that. 

"They appreciated Vermont for what 
it is, even then." 

The Lodge 

Poised high on a hill above Stowe, 
the Trapp Family Lodge is a year-round 
resort that offers amenities ranging 
from cross-country skiing and sleigh 
rides in the winter to hiking and ten- 
nis camps in the summer. 

The 93-room hotel, which recently 
underwent a $1 million renovation, re- 
sembles an Austrian ski chalet. It has a 
fuli rangę of services, including a fit¬ 
ness center, indoor and outdoor pools, 
128-seat restaurant, lounge, tennis 
courts, and, of course, the Austrian Tea 
Room and Gift Shop, which features 
Austrian gifts, books and other memo- 
rabilia from The Sound of Musie. 

The 2,200-acre resort is home to the 
Trapp Family Ski Center. Opened in 
1968 and considered one of the na- 
tion's premier cross-country ski facili- 



When in 
Vermont visit 
our Museum 
and Shop 


Contact us for: 
• membership information 
• a free copy of the book list 
Yermont genealogical resources 


Special Offer 

Two Vermont Classics: 

"The Vermont Weather Book" 
by David Ludlum 
"Vermont Place-Names: 
Footprints of Histoty" 
by Esther Munroe Swift 
$55 (postage & tax included) 



HI STOR] CAL 

• m )< u n • 


Vermont Historical Society 
109 State Street 
Montpelier, VT 05609-0901 
(802) 828-2291 
FAX: (802) 828-3638 
e-mail: vhs@vhs.state.vt.us 
Website: www.state.vt.us/vhs 


PRESERYING THE HISTORY THAT MAKES YeRMONT SPECIAL 
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BARD 


SUMMER 

Master of Science in 
Environmental Studies 

June 22nd - August 21 st, 1998 

Summer courses and winter research leading to the 
Master of Science in Environmental Studies Degree. 

Environmental issues out across academic disciplines; 
so should the training of environmental professionals. 

Graduate School of Environmental Studies 
Bard College 

Annandale-on-Hudson, NY 12504 

914 - 758-7483 

FAX: (914) 758-7507 Web: http:\www. bard.edu 
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THE YERMONT FAMILY VON TRAPP 


BOYS’ & GIRLS’ 
CAMPSOF (Ml 
VERMONT IP 

AC A accreditation assures you 
of the best kiiid of cjiiality 
control in the areas of camping 
most import ant to the welfare 
of your child: Health and 
safety, camp management, 
personnel, programming and 
facilities. 


Backpacking, Rock Climb, 
Ropes Course, Kayaking, 
Survival, Orienteering, 
Whitewater Canoeing, 

CHALLENGE Fly-Tying, Woodwork, 

Outdoor Living Skills, 
Fishing, Blacksmithing, 
BRADFORD, VERMONT Physical Fitness, Archery. 

THE OUTDOOR SPECIALISTS 

BoysAges9-16 Four-Week Sessions 
Drs. Thayer and Candice Raines 
300 N. Grove St. #4, Rutland, VT 05701 

Toll Free - 800-832-HAWK (4295) 
E-Mail: rainest@sover.net 
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Camping with 
Horses 

HORSEMANSHIP 
WATER SPORTS 
CAMPING TRIPS 



Catherine Capers 

- 60 Girls, Ages 9-15 

Summer Camp in Southern Vermont 

• HORSE & ANIMAL CARE-RIDE DAILY! 

• Horse Shows, Trail Rides, Jumping 

• Swim, Canoe, Waterski, Sail, Windsurf 

• Tennis, Photography, Arts, Crafts 

Audrey & Clare Nelson, Directors cccapers@vemTontel.com 
P.O. Box 68L, West Pawlet, VT 05775 800-453-4441 



Farm & 
Wilderness 

Summer Camps 


—-- Challenges children ages 9-17 

in a supportive atmosphere. Unspoiled 
lakes, rustic living in the Green Mountains. 


Go on a hike, milk a cow, build a cabin, 
paddle a canoe, harvest carrots, craft a 
necklace, go for a swim, sleep under the 
stars, laugh ’til your sides ache. 

58 years Quaker leadership. 


Linda Berryhill 

Farm & Wilderness, Plymouth, VT 05056 
802/422-3761 email: fandw@sover.net 
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YMCA Camp Abnalci 



Established in 1901 For Boys 6-16 
Located in the 
Lakę Champlain Islands 

One, Two, Four or Six Week Sessions 


Sailing, Windsurfing, Kayaking, Canoeing, Tennis, 
Archery, Crafts, Soccer, Basketball, Hiking, Backpacking 
Special Teen Adventure Trips 


Our Program is Centered on the Development of the 
lndividual Boy in Body, Mind and Spirit 


Nelson Bagnardi (Director) 

YMCA Camp Abnaki • 266 College St. • Burlington, VT 05401 
Tel: 802-862-8981 • Fax: 802-862-9984 
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Yermont YWCA 


Camp Hochelaga 




Over 75 years of camping 
for girls on Lakę Champlain 

Swimming, Sailing, Canoeing, Drama & MORĘ! 

Day Camp — girls 6 to 12 
Ovemight Camp — girls 8 to 16 


Cali (802) 862-7520 


or Write: Vermont YWCA 
278 Main St., Burlington, VT 05401 

Scholarships available 
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* IANMM0N * 

^ and 

# BETfETCOK * 


PITTSFORD, YERMONT 


Brother-sister camps on old Vermont farms. 
Daily self-scheduling, independence and 
community in a rustic setting. 

75 campers, ages 7-15, 35 Staff. 

2, 3, 5 and 8 week sessions. 

Riding* Woodshop • Farm • Pottery »Trips »Art 
Weaving*Rocketry* Drama* Photography 
Tennis*Swimming*Canoeing*Team Sports 
Archery*Cycling*Low & High Ropes ^=| 

Ca ™ y T 888*345*9193 9 
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BROWN LEDGE 
Camp 

on Lakę Champlain 
in Vermont 
for Girls 10-18 

Fully Electlve Program 
International Campers and Coed Staff 

Ouality instruction in horsemanship, 
theatre, waterskiing, sailing, swimming, 
diving, canoeing, tennis, archery, arts & 
crafts. Teams and Trips. Excellent for the 
older camper, as well. 

JC Program 16-18 years old 
71 st Season • AC A Accredited 
Bill & Kathy Neilsen • 1-800-246-1958 
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ties, its 60 kilometers of well-main- 
tained trails crisscross stunning Yer¬ 
mont countryside. A highlight for 
many skiers is the trek up the moun- 
tain to the cabin, a primitive getaway 
where skiers can warm up near a blaz- 
ing fire, sip hot drinks and enjoy home- 
made soups and bread. 

After a day on the trails, the lodge is 
an inviting retreat. Fireplaces in the 
lounge and in the second- and third- 
floor sitting rooms are aglow in the 
winter, inviting guests to linger over 
conversation or board games. Memen- 
tos of the family's Austrian past and 
years touring the world as The Trapp 
Family Singers can be found along 
hallways and in the sitting rooms, 
open only to hotel guests. Johannes 
von Trapp hopes someday to accom- 
modate day visitors with a family mu- 
seum. 

The dining room affords a panoramie 
view of the mountains and valley he¬ 
lów. For a ąuicker, less formal and less 
expensive meal, try the Austrian Tea 
Room. Don't miss the famous Linzer 
torte. 

For morę information, cali the Trapp 
Family Lodge at (800) 826-7000 or 
(802) 253-8511. 

Soundsof 
The von Trapps 

Two von Trapp family members are 
still making musie. 

Elisabeth von Trapp's second record- 
ing, One Heart, One Mind, a mix of 
contemporary songs rendered in her 
strong, beautiful voice, is available 
from Von Trapp Musie, Box 827, 
Waitsfield, VT 05673, tel. (802) 496- 
3171, for $16 (CD), $10 (cassette), plus 
$3 shipping. 

Rosmarie von Trapp has produced a 
cassette tape of songs ranging from 
"You Are My Sunshine" to "Amazing 
Grace" and "Climb Every Mountain." 
Sing Along with Rosmarie Trapp is 
available at performances at the lodge 
(Tuesdays and Fridays at 4:30 p.m.) 
and at the lodge gift shop. The tape 
can be ordered from Tryunity Produc- 
tions Inc., RR 1, Box 3992, Morrisville, 
VT 05661, tel. (802) 888-5960, for $12 
postpaid. 


Greg Taskei, an editor at the Baltimore 
Sun, visits Yermont freąuently. 
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V E R M O N T LIFE, WINTER 1954 

At Ease on Skis ... 


C AMERAMAN ON SkIS," 
said the headline, and 
Bob Bourdon, the man 
skiing and nonchalantly con¬ 
sulting his then newly pub- 
lished book, Modern Skiing, 
was certainly that, and morę. 
He learned to ski in the hills 
around Woodstock in the 
1920s, and was the first per¬ 
son to ride the nation's first 


ski tow when it began haul- 
ing people to the top of 
Gilbert's pasture there in 
1934. He was among the 
country's first professional 
ski instructors, and in addi- 
tion to being a champion ski 
racer and an expert on flint- 
lock rifles, he was an accom- 
plished photographer who 
published many photos in 


Yermont Life and elsewhere. 
Despite his accomplishments 
in other fields, his first love 
was the trumpet, which he 
played professionally in a va- 
riety of bands and orchestras. 
The picture was talcen at 
Stowe, where he headed the 
mountain's news bureau. Bob 
Bourdon died in December of 
1995, attheageof 79. 
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espite what most folks think, Route 
100 is not a highway running 
through Vermont from Massachu¬ 
setts nearly to Canada. Instead, it’s 
a series of roads that twist, turn and 
dogleg their way up the center of the Green 
Mountain State. 

Two things bring famę to this melange of coun¬ 
try byways. The first is that it follows the valleys 
below the spine of the Green Mountains. No dis- 
tant peaked horizons here; if you want to see mountains, just 
look up. Second, this is Vermont’s Tour de Ski. Most of the 
state’s winter resorts sit right on Route 100 
or within an easy drive of it. 

Map in hand, let’s drive the central section 
of Route 100, from Ludlow to Stowe, and 
take a look at the array of options for skiing, 
eating, lodging and visiting along or near this 
fabled road. 

Ludlow and Okemo 

Lurking just beneath the surface of Lud¬ 
low, the flourishing ski town, lies Ludlow, the 
flourishing mili town. A thriving woolen mili 
stood in the center of 19th-century Ludlow, 
with churches, imposing public buildings, 

Victorian mansions and Greek Revival homes . 
nearby. 




Then the mili closed and the town drooped. But 
with the ever-growing success of Okemo Moun¬ 
tain, whose access road starts on Route 100 just 
north of town, Ludlow sprang back. Today those 
mansions are grand inns, several of the farmhouses 
are cozy restaurants, and Ludlow is an eclectic 
town where you’11 be as inconspicuous in denim as 
in Lycra, as relaxed in a Rangę Rover as in a 
pickup truck. 

Where do the locals eat? You’11 find them at 
breakfast at the Hatchery, for lunch at Mr. B’s, and for din- 
ner at Harry’s Cafe, north of town. 

Where to stay? Top of the linę are the 
country-pretty Andrie Rosę Inn and the ba- 
ronial Governor’s Inn, and, for a night with- 
out children, The Castle. Mid-range fa- 
vorites are the old-fashioned Echo Lakę Inn 
(a few miles north of town) and country-Vic- 
torian Okemo Inn. For bargains, try the 
Timber Inn Motel and the Trojan Horse 
Youth Hostel. 

While in Ludlow, don’t miss winę tasting 
at Cerniglia Winery and home-cured ham at 
Singleton’s Storę. Chapter XIV Book Storę 

Route 100 runs through the heart of Ver- 
monfs mountain country. Top , a snowy 
field in Waterbury Center , not far from five 
major ski areas; left, sleddbig at the Ver- 
mont Inn in Mendon , near Killington. 
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Winter in the uillage of Ludlow, an 
old V ermont town with a newly 
revamped and expanded ski area, 
Okemo Mountain. 



Woodstock’s elegant Jackson House offers a warm welcome 
on a cold night. Inset, snowsboers hit the trail at 
Blneberry Hill Inn in Goshen. 


carries thrillers, and Knight’s Tubs gets 
rid of the chill. Try Cook’s Cupboard 
for reasonably priced home-chef’s accou- 
terments. 

When the eating and wine-tasting and 
hot-tubbing are done, it’s time to explore 
the skiing. From its beginnings in 1956 
until 1982, Okemo was a smali, chroni- 
cally struggling local ski area. Then, in 
the summer of ’82, a young, energetic 
couple named Tim and Dianę Mueller 
bought the little area and began its trans- 
mogrification. From a local hill, Okemo 
has grown to one of the most successful 
ski resorts in the East. 

Where Pomas once ran, high-speed 
chairlifts whisk skiers up the mountain. 
Okemo’s once puny snowmaking system 
is now plugged into a pond that gives it 
enormous capacity even in snow-lean 
years. Even early in the season, skiers 
know they’re going to find well-covered 
trails. 


ski town, arguably the oldest in the 
country. After all, the first American 
ropę tow started pulling here in 1934. 
And everything stays open all winter 
long. 

If you’re flush, stay at the sumptuous 
Woodstock Inn or elegant Jackson 
House. Mid-rangers might try the old 
brick Charleston House. Bargain hunters 
head for the Village Inn or Three Church 
Street. The Woodstock Inn’s dining 
room is superb — fairly formal, fairly 
expensive and entirely memorable. 

When it comes to shopping, Wood¬ 
stock has whatever you’re looking for. 
Yoirll find kitchenware at Aubergine 
and pre-owned women’s clothing at 
Who Is Sylvia. For English antiąues, Wi- 
gren and Barlow is veddy, veddy nice. 
West of town, on the way to Killington, 
the Eong Trail Brewing Co., one of Ver- 
mont’s several successful microbrew- 
eries, offers samples and hosts brewery 
tours in Bridgewater Corners. 

And, yes, you can still ski Suicide Six. 
No, not the hill with the original historie 


If you prefer cross-country skiing, 
spend a day at Fox Run Touring Center, 
also on Route 100. For a cozy downhill 
experience, Mount Ascutney is a few 
miles to the east. 


Woodstock 


From Fudlow, turn north to the next 
major stop, Woodstock. Along the way, 
stop by at the Calvin Coolidge Home- 
stead on Route 100A in Plymouth Notch 
for a look at the 30th president’s home- 
town. In winter, an exhibit is open on 
weekdays during business hours. 

Woodstock is an old resort town just 
a few miles east of Route 100A. 

It has “summer cottages” the 
size of mansions, tree-lined 
streets with shop after shining 
shop, and the subtle perfume of 
old money. But it is also an old 
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ropę row, but one just down the road. 
And it’s still a great little family area 
with wide-open slopes, kids all over the 
place, and enough terrain variety to ac- 
commodate the whole family. Suicide 
Six (which is steep in places but not sui- 
cidal) is northeast of town. 

Cross-country skiers can glide over the 
trails at the Woodstock Ski Touring 
Center or at Wilderness Trails in 
Quechee. 


Killington 


To the west of Woodstock rises 
Killington, the great white whale of East- 
ern skiing. Now that it has acąuired 
neighboring Pico Peak, Killington has 
eight separate skiable peaks, with trails 
and facilities for all levels of skiing abil- 
ity. You can start on Pico and work your 
way east, ever east, in a wonderful kind 
of lift-assisted ski touring, until, finally, 
you arrive at ... Route 100. 


Going with tbeflowof 
the slope on one of 
Killington s eight peaks. 
Inset, prepared for fun at 
Sto we Mountain Resort. 


TOURS 


DETOURS 


Ski touring at Waitsfield’s Inn at the 
Round Barn Farm. 


Some of the highlights along the way: 

• Juggernaut, whose 10 meandering 

miles make it the longest alpine ski 
trail in North America. 

• Outer Limits, whose bump-ridden 

steepness makes it a magnet for 
strong-kneed mogul mashers. 

• Skyeship, the ultimate in gondolas. Its 

heated, art-covered, music-filled cab- 
ins soar from the valley floor to the 
top of Skye Peak in 12.5 of the most 
luxurious minutes in the history of ski 
lifts. 

Cross-country skiers can try the trail 
system at Mountain Meadows, near the 
base of the Killington Access Road, or 
head into the hills above Rutland to try 
the extensive trails at Mountain Top Inn 
in Chittenden. Mountain Meadows is 
also one of the country’s foremost teach- 
ing centers for telemark 
skiing. 

For night life, try the 
many nearby restaurants 
on the Killington Access 


Road and in nearby Rutland. Heming¬ 
way^, on Route 4, is among the finest. 
For something louder and morę raucous, 
head to the Wobbly Barn or the Piekle 
Barrel at Killington. For something morę 
Irish, stop at the Inn at Long Trail, 
where the Long Trail — the path 
through the wilderness that runs the 
length of Vermont and, for most of it, 
parallels Route 100 — intersects Route 4 
just west of Killington in Sherburne Pass. 
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From the gates of Killington, Route 
100 north twists and turns through 
dense, snow-covered forests and the 
clapboard towns of Pittsficld, Stock- 
bridge, Rochester and Hancock. Detour 
left at Hancock and ski Middlebury Col¬ 
lege^ bargain-priced Snów Bowl. If 
you’re a snowshoer or backcountry 
skier, Middlebury Gap is a jumping-on 
place for the Long Trail. Or try the 
cross-country trails at the Rikert touring 
center in Ripton. 

The Mad River 
Valley 

In all Vermont’s mountainous beauty, 
no place is morę beautiful than the Mad 
River Valley, the next stop as we head 
north on Route 100. Big, broad-shoul- 
dered mountains frame a wide lowland, 
a winding river, towns of considerable 
grace, art galleries and sonie of Ver- 
mont’s finest inns and eateries. 

Whether you are looking for top-of- 
the-line elegance or classy inexpensive 
eats, you’11 find them in The Valley. Up 
near Sugarbush on the German Flats 
Road, The Common Man is a longtime 
local favorite for fine dining, and unex- 
celled ambience — it’s housed in a re- 
stored Vermont barn. 

Down Route 100 south of Waitsfield, 
a classic Vermont village, is the morę in- 
formal American Flatbread Company. 
lt’s located at The Lareau Farm Inn. 

The Mad River Valley abounds in 
places to lay your head. Most are old 
farmhouses, some of which have been el- 
evated to a luxury unknown in their for- 
mer lives. At the top of almost every- 
one’s list is The Inn at the Round Barn 

ADYERTORIAL 


Farm, where elegant lodging is comple- 
mented by a painstakingly restored 12- 
sided barn. Across the valley, West Hill 
House B&B is morę rustic, morę woodsy 
and a little less expensive. Waitfarm Inn 
is right in town and still less expensive. 

The Warren General Storę is a perfect 
blend of old-time Vermont and new-time 
tourism. Alongside the requisite selection 
of rubber boots and woolen jackets, the 
storę features high-fashion frocks, a 
well-stocked winę list and a dęli that 
sells homemade bread and cream cheese 
brownies. 

Like the Warren Storę, the Mad River 
Valley combines old and new Vermont 
in a rich mixture. It also provides two 
very different downhill ski experiences 
plus a host of cross-country trails and 
backcountry adventures. The biggest re¬ 


sort by far is Sugarbush, a huge natural 
bowl with a tremendous variety of trails, 
terrain and lifts. With a history steeped 
in the 1960s’ Jet Set, it still has an aura 
of rugged good taste. A few miles down 
Route 17, Mad River Glen is a North 
American legend, famous for narrow 
trails, terrifying steeps and one of the 
last remaining single chairlifts on the 
continent. 

The Long Trail crosses those high 
mountain ridges in its twisting march 
north, and elsewhere ski touring centers 
at Blueberry Lakę and the Round Barn 
have miles of groomed trails. 

The next stops, Waterbury and Water- 
bury Center, are home to some of Ver- 
mont’s most popular tourist attractions. 

(Continued on page 76) 


At Smugglers Notcb , skiers can shuttle by sleigh. 



































Numbered blue circles 
indicate locations of 
advertisers. 

Numbered green circles 
indicate Interstate exits. 



An Inn for all Seasons in the State for all Seasons 
warm and friendly 
family owned, family operated 
on the village green in Chester, Vermont 

Toll Free 888-CHESINN 

www.virtualvermont.com/countryinn/chesterinn 
ask about our stay/ski Okemo package 

MAP: 3 Circle Reader Service Number 224 


CLOVER KNOLL 
CRAFTER inc. 

* QuiCts - (gifts 
yermont 3-fancCcrafts 
fafrric - MapCe CancCy 

Sylvia Fairbanks, prop. 

140 Main Street 
Ludlow, VT 05149 
802-2284830 
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Its always like this when we 

come to Okerno, 

a little over-excited... acting silly... 

Theres a lot of energy to 
burn at this age... 

boy, the kids must love this too. 

OKEMO 

MOUNTAIN 
1-800-78-OKEMO 

Incredible terram. Top-ranked snów conditions. Legendary service. http://www.okemo.com 
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Then I think... 


Crowley Cheese, Inc. 

established 1882 

Oldest cheese factory in the USA 


A- L 

Junction 103/131 Proctorsville, Vermont 

Just 3 miles from Okemo 

sCb< 

§§§§1 


Midweek STAY & SKI Packages 

Stay at THE CASTLE 
and Ski at OKEMO 

5 miles north of Ludlow 
in Healdville, Vermont. 


2 Lift Tickets per Day 

2-5 Days Packages...2 Day Minimum 
Advance reservations required 

S 135 - $183 plus tax PRPNDO 
(802) 226-7222 ... (800) 697-7222 
http://www.thecastle-vt.com 
v ■ . - r 

Cali for our FREE Catalogue 
(800) 683-2606 
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STRICTLY RENTALS 



(802) 228-3000 


185 Main Street 
Ludlow, Vermont 05149 

www.strictlyrentals.com 



Jcweli Brook Inn 

Enjoy our turn-of-the-century country 
Komę. Ten individually decorated 
guest rooms. Ice skating pond. 
Okemo Mt. sKuttle on Winter weekends. 

82 Andover Street (Rt. 100) 
Ludlow, VT 05M9 
1 (800) 681-4855 
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Tell us 

what you want. 

flou create the look 
of your furniture — 
choose the style, size, shape, 
wood, and finish — 
and we custom-craft it 
trom filie hardwoods. 





\ CLEAR LAKĘ FURNITURE 

Madę to Order. Built to Last. 

http/ /www.c!earlakevt.com 

Visit our shomoom and workshop to see the Clcar Lakę difference 
Open Daily, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.. Sunday, 12 - 5 p.m. 

Cali for special seasonal hours and events. 

Route 100N, Ludlow, VT • 802.228.8395 
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Ski Okemo 
& Stay 
Deluxe 

forjust a 

Few Bucks! 

T wo great names in Vermont 
winter vacations team up to 
offer you an unbeatable deal. For just 
a few dollars morę than the price of 
a two-day Okemo lift ticket, you can 
ski at Okemo and stay at Cavendish 
Pointę Hotel for two days, midweek. 

Enjoy the East s most exciting 
alpine experience and unwind at the 
region’s most accommodating 
country hotel, just 3 miles from 
Okemo Mountain Resort, with a host 
of amenities, including: 

^ kids stay free with parents 

indoor pool 

^ restaurant and loutige 
hot tub 

free shuttle to and from Okemo 
^ gamę room 


AS EOWAS 



per person, per night, double occ. 

(incl. two lift pass eacli day)* 

* 2-night minimum stay reąuired. Valid mid-week only; 
offer not available in Fcbruary and during holiday 
periods. Five-night stay valid for Sunday arrival and 
Friday departure. Vermont room tax is additional. 
Advance purchase reąuired. 

For resewations, cali 1-800-438-7908 



CAVENDISH 

Pointę 

at Okemo Mountain 
Route 103, 

Cavendish. \ T 05142 <®> ♦ ♦ ♦ 
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7 Mountains 
SIS Trails, 53 Lifts 
Lodging, Dining, Nightlife 


'Cross Country Skiing 
Snów Mobile Tours 
Snów Shoeing 
Sleigh Rides 
Ice Skating 
Unique Shopping... 

It’s all right here 
in th#He&rt of Yermont! 





ConŁacŁ us for hiófe infoótutaŁtinl 
800 - 337-1928 

gKPAA 

HHEHEE 

KILLINGTON & PICO AREAS ASSOCIATION 

www.killington-chamber.com - kpaacofc@vermontel.com 
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The Pittsfield Inn 


Sweet Peas Restaurant 


An Authentic Innfeaturing 
Cozy Guest Rooms 
& 

A Country Gourmet Restaurant 
Pittsfield Yermont 802-746-8943 
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ON RTE. 100 NORTH -1 MILE SOUTH OF 107 

ON YOUR WAY TO SKIING! 

Home of the famous Stockbridge Sandwich. 
Gas, grocery, dęli, beer, winę, mapie syrup & 
other local Vt. products. Located on VAST 
snowmobile trails 100 & 112. 

Hours: Sun. 7am-9pm, Mon.-Thurs. 6am-9pm, 
Fri. & Sat. 6am-1 Ipm. Later hours during 
snowstorms. (802)746-8106 
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TOURS 



Continued from page 73 


There’s the Ben Jerry’s factory tour, 
Cold Hollow Cider Mili, Green Moun¬ 
tain Chocolates, a Cabot Cheese storę 
and a Green Mountain Coffee Roasters 
outlet. Don’t miss Villa Tragara, one of 
the finest Northern Italian restaurants in 
New England. Another downhill skiing 
option is snowy Bolton Valley, a few 
miles to the west. 

Sto we and 
Smugglers’ 

From the spire of the Community 
Church to the top of Vermont’s highest 
mountain, Mount Mansfield, Stowe is a 
peak experience. Here you’11 find morę 
restaurants, morę Stores, morę resorts 
and morę cross-country ski trails than 
anywhere else in the State. If Stowe 
wasn’t deliberately built for winter vaca- 
tioning, you’d have a hard time proving 
it today. 

Nearly as well known as the moun¬ 
tain, the Trapp Family Lodge is still run 
by the Trapp Family and is still true to 
its motto: “A little bit of Austria ... a lot 
of Vermont.” Across the valley, Top- 
notch Resort & Spa lavishes mud treat- 
ments, herbal wraps, massages and com- 
plete attention on its patrons. At a lower 
price, the Hadleigh House and Foxfire 

(Continued on page 78) 



\ \ - 

The Waitsfield Federated Church , 
with the trails of Sugarbush ski area 
in the distance. 
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T !T TIME YOU FOUND OUT WHY?m 


mrnrnanirT Myprmnnt 


Ski & Ride 
New England’s 
greatest termin, 
cascadingfrom six 
inter-connected mountain areas. 


Lodging & Lift packages 
begin at $59.95* 

Cali 800-53-SUGAR 


Unwind at the channing Sugarbush Inn or 
in a luxurious slopeside conaominium. 


*some restrictions apply 


the DEN 


Shop Early for Best Se/ect/oo 

5 Min. from the New Sugarbush & Mad River Glen 
$55 per room midweek fd.o.) 


My de Away Inn 


Restaurant**Lodging**Tavern 
Comfortable, Casual, Friencily 

Sr \ t 


Serving lunch & dinner 7 
days a week. Daily seafood 
specials and homemade 
soups. Sandwiches available 
from I 1:30 am to I I pm 
Corner of Rtes. 100 & 17 
Waitsfield 
496-8880 

Ce/ebrating over 27 years. 


Norma/ Food Groups 6 Morę 

Wood Burning Grill • Micro-Brewed Beers 
Nice, Professional, Fun Staff 
Skier Owned & Operated 
Boute 100, Waitsfield • 802-496-3033 


Less thcin 2 miles to Sugarbush 
& Mad River Glen 

Route 17, Waitsfield, Vermont 05673 

302) 496-2322**800-777-HYDE 


A Country Storę in the 
old trodition with o 
bakery, dęli, fine wines, 
contemporary dothes 
upstairs, and morę. 


THE WARREN STORĘ 
WARREN, VERM0NT 05674 
(802) 496-3864 


RESORT A RACOUET CLUB WSBPSTP 

cali 800-453-2922 or 802-583-2922 

SUGARBUSH ACCESS ROAD, WARREN, VERMONT 


High in the mountains of Vermont, there is 
a ski area like no other. A place where ski- 
ing is still a sport, not an industry. A place 
so perfect, its loyal skiers are banding 
together to protect and preserve it forever. 


at Sugarbush 


Offering the privacy & 
amenities of a hotel, 
with the hospitality of 
a Vermont Country Inn. 
Complimentary coffee, 
tea, hot chocolate & 
spiced cider, hearty 
Continental breakfast, 
even homemade choco¬ 
late chip cookies. 


A place foryoul 


Packages starting at *59 

Lodging only starting at *49 

1 - 800 - 982-3465 

for Information & reservations 
or 802-583-3300 
Fax 802-583-1148 
website: www.su3arlod3e.com 


“An Extremely Qood Place’ 


Authentic Chinese Cuisine 
SUGARBUSH VILLAGE-WARREN 
ETLEZJ 583-MOON EIH] 




























































The Bowl Mili • Route 100 

Granville, Yermont 


Producing Vcrmont Hardwood Bowls 
Since 1857 


MAP: 12 Circle Reader Service Number 197 

A Vermont Country Inn Experience 
... with a familiar name. 




of Waterbury-Stowe, VT 
at Exit 10 - Interstate 89 & Scenie Route 100 North 

• Fine dining in our Mountain View Restaurant 

• NEW open air year-round pool and excrcise facility 

• Convcnicnt to area attractions such as Ben &c Jerrys 
Ice Crcam Factory, Grccn Mountain Chocolates, 

Cold Hollow Cider Mili & Stowes Gondola foliage ride. 

(f[f\ Ask about Vermont Life 

^ ^ + Special Bed & Breakfast Rates _ \) 
Mobil F° r reservations cali toll free 
*** 1-800-621-7822 
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Skiing downhill at Stowe Mountain 
Resorfs Mount Mansfield. 


\\er 


*9 


http://www.uvm.edu/~vhnet 


Historie 

Architecture 


Heritage Tourism 
& Historie Sites 

® Jl 

Iff - IPT 
W U 

slB 


Preservation 

Planning 


Heritage 

Edueation 


Historie Preservation 
Resources 

Funded in part by grants from the Windham 
Foundation, the Vermont C ommunity Foundation, and 
the Preservation Trust of Vermont. 

Historie Preservation Program* University of Vermont 
Wheeler House • Burlington, VT 05405 
(802)656-0577 
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For a Family Farm Vacation 
with excellent meals & 


lodging provided! 

LIBERTY HILL FARM 


RR #1 Box 158 


Rochester, VT 05767 


(802) 767-3926 

Bob, Beth, Tom & Dave Kennett 


‘Best Rates” 

• Indoor Heated Pool 

• 1-4 Bedroom Condos 

• 2 miles to ski areas 


CONDOS & MOTEL 

Box 539VL, Waitsfield, VT 05673 


800-766-7829 

802-496-2352 


www.madriver.com/lodging/garrison.html 


Lareau Farm Country Inn 

“One of the top 50 Inns in America” the inn Times 

Home of American Flatbread 

“Pizza is pizza; Flatbread is heaven!” 


^iuwriLJ! ip”ua 


l-800-833-0766-(802)496-4949-Fax(802)496-7979-Rt. 100, Waitsfield, VT 


The Pitcher Inn 


For iNfoRMATioN & ReservatIons 
1 '888 To'Piich(ER) 

WWW.piTcltERiNN.COM 

“A Unique Opportunity for 
Those Who Love Country Inns" 


MIRANDA THOMAS 


makers of fine 
handmade pottery, 
furniture and 
accessories 
at 

The Workshop Storę 


The Mili 

Bridgewater, Vermont 
802.672.5175 

Open daily lOam - 6pm 


1-800-828-1005 in VT 1-802-767-4711 
Internet: http://www.tx)whnill.com 


TOURS 


DETOURS 


Continued from page 76 


Inn are both right on Route 100 north of 
Stowe Village. 

Skiing wasn’t invented in Stowe; it 
only looks that way. Downhilling on 
Mount Mansfield and Spruce Peak, 
cross-countrying on four vast, intercon- 
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Tour Mili: Monday - Friday, 8am - 3pm 
Retail Storę: 7 DAYS A week, 9am - 5pm 


Free Brochure 
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nected trail systems, family rambles on 
the ungroomed Stowe Recreation Path 
— this is the town that skiing built. 
That’s in addition to snowshoeing 
through miles of woods and ice-skating 
on the town rink. And should you tire of 
self-propulsion, in Stowe you can hitch a 
ride on a gondola, on a snowmobile or 
on the Stowe shuttle bus. 

Now, you can also ski across Spruce 
Peak and end up at Smugglers’ Notch 
(and vice versa) via a new interconnect- 
ing trail. Smugglers’ consistently wins 
praise as one of the best family ski re- 
sorts in the country, with an array of 
programs for kids, including a special 
chairlift and help from the ever-present 
Mogul Mouse and Billy Bob Bear. But, 
for morę adventurous skiers, Smugglers’ 
also has plenty of steep and twisting 
trails. Nearby Jeffersonville has its own 
excellent selection of inns and restau- 
rants. 


Travel 

Information 

We couldn’t mention all the op- 
tions for anyone visiting along Route 
100 this winter. For morę informa- 
tion, try any of the following num- 
bers: 

• Cali 1-800-VERMONT for a new 
Yermont Winter Guide , a travel 
and tourism kit, faxed information, 
brochures, a calendar of events, 
and information for different re- 
gions. 

• For the state’s VTFAX automated 
fax service for events, cali 1-800- 
833-9756. 



Specrd ffccef 




^GREEN MęUNTAIN 

{•aocolate Company" 


GREEN 

MO UNTAIN 

aA c o f f e e 

COt^ŁROASTERS 


Former White House Pastry Chef. 
Handcrafted Chocolates, Truffles, Cakes 
Cookies & Confections 


Roasted To Your Taste 



Vermont 

Cabot Annex Storę 

Award-winning Cheeses • Vermont Food & Gifts • Winę & Beer 


■ Free Taste Samples ■ Handicapped Accessible ■ Buses Welcome ■ Mail Order Department ■ 

‘Mail Home a Taste of Vermont ' 

Open 9-6 Daily, Fri. ‘til 7 PM 

Located Route 100, Waterbury between Ben & Jerry’s & Cold Hollow Cider Mili 
■ Green Mt. Chocolate Co. — (802) 244-1139 ■ Green Mt. Coffee Roasters — (802) 244-8430 
■ Cabot Annex Storę — (802) 244-6334 


MAP: 15 



icforian 


5 


ecvef 



Vermont’s classic Victorian getaway. 



Waterbury, Vermont Cali for our new brochure. 800-292-5911 
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• For information on places to stay 
and dine, cali the Vermont Fodging 
& Restaurant Association, 1-800- 
VTROOMS (1-800-987-6667). 

• By Computer, visit the Vermont De¬ 
partment of Tourism and Market¬ 
ing Web site at ww r w.travel-ver- 
mont.com; the Vermont Chamber 
of Commerce at 

www.vtchamber.com; the Discover 
Vermont Internet page at www.dis- 
cover-vermont.com; and Yermont 
Life at www.vtlife.com. 



Charm, Comfort 

& Personal Attention 


Route 100, Box 715, Waterbury Center, 

VT 05677 • 802-244-7490 • 800-366-5592 
e-mail: bIklocst@sover.net 
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1998 Vermont Life Engagement Book 

Our compact, week-at^a-glance organizer with 55 color photographs 
of Vermont people and landscapes. 5 % x 8i4. boxed, ready for gift 
mailing. It’s also a diary! Use it to record weather, your daily thoughts, 
or memorable events. 

CEB8011 $9.95 (CEB8211 Two or morę $9.50 ea.) 


you 

order all three calendars together. 

3-Calendar Gift Pack $21.95 




YermontLife 


1998 Vermont Life Wall Calendar 

The most popular gift in our catalog captures the uniąue sense of place, 
the peace, and the character of the Vermont countryside. 8 x 1 OM, wire 
bound, with ample space for notes and appointments. 

CWC8010 $9.95 (CWC8210 Three or morę $8.95 ea.) 


1998 Vermont Life Pocket Calendar 

This purse^sized weekly calendar with space for reminders, notes, birthdays, 
etc., contains 12 colorful scenes of Vermont’s spectacular seasons. 

CPC8035 $5.95 (CPC8235 Two or morę $5.50 ea.) 


CCC8045 






The Perfect Vermont Specialty Food Gift Pack 

A true taste of Vermont: A Warren Kimble^design 
pint jug of delicious Grade A medium amber mapie syrup 
plus a pound of Cabot Creamery’s award^winning, sharp Vermont Cheddar! 

FSC1488 Syrup &. Cheese Combination $16.95 
(FSC1888 Two or morę: $16.50 ea.) 


To order cali Toll Free: 
1-800-455-3399, ext. 9736 

8 AM-4:30 PM ET, or use our 
Order Form at right. 


Hearty Vermont Breakfast 
Gift Pack 

IM lb. of pancake mix, a Warren 
Kimble^designed pint jug of 
Vermont mapie syrup, wild blueberries 

and three kinds of gourmet coffee, ready 

for you to enjoy, or to send to friends. 

FBRK485 $24.95 (FBRK885 Two or morę: $23.95 ea.) 


NEW! 

Open Season 

by Archer M ayor 
Archer Mayor’s, wise, topical, 
sometimes yiolent but always 
engrossing and intricately plot- 
ted, mysteries take Brattleboro 
police lieutenant Joe Gunther 
all over Vermont, from Putney 
to the Northeast Kingdom. This is the first of the 
series. BMYS513 Paperback $5.99 


MAN 

WITH A 

PLAN 


Man With a Plan Video 

Real-life Vermonter Fred Tuttle is charming and disarming in 
this delightful John 0’Brien film about the Tunbridge farmer’s 
campaign for Congress. “Hilarious,” says The New York Times. 
Help us “Spread Fred.” 90 min. YPLN511 $19.95 


Where the Rivers 
Flow North Video 

On nearly everyone’s “10 Best Films” list for 
1994, this movie by Vermont independent 
filmmaker Jay Craven garnered honors at film festivals workT 
wide. Exceptional performances by Rip Tom and Tantoo Car- 
dinal make this both a powerful drama and a touching love 
story. 105 min. YRIY501 $19.95 
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Holiday Reading 

By Chris Bohjalian 


T his year, a particularly rich and 
varied collection of books by 
Vermonters or about Vermont 
was published, including novels and 
naturę books, and some wonderful 
works of history. 

Here, grouped arbitrarily by subject, 
are some of those new offerings that 
merit placement inside a stocking or 
beneath a bow. 

First of all, for history buffs, Howard 
Coffin has followed up his wonderful 
1993 examination of the role Vermont 
played in the Civil War ( Fuli Duty), 
with Ninę Months to Gettysburg: The 
Vermonters Who Broke Pickett’s 
Charge (The Countryman Press, 
$29.95, hardcover). Drawing on scores 
of letters from the young Green Moun- 
tain warriors who served in the Second 
Vermont Brigade, Coffin chronicles 
the lives of those soldiers in the 
months preceding Gettysburg, and 
then their heroic stand atop Cemetery 
Ridge on the finał day of the battle it- 
self. 

Richard Ketchum, a Pulitzer Prize- 
winning editor who lives in Dorset, 
has taclcled the turning point of the 
Revolutionary War in Saratoga, 
(Henry Holt and Company, $30, hard- 
cover). This is broad, sweeping history 
at its very best — just how did 13,000 
ragtag Americans defeat General John 
Burgoyne's veteran British troops? — 
filled with wonderful, idiosyncratic 
characters. When the American James 
Wilkinson comes across the wounded 
leader of the retreating grenadiers, for 
example, and aslcs how badly he's been 
hurt, the British officer replies, "Not 
badly, but very inconveniently. I am 
shot through both legs." 

Looking for something a little less 
bloody? There are two absolutely mag¬ 
ii i ficent books about the natural world 
that surrounds us here in New Eng- 
land, as well as a fascinating third one 
about the way wealth sometimes 
transforms it. 

First, the naturę books: Reading the 
Forested Landscape: A Natural His¬ 
tory of New England , by Tom Wes- 
sells, The Countryman Press, $24.95, 
liardcover, and Nearer Naturę, by firn 
Arnosky Lothrop, Lee o? Shepard 


Books, $18, hardcover. 

Wessells, a biologist and the director 
of the Environmental Biology Program 
at Antioch College, has written one of 
the most thoughtful and affectionate 
explorations of the forest Tve ever 
read: Rich with precise detail, lovingly 
rendered, Reading the Forested Land¬ 
scape helps demystify the woods 
around us, while giving the great trees 
the respect they deserve. The book 
also has exquisite etchings and illus- 
trations by printmalcer Brian Cohen. 

Noted children's book author and 
artist Jim Arnosky has recorded one 
winter and spring tending his sheep 
farm in South Ryegate, and tracking 
the wildlife that surround it. Arnosky 
has never talcen for granted the won- 
ders around him, and he never seems 
to lose his delight in turtles and 
beavers and wildflowers. He also has 
an appropriate regard for those mo- 
ments when rural living will ensure 
that a person retains his or her sense of 
humor. 

How have New England's wealthy 
elite transformed naturę into gardens 
in the past? No riddle, here: By spend- 
ing astonishing amounts of money, 
that's how. Alan Emmefis lavishly il- 
lustrated and well-researched So Fine 
A Prospect: Historie New England 
Gardens , (University Press of New 
England, $29.95, paperback), features 
16 impressive New England gardens — 
including "the power landscape" of 
William Seward Webb's Gilded Age 
extravaganza, Shelburne Farms. 

Perhaps the antithesis of the splen¬ 
dor of Shelburne Farms is Eliza 
Thomas's Boy Scout cabin (13 feet 
wide, 32 feet long) on four unkempt, 
overgrown acres in the Vermont coun- 
tryside. Nevertheless, the discovery of 
her little home and the life she has 
built there over the last decade makes 
for a lovely story in The Road Home 
(Algonąuin Books of Chapel Hill, 
$17.95, hardcover). Everything about 
this smali, elegant book interested me, 
because Thomas's voice is at once wry 
and warm. 

Of all the icons we have for Ver- 
mont's pastorał heritage, perhaps the 
most renowned is the covered bridge. 


We have morę than 100 of them, and 
Underhill painter, photographer and 
writer Joseph Nelson's Spanning 
Time: Vermont’s Covered Bridges 
(New England Press, $60, hardcover) 
may be the definitive guide. Here we 
learn the histories of the bridges, the 
building specifics, and in some cases 
fascinating lorę and minutia. More- 
over, unlilce many books of this genre, 
the color photographs are not merely 
attractive: They convey the different 
personalities of each of the state's 
bridges. 

Spanning Time is divided into 15 
"tours," instead of chapters, each with 
a detailed map, that allow readers to 
see the bridges easily for themselves. 

There are two fine new novels set in 
Vermont: Bellows Falls (Mysterious 
Press, $22, hardcover), the latest mys- 
tery from Newfane writer Archer 
Mayor, and Judgment Hill (Hardscrab- 
ble Books, $24.95, hardcover), a first 
novel from Southern Vermont essayist 
and short story writer Castle Freeman 

Jr. 

In Bellows Falls, fictional Brattle- 
boro police lieutenant Joe Gunther 
contends with the seamier underside 
of Vermont — including a little cold- 
blooded murder. In Judgment Hill, fic¬ 
tional land baron Garrett Benteen bat- 
tles the change that he believes is de- 
stroying the State — including a flimsy 
housing development going up nearby 
on a once-wooded hill in the mythical 
village of Ambrose. 

Finally, a children's book: Writer 
Jules Older and illustrator Lyn Sever- 
ance have collaborated on Cow 
(Charlesbridge Publishing, $15.95, 
hardcover), a brief, good-natured por- 
trait of the bovines that pepper our 
hills. The information is basie — how 
many gallons of water a cow drinlcs 
every day, why a Jersey is called a Jer¬ 
sey, how to make an ice-cream soda — 
but it's well-presented and Severance's 
illustrations are high-spirited and col- 
orful. 

Older may be a tad morę wide-eyed 
than his information would warrant, 
telling us five times, "Pm not malcing 
this up." But his enthusiasm for cows 
is infectious, and my sense is there are 
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Giv« tk« Ckild You Lov« tk« Gift of R«\dit^ 


Good books help even a tiny baby’s brain grow and learn. 

You know already that your child loves being held closely while 
you are relaxed and speaking directly to him. 


Every baby who learns to love books has advantages that 
will help her be the best that she can be. Early contact produces 
early readers, giving them a head start on thinking, and a head 
start on learning. 



Our Bi.Li«s N««J Books" gift bag has just what you need 

to help with that head start: four 
beautiful picture books and our 
exclusive “how to” guide filled with 
great ideas, all packed in a sturdy 
and attractive canvas bag. 


Order your B\ti«s N««J Books 

gift bag today! 

$50 for each gift bag, plus $7.50 for shipping 


To order cali weekdays: 

The Vermont Center for the Book 

1-800-763-BOOK 

VISA/MasterCard accepted. 

Visit us at vermontbook.org 
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Will Lange in Print! 


I rillem Lange 
is a familiar fellow 
to upcountry folks. 

His public radio 
commentaries and 
Upper Valley News 
weekly column are followed with enthusiasm. 
Now Will has found time to sit down and 
write down some of his favorite stories. They 
rangę from his first sighting of New England 
when he was sent to a boarding school at the 
suggestion of local juvenile authorites in 
Syracuse, NY to a solemn treatise on the 
relationship of a carpenter and honeybee on a 
cool fali day. 

TALES FROM THE EDGE OF THE WOODS is 
the perfect book for those who like to read 
in smali bites and savor the stories! 

Also available: 8 of these stories on tape. 

TALES FROM THE EDGE OF THE WOODS - $13.95 postpaid 

WILLEM LANGE TAPE - $13.45 postpaid 

BOOK & TAPE TOGETHER - $25.00 postpaid to same address 

ORDER BY PHONE 1-800-624-8800 
ORDER VIA INTERNET - http://www.dartbook.com 
E-MAIL - books@dartbook.com 



The Dartmouth Bookstore 

Hanover, New Hampshire 03755 




What a Gift! 

The fascinating biography 
of Vermont's own mail 
order genius, mentor, 
visionary, entrepreneur 
Lyman Wood - founder 
of Garden Way and 
advocate of country 
living. Perfect gift for 
anyone trying to better 
their life and occupation. 

252 pgs. Illustrated soft cover. $19.95 postpaid. 


Holiday Special - 3 for $45 pp! 
Cali (802) 425-2761 orFAX(802) 425-2777 
In Brief Press 

PO Box 118A, Charlotte, VT 05445 
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Fine American Lighting 

Real American Value From 
Lighting by Hammerworks 


•Top Quality Materials 
•Completely Handcrafted 
•Reasonable Prices 


Send $5 for two color catalogs to: 

Lighting by Hammerworks 

Dept. VL, 6 Freemont Street, 
Worcester. MA 01603. 508-755-3434 


Lanterns, Sconces, Chandeliers, 
and Hand Forged Hardware 

Send for our catalog and 
discover how you can enjoy 
the beauty and quality of our 
Colonial lighting in your home. 


Other Location: 118 Main Street. Meredith, NH 603-279-7352 
www.hammerworks.com 
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BOOKS 


a great many adults, as well as chil- 
dren, who would be thrilled to find a 
Cow in their house this time of the 
year. 


Chris Bohjalian is the author of four nov- 
els set in Vermont, including Midwives 
and Water Witches. 

Books in Brief 

Rudyard Kipling in Vermont by Stu¬ 
art Murray. Published by Images from 
the Past, Bennington, 198 pages, 
$18.95, paperback; $29, hardback. 
Special limited edition $150. A thor- 
ough documentation of Kipling's years 
at Naulahka, his Dummerston home. 
Kipling's immense creative output 
while in Vermont is described in detail 
as is his smoldering feud with Beatty 
Balestier, his brother-in-law. Well- 
written, profusely illustrated. 

The Horse's Mouth: The Story of the 
Birth of Modern Skiing at Woodstock, 
Vt., by Harry Ambrose, 129 pages. 
$19.95 at bookstores, or cali (802) 457- 
1074. This self-published, spiral-bound 
book is a genial memoir of the very 
early days of Vermont skiing. Ambrose 
captures much of the feel of this era, 
and his collection of photographs of 
such early skiing greats as Bob Bour- 
don, Becky Fraser, Hal Codding and 
others (photocopied in the book) are an 
added treat. 

My Little Life: A Girl Growing Up 
in the Forties, by Jane E. Bryant. Pub¬ 
lished by Northfield News a) Printery, 
Northfield, 1997, 268 pages, $14.95, 
paperback. Bryant chronicles her 
childhood a half-century ago in North¬ 
field and Mayberry Village, Connecti¬ 
cut. 

My Dog's Brain by Stephen Huneck. 
Published by Viking Penguin, 88 
pages, $27.50, hardcover. A colorful, 
text-free collection of Vermont folk 
artist Stephen Huneck's art about 
dogs, especially black Labradors, ultra- 
especially Huneck's own black lab, 
Sally. 

The Passive Solar House, by James 
Kachadorian. Published by Chelsea 
Green Publishing Co., White River 
function, 1997, 211 pages, $24.95, pa¬ 
perback. Kachadorian, of Woodstock, 
distills into 10 principles of solar de¬ 
sign his experience as the founder of 
Green Mountain Homes. 
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r A TRADITION OF QUALITY V 

Vermont Mail Order Gifts 
& Specialty Foods 

"W" -Termonfs reputation for high quality is well-deserved. For 
\ł morę than a century, the state's artisans, food makers, and 
w manufacturers have been known for the excellence of 
tlieir wares. 

Now you can sample and enjoy Vermont gifts and foods from 
the coinfort of your home, either by mail, telephone, or via our 
internet address: http://www.vtlife.com 




The King Arthur Flour® 

E5aker’s Storę 


Route 5 South • Norwich, Vermont 
(802) 649-3361 

Mon.-Sat. 9:00-5:00* Sun. 11:00-4:00 


Our Baker’s Storę is a playground for the home baking 
enthusiast offering new and classic products, featuring 
an extensive variety of hard-to-find ingredients, Vermont 
products, bread machines, professional bakeware and 
our signature mixes usingj*ood King Arthur Flour. 


For a free copy of The Baker’s Catalogue ™ 800-777*4434. 
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QUALITY YERMONT EVERGREEN WREATHS 



Ouantity Discounts forlO Wreaths or morę 


The original 22" Balsam Wreath decorated with a 
large red velvet bow, pine cones & berries $24? 5 
Unique Dried Flower Wreaths, Centerpieces, 
Swags & Garlands (indoor use) available. 

For a "Sweet Touch" a pint or quart of 
Vermont Mapie Syrup may be added to 
any wreath order for a nice gift package. 

Cali for prices & free brochure. 

1-800-552-3747 UP “L 

VISA and MasterCard Accepted ppd. 


NMwre...bvj Design ofVemu>nt 

P.O. Box 466 • Burton Hill Road • Barton, Vermont 05822 



First Night 


Signature Series Mapie Syrup 


Each year the first syrup off the evapo- 
rator has the lightest taste, is golden in 
color and is given the highest grade. 


In a 1.2 pint 
re-usable, 
glass 
decanter 
for $19.95 

Delivered 

cali for free catalogue 



For 200 years. 

The Morse Farm, 
Montpelier, VT 

1-800/242-2740 

1-802/223-7450 FAX 
1-802/223-2740 in VT 

Maplespeak @ AOL.com 
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AutunWs Gifts 

An endearing 61 min. video.. .featuring VT’s 
uniąue autumn beauty, its blissful charm. 

Customer comments: 

“.. .relaxing and beautiful. 

“.. .superbly crafted in every possible way.” 
“...want to watch it again and again.” 

Fourteenth Star, Inc. 

PO Box 819, ShelburneVT 05482-0819 
Visa/MC orders: 1-888-236-5424 

$25 (+$4 S&H); two for $48 (S&H included) 

Q?: e-mail: autumn@peakcolor.com or visit www.peakcolor.com 


Vermont Oat Cereal to Warm Your Chilly Days 

Erie & Andy and nine other Ver- 
mont farmers have grown certi- 
fied ORGANIC oats and turned 
the harvest into thick rolled, 
chewy and flavorful oatmeal (the 
way oatmeal used to be) and 
Scottish style STEEL CUT oats at 
their mili in Cabot, Vermont. 

Our oat cereals are the true 
bounty of Vermont. 

Get our catalogue by calling 
roli free (888) 4-OATMEAL 
[(888) 462-8632]. 



EąiC&ANDY'S. 



THE VERM0NT CEREAL COMPANY 
CABOT, YERMONT 05647 * 
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The Official 1997 First Edition 

“Snowflake” Bentley® 
Pewter Ornament 

Designed from an original 
Wilson A. Bentley 

Microphotograph from the Archives of 
The Jericho Historical Society 

Handcrafted in fine pewter by Vermont’s 
own Danforth Pewterers 


Officially authorized by $ , 5 . 00 lus $2 . 00 S&H (Gift Boxed) 

I hc Jericho H,stor,cal Society V ermom residents plcasc add 5% sales tax 

Vermont Suowflukes Mail Check/M.O. or MC/V1SA Phone Orders 

RD 2, Box 396 Cali: (802) 899-1739 

Jericho, Yermont 05465 e-mail: snowbliz@aol.com 
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Qoodńcfi ’s Mapie farm R Cabot„'vT 05647 


WHOLESALE • RETAIL 
• MAIL ORDER 

To order, cali: 

1-800-639-1854 
or fax us at: 
1-802-426-3388 

MasterCard, Visa, 
Discover or check - 
We ship nationwide 

Ask for our 
Catalog of wonderful 
Mapie Products! 
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Handmade Fragrant Balsam from Vermont’s Northeast Kjngdom 

24" double-sided decorated wreath, $25.00 P.PD. Order #110, 

Special Offer! Wreath with 1 lb. All-Natural 
Buttermilk and Pecan Pancake Mix (in an attrac- 
tive canvas grain sack) and, to complement the 
pancakes, an 8 oz. glass jug of Vermont mapie 
syrup. Only $29.99 P.PD. Order #902. 

We also ship Centerpieces, Garlands and 
Balsam trees. Perfect for business gifts. VISA, 

M/C accepted. If sending orders by mail, in- 
clude gift card message, name, address and 
phone number. Have a part of Vermont shipped 
anywhere in the Continental U.S.A. 

KOZY ACRE FARM & WREATHS 

Luc & Rhonda Quirion • RFD#1, Box 362, Newport, VT 05855 1 
(800) 824-6388 • FAX (802) 334-5050 • E-mail: kozyacre@together.net 



n Joan & Annie’s # n 

Browmes 


“Extremely good and very chocolaty...” 

— The New York Times, February 1, 1995 — 

Handmade in Vermont 
Exceptional, Gourmet Brownies 

Surprise and Indulge someone 
with one of our famous 

BrownieGrams! 

Guaranteed to Arrive Fresh & Delicious! 

Cali for Prices and Information! 


1 - 800 - 588-2769 
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Nf* v '“!l_T HE Northeast Kingdom 


l \ \ Now you can tour Vermont’s most rural corner with 

l — 1 \ your own copy of our new video, COLORS OF 

THE NORTHEAST KINGDOM. It features historie 
St. Johnsbury and her famous museums, Newport and 
shimmering Lakę Memphremagog, distant Island 
Pond where railroads once ran and moose still roam, 
Brownington’s Old Stone House Museum amid the 
maples, Albany’s Hayden House and its curse, 
covered bridges, round barns and morę tales of the 
Kingdom. Approx. 1 hour. 

V1SA / MC / Check / Money Order $19.95 + $4.00 S&H 
(Vermonters add 5% sales tax) 

1 - 800 - 996-6927 

ODYSSEY PRODUCTIONS OF VERMONT 

P.O. Box 929-C, Williston, Yermont 05495 




“WESTON GREEN” is from an edition of 200, 
signed and numbered by the artist. The image is 
16"xll" and is available for $60 plus $7.50 s/h. 


YERMONT 

IMAGES 

FINE ART PRINTS 

“WESTON GREEN” is 
one of a series of limited 
edition prints beautifully 
reproduced from original 
watercolors by Vermont 
artist Robert E. Todd. 

FREE 

COLOR BROCHURE 

800/545-3136 


TODD GALLERY 

614 Main Street • Weston, N/ermont • 802/824-5606 • www.toddgallery.com 
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THE VERMONT TARTAN™ ioo% 

Wear the colors of Vermont! ll9 ^®J| ht 

This beautiful plaid is rnade in Scotland. 

availahlp in tioe rarv; $23.00 postage paid 

avanaDie in nes, caps, ^fiSfejjKjr visa, mc. orcheck 

scarves, tams, braces, exciusiveiy from 

“ h fP andb> OCIflltjH 

JĘW CENTRE 

Send for pr P.O. Box i 14. West Main Street 

our free |r Wilmington, VT 05363 

brOChure. Finewoolenssince 1968. 



100% Yermont quality 
^ W Products in gift boxes, 

% ĘgĘg ? baskets or crates. 

^ tąm ^ • Wide basket selection for all occasions 

• Quality handerafts and gourmet specialty foods 

Green Mountain Gift Baskets 

2027 Notch Rd • Bristol, VT 05443 

For free brochure: 800 " 613"4642 email: gmgb@sover.net 
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The Original Herbal Soap Making Kit 

complete with video and easy to use instructions 

Make Soap for the Skin You Love to Touch 

Limited Offer The kit includes a custom 

C / /| 95 wood soap mold, 

• premeasured palm, coconut 

Plus shipping & handling anc j 0 [j ve 0 j^ p rem easured 
CA residents add 7.75% . _ . 

lye, one ounce ot tragrance. 

Cali Toll Free 1-800-390-9969 

Soapmakers Supplies - Ali Natural Soap Products 
Cali for your Soap Makers Catalog 

Summers Past Farms - Te Olde Soap Shoppe 

15602 Old Hwy 80, Flinn Springs, CA 92021 • Yisit us at http://www.soapmaking.com 
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Silver and Gold 


Silver or 
gold coinbined 
ith scmi-precious 
stones for uniąue ćre- 
ations. Distinctive and 
versatile. Hand crafted fot 
perfection. 


Write for 
FREE Catalog: 


P.O. Box 314, Barre, Yermont 05641 










































































BACS FOR YOURSTUFF 



\fermont 

Vae:abond 

® Inc 

Cali us toll free at: 

888.VT PACKS 

lor a free color catalog 


Business, Sport, Travel, and Custom bags handcrafted in Yermont. 
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HANDCRAFTED 
IN VERMONT 

Stentiay Sitowi 

a? CZ &00 Plus postage 
/ & handling 

SHOWN LIFE SIZE 

Hand Engraved With Year 
Beautiful Sound 
Nestled in a Satin Pouch 


'Venmo*ił Sitowi Steiy6śeti& 

72 Merchants Row, Rutland VT 05701 Toll Free: (888)VT BELLS 
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cuk for tk« coHnNnok clotk«S 

F<ję| ^ood Nil ov«r u/itk our 
cASuaJ CO \r\fy U/Obrciotki*^. 

farjtat 

factoryete*...inc. 

* spin ted bats... careffee clothing 
Quechee, Vermont 

802 - 296-6646 


ci.ll for i FREE Citiloy 
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A Taste of 
Yermont 


Pure 

Vermont Mapie 
Syrup • Candy 


CREA TE YOUR OWN GIFT PACK 

Choose among our many delidous mapie products 
and give a taste of Vermont this holiday season. 


THE GIFTEVERYONE 
LOYES TO GET 


Cali or write for FREE brochure 1 -800-845-2733 v 
In Vt. cali 802-744-2733 Fax 802-744-MAPL 

Visa/MC accepted. We ship anywhere 
http://www.pbpub.com/couture.htm 

= C0UTURE S MAPLE SHOP RR 1 Box 147 Westfield VT 05874 • L0CATED ON R0UTE100_| 


1 Quart. Grade A Medium, $18 

(Indudes S&H to 48 States) 


SNÓW HAVEN 

Continued fiom page 37 

much morę widespread snowfall. 

Nonę of this is lost on the people of Island Pond. Virtu- 
ally every business in town contributes to the Brighton 
Snowmobile Club's trail fund, which helps cover the cost 
of the extra grooming for which the area is so well 
known. "Most of the businesses are pretty generous 
about supporting the club," says Peggy Oertell. "It's good 
for the snowmobilers, and they're good for the town." 

Will success spoił snowmobiling? A cynie might be for- 
given for wondering — given the financial benefits that 
yisiting riders bring — whether the town's support is as 
wholehearted as it appears, or whether it is simply a mat- 
ter of self-interest. But that would only be because the 
hypothetical cynie was unfamiliar with the town. 

In fact, the area residents themselves are among the 
most avid snowmobilers anywhere. And the sport's 30- 
year tradition of sharing and volunteer effort seems 
stronger than ever. 

When a visitor had mechanical problems with his 
snów machinę last winter, for example, Jennifer's Restau- 
rant owner Peter Sprague brought his own truck around, 
helped the owner of the ailing sled heave it aboard, and 
drove machinę and owner to the repair shop in Newport, 
25 miles away. Phil Sanbom and his fellow trail groomers 
receive a mere $5 an hour for the time they actually 
spend making the nighttime rounds in the Pisten Bullies 
— and charge nothing at all for the additional hours of 
cleaning and maintenance the powerful, costly machines 
demand. 

In Island Pond, in fact, the volunteer spirit sometimes 
seems to run as deep as the local snów cover. As the trail 
groomers rumbie through the night, they can count on 
the support of still another dedicated volunteer. Robert 
Stevens hasn't ridden a snowmobile himself sińce losing 
his sight years ago, but whenever the grooming crew is 
on the trail, he spends the night by his powerful CB re- 
ceiver, keeping tabs on their whereabouts and relaying in- 
formation and the occasional cali for assistance. When a 
groomer brolce down last winter in an area beyond radio 
rangę of the other crews, Stevens (known to all as Stony, 
his CB handle) was able to send another machinę to re- 
trieve the crew. 

"Stony's been tremendous," Sanborn says. "We cali 
him our lifeline." 

He throttles back and eases the big machinę around a 
narrow bend. The headlights sweep the darkened woods 
and settle back onto the trail, revealing a long, open 
stretch ahead. It's hard to tell in the dimly lit cab, but he 
seems to be smiling. 

• 

For further information: 

Vermont Association of Snów Travelers, P O. Box 839, 
Montpelier, VT 05601, tel. (802) 229-0005. 

Island Pond Chamber of Conunerce, (802) 741-7301 
(toll free in Vermont when dialed without the area codę). 

Northeast Kingdom Snów Phone Linę, (802) 723-4316 
(recorded info. on snów conditions, Nov. 1-April 30). 

For information on the annual Snocross Race, February 
28-March 1, cali (802) 723-6507. 

Writer fon Vaia lives in Cabot. 
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A Cynthia Price view of the Champlain Valley and its mountains: 

"A Bowl of Cherries," oil on carwas, 1997. Her work can be found at 
Ciarkę Galleries, Stowe; Chaparral Gallery , Bozeman, Montana; and 
Bamey Wyckoff Fine Art, Aspen, Colorado. 
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Cynthia Price 

Building Landscapes of Light and Color 

By Fred Stetson 



ynthia Price doesn't point paintings, she builds them. A jagged hedgerow, a 
long, reaching shadow, a dirt road with a memorable bend, a slanting ridge — 
these classic rural Vermont icons become the "beams" or framework of her can- 
vas. Then with multiple layers of golds, oranges, silvers, lavenders and greens, 
she completes the "finishwork" and fills the canvas in. 


Simplified and stripped of detail, 
barns or outbuildings are fasteners that 
secure her paintings. "They^e architec- 
tural elements in what I see to be an ar- 
chitectural world," the 47-year-old 
artist says. "I consider myself an archi- 
tect, putting in these planks and beams. 
It is very much a construction process." 

With the structure in place, she be- 
gins an arduous, trial-and-error se- 
ąuence of adding color to achieve an al- 
most magical glowing effect. "Ulti- 
mately, the bottom linę is the light ... I 
don't really create a light; it emerges [by 
experimenting and juxtaposing shades 
of color] and then I follow it ... I just 
keep going until it happens [the desired 
light emerges] ... it's like developing a 
picture." 

Price, who graduated from Middle- 
bury College in 1972 with a degree in 
philosophy and religion, lives in Bristol 
and draws much of her inspiration from 
nearby rolling fields and hills, some- 
times with almost surreal results. 

"There really are purple hedgerows in 


Writer Fred Stet¬ 
son will profile a 
series of land- 
scape painters in 
this new “Ver- 
mont Artists” sec- 
tion of Vermont 
Life. 



Vermont, if you care to see them ...," 
she says, eyeing a vibrant painting in 
her studio. "Fm not really interested in 
naturalized colors ... I really don't want 
to recapture the last century of land- 
scape painting as it has been done ... 
My interest is in the light and the State 
of mind “ 

Yet, underlying her vision, just as it 
underlies her paintings, is an abiding 
appreciation for the Vermont land- 
scape, especially the Champlain Valley. 
"There^ absolutely no ąuestion," she 
says, "that Bristol to Burlington, the 
lakę to the 
mountains, is 
my 'chunlc/ " 
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Green Mountain Homes 




Iost 6- Found. 


[/LRMONT Is HuLL OrLosr TREASURES. 

Historio Properties 6- tsmts or Vermont will 

tILLR you LIND TUL ONE VOU WILL CALL HOME. 

D reaming of a new life and a wonderful old 
home to go with it? Then Historie Properties & 

Estates of Vermont should be your next phone cali. 

We will help you find the older home that flts your needs. We can also research its history, help you 
with the regulations, and even recommend the right contractors who have preseration experience. You 
are under no obligation as you browse with us. 

We live in old homes and we know the thrlll of being a part of history. Combine that with real 
estate and preservation expertise and we’ll find your lost treasure today. Give us a cali. 



Come Home. To History. 


RO. Box 952 Route 30 
Dorset, Vermont 05251 
(802)362-0618 Fax:(802)362-0531 
http://www.historicpropvt.com 


m Muinpu usriHG sotvice 

MLS 
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Sportsmarfs paradise/gentleman’s farm in Mettowee Val- 
ley north of Dorset, Vt. 72 acres w/6,000' of trout stream 
&C pond, meadows, woods, privacy, big renovated house, 
apt., barn. Rare find. Exclusive. $675,000. 


Finest land in Dorset. Incredible views from Upper Hol- 
low Road. Eight 14-acre to 19-acre approved, protected 
parcels. Private road, underground Utilities in place. 
Exclusively listed. $430,000-$575,000. 

DORSET VILLAGE PROPERTIES 

Dorset, Vermont 05251 Phone: 802-867-5300 

www.dvprop.com 



Rochester — Built c. 1830. a lovely 
large (3,600 square feet) Cape with 
nearly four acres has seven bedrooms, 
three and one-half baths, three fire- 
places and a greenhouse awaiting finish- 
ing touches. The antique barn is in 
great condition and includes insulated 
studio space, suitable for many uses. 
The grounds include shrubs, trees and 
flowering bulbs in abundance and fea- 
ture a smali pond. In summary, a coun¬ 
try setting with a home of great poten- 
tial, just minutes from a charming vil- 
lage. Just $195,000. 



ROCHESTER: Nicely sited in a lovely 2.3 
acre parcel, this 1990 modern home of 
2,657 square feet features three bed¬ 
rooms (master on first floor), three baths, 
a splendid kitchen, family room and so¬ 


larium or plant room — all in absolute 
“mint” condition. There is an attached 
two car garage plus huge attic space (26' 
x 48') well suited for expansion. Out- 
doors, extensive landscaping and access, 
along with a few neighbors, to a 20-acre 
community field where a large swim- 
ming pond and great mountain views are 
highlights. Now $225,000. 



MORETOWN: Located at the end of a 
long private drive, where 83.5 acres of 
pasture and woods assure privacy, this 
charming Cape-style reproduction was 
completed in 1972, using the best of 
materials. The five bedrooms, three and 
one-half baths — including guest, care- 
taker or studio apartment space — offer 
many possibilities. The spacious interior 
combines highlights of bygone days 
with every modern convenience. Out- 
doors, the six-stall horse barn; sheep, 
chicken and dog facilities; pond; pas¬ 
ture; and livestock fencing await a 
happy family. Just minutes from Mont- 
pelier and the Sugarbush lour-season re¬ 
sort, the area abounds in recreational al- 
ternatives. $345,000. 


Brooks h. barroN 

REAL ESTATĘ 


RD#1, Box 26A, North Hollow, 
Rochester, Vermont 05767-9003 
(802) 767-3398 - FAX: (802) 767-4669 

E-mail: barronre^together.net 
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Shorebam, Vermont 
HISTORIC CHAMPLAIN VALLEY FARM 

Incredible picture-book property featuring a delight- 
ful, early 1800’s Federal-style 4,000 square foot 
colonial on 87 acres overlooking Lakę Champlain. 
Beautiful landscaping, horse barn, eąuipment barn, 
swimming pool and 50+ acres of working apple or- 
chard. Additional land available. $387,000 


Cali Wadę Weathers 802-660-2900 


Colchester, Vermont 

LAKĘ CHAMPLAIN WATERFRONT ESTATE 
PRIVATE SANDY BEACH 

This estate features a 4,500 square foot home on 13.2 
acres with 1,600 feet of frontage on Lakę Champlain 
and a private sandy beach on Malletts Bay, a boating 
haven with protected waters. Additional waterfront 
land available. $965,000 


Cali Wadę Weathers 802-660-2900 


Colchester, Vermont 
u LOST COVE” LAKĘ CHAMPLAIN 

An incredible point of land surrounded by 700 feet of 
lakę shore offering one of the finer waterfront parcels 
available on Lakę Champlain. Features private and 
quiet surroundings in an excellent area with Southern 
exposure and panoramie views of the Bay, the Green 
Mountains and the Adirondacks. $400,000 


Cali Wadę Weathers 802-660-2900 


Landt/est 

THE NEXT LEVEL OF SERVICE 

126 College Street Burlington, Vermont 05401 802 - 660-2900 
Five The Green Woodstock,Vermont 05091 802 - 457-4977 


The Exclusive Yermont Affiliate for CH RISTIES 

&&& GREAT ESTATES 


Circlc Reader Service Number 220 


Cahot, Vermont 

“MOLLYS POND” - 240 ACRE FARM 

The lovely setting and remarkable views make this 
end-of-the-road farm one of the most photographed 
scenes in Vermont. Privacy, early cape-style house, 
large barns and outbuildings plus 4,000' of frontage 
on MollyLs Pond. $395,000 


Cali Wadę Weathers 802-660-2900 


Wings Point, Charlotte, Vermont 
LAKĘ CHAMPLAIN ESTATE 

A 5,500 square foot Federal style home with 600 feet 
of frontage on Lakę Champlain offering views of the 
Adirondack Mountains, magnificent gardens, antique 
barn, professional kitchen, butternut wood library, 
high ceilings and a wonderful master suitę. Privacy 
plus Wings Point amenities including tennis courts 
and boat docks. $1,500,000 

Cali Wadę Weathers 802-660-2900 


Shoreham, Vermont 

THE DOOLITTLE HOUSE ON 190 ACRES 

Restored 1800s Brick Federal on 190 acres with views 
of the Green Mountains and the Adirondacks. Fea¬ 
tures 3,500 square feet of gracious living including 
four bedrooms, three and a half baths and five fire- 
places plus barns, terrace, pool and fabulous “Great 
Room”. Ideally located just ten miles from Middle- 
bury College. ’ $578,000 

Cali Wadę Weathers 802-660-2900 


Stockbridge, Vermont 
THE 330 ACRE ADAMS FARM 

Wonderful end-of-the-road 330 acre country re- 
treat featuring a delightfully restored ten-room, 
five bedroom, four-bath antique cape with five 
fireplaces, barn, three ponds, frontage on a year- 
round mountain stream, spectacular views and to- 
tal privacy. Choice location near Woodstock. 

$750,000 

Cali Wadę Weathers 802-660-2900 


Shoreham, Vermont 
600 ACRE GENTLEMANA COUNTRY ESTATE 

In the manner of the English Country Estate, 
“Why Not Farm” is a 600± acre working dairy 
farm including a 3,500 sq.ft. main residence, an- 
tique cape with swimming pool, new freestall 
barn and milking parlor plus additional barns, 
400± tillable acres and extensive Lemon Fair 
River and road frontage. $790,000 


Cali Wadę Weathers 802-660-2900 


Chester, Vermont 
CLASSIC GENTLEMANA FARM 

I A quintessential end-of-the-road restored New Eng- 
I land farm on 50+ acres with pond, rolling fields, 
I woodlands and privacy. Features a center-chimney 
I colonial in impeccable condition with five fireplaces, 
I four bedrooms, new kitchen and baths and large 
I master bedroom plus two barns and lovely gardens. 
A gem. $975,000 

Cali Wadę Weathers 802-660-2900 




















Green Mountain Homes 



TheWoodstock 
Corporation VZ/ 



CHARMING 1862 YILLAGE 
CAPE with attached barn, meticu- 
lously restored with imagination, 
excellent taste and ąuality crafts- 
manship. Five bedrooms, three 
baths, random board floors, 
exposed beams, stencilled walls, 
private rear deck and patio, land- 
scaped yard, a real gem, $325,000. 

BLAKE HDLL TOWNHOUSE, 

just east of the village with lovely 
views, heated pool & 30+/- com- 
mon acres. Three bedrooms, three 
baths, living room with FP, deck, 
in immaculate condition and ready 
for holiday occupancy, reasonably 
priced at $205,000. 


HALL CIRCLE, private setting 2A 
miles north of the village, five bed¬ 
rooms, 3 baths, large living room 
opens to kitchen and dining area, 
deck, 16’x24’ family room, attached 
two-car garage, 9.5+/- acres, priced 
to sell, $195,000. 

1994 CAPE, end of town road in 
Pomfret with perennial 
gardens, wading pond & lovely 
views. Three bedrooms, 2A baths, 
office or nursery, living room with 
FP, 16’xl6’ screened porch, two-car 
attached garage, deck, 20+/- acres, 
$260,000. 

WILD APPLE FARM with 57 +/- 
acres, gorgeous long-rangę views 
and extensive road frontage near 
end of maintained road in presti- 
gious Pomfret location. Fifteen- 
room house built in late 1800’s and 
added to in 1940’s, needs TLG. 

The barn has 7 box stalls, run-in 
shed, hay and feed storage, fenced 
paddocks, an unbeatable location, 
$600,000. 


WE SPECIALIZE IN LAND TRACTS. 

CALI WITH YOUR REQl IREMENTS. 

MARILYN L. SPACLDING, PRINCIPAL BROKER 
18 Elm Street • Woodstock, Vermont 05091 
(802) 457-3700 • Fax (802) 457-3715 



ON THE WATĘRFRONT 


BURLINGTON. YERMONT 


For Information or an appointment to view the model cali 

HAR.BOR INYESTMENTS 802.658.0355 


0verlooking, the harbor 
with unparalleled views 
of Lakę Champlain and 
the Adirondacks. 
Features include: 10' 
ceilings, hardwood 
floors, marble entry 
and baths, fireplace, 
pńvate rooftop terrace, 
garage and custom 
finishes throughout. 
Price: $375,000 


Circle Reader Service Number 152 



—RE^rnse— 

RE/MAX Real Estate Services 

1 9 West Street i -888-977-9777 ext.202 

Rutland, Vermont frank@remaxvermont.com 



Vermont Hill Farm 

100 acres of panoramie 
views. Classic early 1800’s 
meticulously restored farm- 
house — wide beamed 
paneled living room with 
fireplace, library, 4 bedrooms, 
3A baths, attached garage, 
barn. Gorgeous hillside set¬ 
ting, near skiing. $349,000. 


Circle Reader Service Number 176 


Discover Vermont’s Best 



UNIQUE 


Early American Charmer 

4 bedroom, VA bath Colonial 
situated on 1+/- acre in Burkę 
Hollow. Beautiful home with 
exposed beams, wood stove, fire- 
place in living room. Many updates 
have been completed. Comes with 
antiąue furniture. Brook frontage. 
#1391 $100,000. 



REAL ESTATE 


Peter D. Watson Agency, Inc. 

Burkę Office: HCR 68, Box 13, East Burkę, VT 05832 
802-467-3939, email: realtor@plainfield.bypass.com 
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In Yermont: 


wrmontLife? 


FIND IT! 



Nationwide: 



• at fine independent 

• Borders Books 


bookstores 

• Encore Books 


PLUS: 

• Hastings Books & 
Records 


• Bames & Noble 

• Lauriats 


• Booklands of Maine 

• Little Professor 


• Books-A-Million 

Booksellers 


• Bookstops 

• Waldenbooks 


If you can’t find Yermont Life , ask the storę clerk for it. If 
you still can’t find it, cali us toll-free at 1-800-455-3399, 
8-4:30 eastern time and ask for Fred Sullivan. We’ll do 
our best to see that Yermont Life is available in your com- 


munity. 



Vermont Life 


6 Baldwin Street, Montpelier, VT 05602 
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Compiled fcyJuDY Powell and Carolan Batchelder 


Notę: All dates are inclusiue. Because the list- 
ings were compiled last autumn, there may be 
changes in limes or dates. Cali organizers to 
confinn. For Information about Vermont, 
contact tbe Vermont Department ofTourism 
and Marketing, 134 State St., Montpelier, VT 
05602, tel. 1-800- VERMONT, or trisit local In¬ 
formation bootbs. To submit euents, contact 
the Vermont Department of Tourism and 
Marketing. For morę information about a 
particular event, cali the phone number in 
the event listing. The area codę for all Ver- 
mont telephones is 802. For an updated ver- 
sion of our euents calendar ; look us up on the 
Internet at www.vtlife.com. 


7Virof/r /Ir 

/Seasow 

Art Cache Gallery, E. Burkę. Tues.-Sat. 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Info: 626-5711. 

• Dec. 1-Jan. 2: Holiday Art Show. 

• Jan. 3-Feb. 1: Snów Enjoyment Art Show. 

• Feb. 7-Mar. 7: Wonders of Winter Art 
Show. 

Barre City Opera House. 4 p.m. 223-4047. 

• Dec. 7: HandePs Messiah. 

• Dec. 11: VSO Holiday Pops Concert. 864- 
5741. 

• Feb. 8 : Nutcrackers, Trumpets & Other 


Toys, winter concert. 

Billings Farm & Museum, Woodstock. 10 
a.m.-4 p.m. 457-2355. 

• Dec. 6-7, 13-14, 20-21, 26-31: Christmas at 
Billings Farm. 

Broinley Mountain Resort, Manchester. 
824-5522. 

• Dec. 20: Demo Day. Also, North American 
Telemark Primer. 

• Dec. 28: Dannon Winter Fest. 

• Jan. 24: Master GS Race. 

• Feb. 7-8: Green Mtn. Snowboard Series. 

• Feb. 14: Fireworks & Torchlight Paradę. 

• Feb. 16: Mountain Dew Vertical Challenge. 

• Feb. 28-Mar. 1: North American Telemark 
Workshop. 

Burkę Mtn. Resort, E. Burkę. 626-3305. 

• Dec. 31: New Year’s Eve Celebration. 

• Jan. 31: Big Air Competition, 1 p.m. Regis. 
10 a.m.-noon. 

• Feb. 14: President s Week Torchlight Pa¬ 
radę, 8 p.m. 

• Feb. 15: Ski-Venger Hunt, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Catamount Arts, St. Johnsbury. 748-2600. 

• Dec. 14: Night Fires Theatre Group. 4 p.m., 
No. Cong. Church, St. Johnsbury. 

• Jan. 17: Fred Garbo Inflatable Theater Co. 

7 p.m., Lyndon Inst. Aud. 

• Jan. 24: Paris Piane> Tric>. _ :3< 1 p.m., S<>. 
Cong. Church, St. Johnsbury. 

• Jan. 31: Buckwheat Zydeco. 8 p.m.. 
Alexander Twilight Theatre, Lyndon State 
College. 


• Feb. 14: Amernet String Quartet. 7:30 p.m.. 
So. Cong. Church, St. Johnsbury. 

Craftsbury Outdoor Center, Craftsbury 
Common. (800) 729-7751. 

• Dec. 7: Opener 2, 5 & 10K freestyle. 10 
a.m. 

• Dec. 19-21: X-C Ski Camp. 

• Jan. 10: Toyota Pro-Am X-C Ski Sprint Cri- 
terium. 

• Jan. 11: X-C Ski Marathon & Jr. Olympic 
Qualifier. 10, 25, 50K. 

• Jan. 16; Feb. 16-22: Family Fun Weekend. 

Crossroads Art Council, Rutland. 7:30 p.m. 
775-5413. 

• Jan. 17: The Chinese Folk Dance Com¬ 
pany. Castleton Fine Ans Center. 

• Feb. 20-21: Livingston Taylor. Okemo Base 
Lodge, Ludlow on the 20th. At Ramshead 
Lodge, Killington on the 21st. 

Fairbanks Museum and Planetarium, St. 
Johnsbury. 748-2372. 

• Dec. 14: Holiday Open House, 1-4 p.m. 

• Dec. 31: First Night at the Museum. Free 
planetarium shows. Open until midnight. 

Flynn Theatre, Burlington. 8 p.m. 863-5966. 

• Dec. 2: Mandy Patinkin in Concert, 7:30 
p.m. 

• Dec. 5: Kate & Anna McGarrigle. 

• Dec. 6 : Danny Hoch in “Evolution of a 
Homeboy.” 

• Dec. 14: “A Christmas Carol,” 7 p.m. 

• Jan. 9: Don Byron's “Bug Musie.” 

• Jan. 16-17: Flynn StoryFest. 8 p.m. the 



Rosę Apple Acres Farm, No. Troy/Jerry LeBlond 

NORTHERN YERMONT 


Sleigh 

Dashing through the snów in a car isn’t much fun. But try dashing in a one-horse (or two- 
horse) open sleigh, with bells a-jingle, reins snapping and snów in the air! 

Whether it’s a group ride at a major resort, or a romantic ride for two on a back road, there 
are few things that better capture the essence of a Vermont winter. 

We’ve pulled together a sampling of sleigh rides around the State. Each stable, inn, or resort 
offers different attractions; some have broad views, others old-timey trappings and Victorian 
sleighs, still others offer the beauty of the wintry woods. One even features a stop at a log 
cabin. 

All are a wonderful way to enjoy winter. There are undoubtedly many morę than we’ve 
been able to round up here. Prices vary widely (from $5 to $85), usually depending upon the 
size of the group. Most rides reąuire reservations, so cali ahead! 


Craftsbury Common • Win¬ 
ter Wonderland Sleigh 
Rides, (802) 755-6280. 

Hinesburg • Harry Russell, 
(802) 482-2498. 

Jeffersonville • Vermont 
Horse Park, Smugglers’ 
Notch Stables, (802) 644- 
5347. 

Lyndonyille • Wildflower 
Inn, (800) 627-8310. 

North Troy • Rosę Apple 
Acres Farm Bed Sc Break- 
fast, (802) 988-4300. 

Shelburne • Shelburne 
Farms, (802) 985-8442. 


Stowe • Charlie Horse Sleigh 
and Carriage Rides, Top- 
notch Resort, (802) 253- 
2215. • Edson Hill Stable, 
(802) 253-7371. • Stowehof 
Inn, (802) 253-9722 • 

Trapp Family Lodge, (802) 
253-8511. 

CENTRAL VERMONT 

Castleton • Pond Hill Ranch, 
(802) 468-5259. 

Chittenden • Mountain Top 
Inn, 05737; (802) 483-2311. 

Pittsfield • The Pittsfield Inn, 
(802) 746-8943. 


Plymouth • Hawk Inn Sc 
Mountain Resort, (802) 672- 
3811 . 

Waitsfield • Lareau Farm 
Inn, (800) 833-0766. 

White River Jct. • Timber 
Village, (802) 295-2910. 

Woodstock • Billings Farm Sc 
Museum, (802) 457-2221. • 
Kedron Valley Stables, (802) 
457-1480. 

SOUTHERN VERMONT 

Brattleboro • Bailey Fair 
Winds Farm, (802) 254- 
9067. 


Landgrove • Karl Pfister, 
(802) 824-6320. 

Peru • Horses for Hire, (802) 
824-3750. 

Pownal • Valley View Horses 
Sc Tack Shop, (802) 823- 
4649. 

Rupert • Merck Forest Sc 
Farmland Center, (802) 394- 
7836. 

Shaftsbury • Petticoat Car¬ 
riage Sc Trail Rides, (802) 
447-0506. 

Wilmington • Adams Farm. 
(802) 464-3762. 
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l6th; 2 p.m. the 17th. 

• Jan. 25: Vt. Youth Orchestra Winter Con- 
cert, 3 p.m. 658-3199. 

• Jan. 29: Merce Cunningham Dance Co., 

7:30 p.m. 

• Feb. 1: “Stuff,” 2 p.m. 

• Feb. 6: “Fires in the Mirror.” 

• Feb. 13: From the Bayou to Bourbon 
Street: Beausoleil, Geno Delafose, The 
Dirty Dozen. 

• Feb. 26: Guitar Summit: Herb Ellis, Michael 
Hedges, Sharon Isbin, Rory Błock, 7:30 
p.m. 

• Feb. 27: “Damn Yankees.” 

Gallery North Star, Manchester. Daily 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. 362-4541. 

• Dec. 28-Jan. 11: Holiday Group Show. Fea- 
tures 40 Vt. artists. 

• Feb. 14-Mar. 1: Show of New Works. Wa- 
tercolor still life, oil landscapes & sculp- 
tures. 

Green Mountain Audubon Naturę Center, 

Huntington. 434-3068. 

• Dec. 17: Presents for the Birds, preschool 
program, 1 p.m. 

• Dec. 20: Winter Solstice Celeb., 7:30 p.m. 

• Feb. 7, 21: Owi Walk, 7 p.m. 

Green Mountain Flyer, Bellows Falls. Train 
rides. 463-3069. 

• Dec. 13-14, 20: Santa Express. 

• Feb. 14: Valentine’s Day Special. 

Helen Day Art Center, Stowe. Daily noon-5 
p.m., except Sun. and Mon.; open daily 
except Mon. in Dec. 253-7321. 

• Dec. 6-Jan. 4: Festival of the Christmas 
Trees. 

• Dec. 12: Sounds of Christmas Caroling, 7 
p.m. 

• Dec. 13: Family Day. 

Hildene, Manchester. 362-1788. 

• Dec. 27-29: Candlelight Tours, 5-9 p.m. 

Middlebury College Center for the Arts. 

443-5007. 

• Dec. 5; Jan. 9, Jan. 16, Feb. 20: Naturę Per- 
fected: The Story of the Garden, video se- 
ries. 4 p.m. 

• Jan. 6-Feb. 8: Nancy Graves: Excavations in 
Print, exhibit. 

• Jan. 6-Apr. 26: Spirituality, Ecology & the 
Artistic Imagination, exhibit. 

Montshire Museum of Science, Norwich. 
10:30 a.m.-3 p.m. 649-2200. 

• Feb. 14: Igloo Build. 

Mount Snów Resort, W. Dover. 800-245- 
SNOW. 

• Dec. 6-7: Demo Day Weekend. 

• Dec. 21: Mountain Dew Vertical Challenge. 

• Dec. 27; Feb. 12: Holiday Fireworks Ex- 
travaganza. 

• Feb. 28-Mar. 1: Boarderfest ’97-’98 Finals. 

Night Fires. Combines musie, poetry, story- 

telling, dance & drama. 863-1024. 

• Dec. 11: Unitarian Church, Rutland. 8 p.m. 

• Dec. 12-13: Unitarian Church, Burlington. 8 
p.m. 

• Dec. 14: North Cong. Church, St. Johns- 
bury. 4 p.m. 

• Dec. 16: Bethany United Church of Christ, 
Montpelier. 8 p.m. 

• Dec. 18-20: St. Stephen’s Epis. Church, 
Middlebury. Fri. 8:30 p.m.; Sat. 6 & 9 p.m.; 
Sun. 8 p.m. 

Okemo Mtn. Resort, Ludlow. 228-4041. 

• Dec. 13: Mountain Dew Vertical Challenge. 

• Dec. 20-21: Dannon Winterfest. 

• Dec. 29; Feb. 16: Torchlight Paradę & Fire¬ 
works Display, 7:30 p.m. 

• Dec. 30; Feb. 20: Sugar-on-snow Celebra- 



Snowsfooe 

Dcttj 

February 21 

The recent revolution in snowshoe de¬ 
sign has brought renewed popularity to 
this traditional Vermont sport. One of the 
best ways to get out and walk this winter 
is at the Green Mountain Club’s popular 
Snowshoe Day. 

The day-long event, held every winter 
at GMC headąuarters on Route 100 in 
Waterbury Center, is co-sponsored by 
Tubbs Snowshoe Co., just up the road in 
Stowe. 

There are workshops on every aspect 
of snowshoeing — including how to 
make a pair — and hikes for all levels of 
ability: short naturę walks for beginners, 
or a climb on CameLs Hump or Mount 
Mansfield for the advanced. Beginning 
instruction is available. There will also be 
igloo building and other fun winter activ- 
ities, led by the Green Mountain Club’s 
outdoor experts. 

This winter, Snowshoe Day will be 
held on Feb. 21, from 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. 
The GMC Headąuarters is located in a 
large red barn on the west side of Route 
100, a bit north of Waterbury Center. 
Registration is $4 for members of the 
Green Mountain Club, $6 for non-mem- 
bers. Bring your own snowshoes, if you 
have them. If not, the registration fee in- 
cludes a snowshoe rental at no additional 
cost. 

The Green Mountain Club and its local 
sections also sponsor winter hikes, tele¬ 
mark skiing, ski tours and other activities 
during the winter. For morę information 
about Snowshoe Day or other GMC 
events, telephone (802) 244-7037. 


tion, 11 a.m. 

• Jan. 3: Molson Rocks the Mountain. 

• Jan. 10-11: NYNEX Luge Challenge. 

• Jan. 24-25: USASA Halfpipe & Slopestyle 
Snowboard Event. 

• Feb. 7: Kahlua Ski & Snowboard Festival. 

• Feb. 14: Valentine’s Day Celebration. 

• Feb. 21: USSA Freestyle Ski Meet. 

• Feb. 28-Mar. 1: World Ski Assoc. Event 
Tour. 

Shelburne Museum. 985-3346. 

• Dec. 6-7: Celebrations of the Season. Sat. 
5-9 p.m.; Sun. 2-5 p.m. 

Sheldon Museum, Middlebury. 10 a.m.-4 


p.m. 388-2117. 

• Dec. 6-31: "A Glimpse of Christmas Past." 
Open house Dec. 6-7. 

• Dec. 6-31: Paintings and Prints by Phyllis 
Demong. 

• I)e< l c lloliday Stroił, 4:30-7:30 p.m 
Reservations. 

Southern Vermont Art Center, Manchester. 
Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m.-4 p.m.; closed Sun. 362- 
1405. 

• Dec. 6 : The Scottish Winter Bali. 6:30 p.m.. 
Equinox Hotel. 

• Dec. 13-Jan. 7: The Winter Solstice Show. 

Stowe Mountain Resort. 253-3000. 

• Dec. 8-10: USOC Ski Challenge. 

• Dec. 11: Breakfast of Champions & Leg 
Burner 100 Competition. 

• Dec. 13-14: Demo Days. 

• Feb. 2-6: National Women’s Ski & Snow¬ 
board Week. 

UVM Lane Series, Recital Hall, Burlington. 8 

p.m. 656-4455. 

• Dec. 3: A Victorian Christmas Concert. 
Reading of A Christmas Carol and the 
UVM Catamount Singers. 7 p.m., Ira Allen 
Chapel, UVM, Burlington. 

• Dec. 10: Hesperus, concert. Holiday musie 
from around the world. 

• Jan. 28: Bente Kahan in Voices from Tere- 
sienstadt. Norwegian/Jewish singer & ac- 
tress. 

• Feb. 6 : Borromeo String Quartet. 

• Feb. 11. The Acting Company in Romeo & 
Juliet , 7 p.m., Flynn Theatre. 

• Feb. 20: Leoncavallo National Opera of 
Italy in Cavalleria Rusticana. Flynn Theatre. 

Vermont Clay Studio, Montpelier. Mon.-Fri. 
10 a.m .-6 p.m.; Sat. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 223- 
4220. 

• Dec. 1-31: Masterful Mugs, exhibit. 

• Dec. 31: First Night. Try the potteris wheel 
or hand building. 

• Jan. 1-30: Exhibit by British Potter Ara 
Cardew. 

• Feb. 2-27: Emerging Artists of the U.S., ex- 
hibit. 

• Feb. 27: Clay Whistles by Mary Stone, 
demonstration. 7-9 p.m. 

Vt. Mozart Festival, Burlington. 800-639- 
9097. 

• Dec. 11: Christmas Concert. 7:30 p.m., 
Stowe Community Church. 

• Dec. 12: Christmas Concert. 8 p.m., lst 
Cong. Church, Burlington. 

• Dec. 27: Holiday in Vienna. 8 p.m., Sugar- 
bush Sports Center, Warren. 

• Jan. 23: Paris Piano Trio Concert. 8 p.m.. 
lst Cong. Church, Burlington. 

Vermont Symphony Orchestra Concerts, 
Flynn Theatre, Burlington. 864-5741. 

• Dec. 11: Holiday Pops, Barre Opera 
House. 

• Dec. 12-13: Holiday Pops. 

• Dec. 14: Holiday Pops, College of St. 
Joseph’s, Rutland. 

• Dec. 19: HandeLs Messiah , North Country 
Union H.S., Newport. 

• Dec. 20: HandePs Messiah , Windsor H.S. 

• Dec. 21: HandePs Messiah , Manchester 
Cong. Church. 

• Dec. 31: First Night. 

• Jan. 30: Singer Tish Hinojosa. 

• Jan. 3T Russian Fireworks. 

• Feb. 7: Waltz Night, Sheraton Hotel. 
Burlington. 

T.W. Wood Art Gallery, Vt. College, Mont¬ 
pelier. Noon-4 p.m., Tues.-Sun. 828-8743. 

• Dec. 13: Kellogg-Hubbard play. 
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• Thru Dec. 20: “Thomas Waterman Wood: A 
Centennial Celebration.” 


Winter 

Carwtrafe 

Jan. 16-19: Burkę Mtn. Resort Winter Car- 
nival. 626-3305. 

Jan. 27-Feb. 1: Sto we Winter Carnival. 253- 
7321. 

Jan. 30-Feb. 8: Mad River Valley Winter 
Carnival. Sugarbush Resort, Warren. 583- 
2381. 

Feb. 21-Mar. 1: Brattleboro Winter Carni- 
val. 258-2511. 

Feb. 27-28 Middlebury College Winter 
Carnival. 388-4356. 


Siecią? 

Eeerrts 


DECEMBER 


Nov. 26-Jan. 3: Essexjct. Fest. of Lights. 6 
p.m., Champlain Valley Expo. 878-5545. 

Nov. 29-Dec. 31 The Nights Before Christ- 
mas. Holiday activities in Wilmington, 

West Dover, Whitingham, Jacksonville & 
Halifax. Cali for times. 464-8092. 

5: St. Johnsbury Memory Tree Lighting & 
Memory Book Reading. Courthouse Park 
and Fuller Hall, St. Johnsbury Academy. 
748-3861 Rochester Poetry Reading. 8 
p.m., Artists’ Guild. 767-3335. 

5-7: Days of Grace Weekend: Explore Ver- 
monfs Early Winter Landscape. Arling- 
ton, Dorset, Manchester. 867-4455. Brattle- 


boro’s Holly Days. Caroling, hot cider, 
morę. 254-4565. 

6: Christmas Fair. 9:30 a.m., Thompson Se¬ 
nior Ctr., Woodstock. 457-3277. So. Hero 
Christmas Bazaar. 10 a.m., Cong. Church. 
372-5241. Stowe Christmas Fair. 9:30 
a.m., Community Church. 253-7257. 

Dorset Village Tree Lighting. 5 p.m. 867- 
5715. 

6-7: St. Johnsbury Christmas Market. 80+ 

juried artisans. 10 a.m., Middle Sch. Gym. 
626-5836. A Middlebury Christmas. 
Highlights include performance of Service 
of Lessons & Carols at Mead Chapel, Festi- 
val of Wreaths at Ctr. for the Arts, and 
much morę. 388-7951 or 800-733-8376. 

6, 13: Christmas Inn Tours. Tour historie 
inns of Manchester Village: 1811 House, 
Equinox Hotel, Inn at Manchester, Reluc- 
tant Panther, Village Country Inn, Wilbur- 
ton Inn. 1-4 p.m. (800) 370-0300. 

7: Vermont’s Largest and Greatest Potluck 
Supper. Hors d’oeurves at Hildene, dinner 
at the Equinox Hotel, dancing & dessert at 
the First Cong. Church, Manchester. 4-11 
p.m. Cali for tickets. 1-888-DECEMBR. Fair 
Haven Old-Fashioned Christmas Celeb. 
5:30 p.m., on the green. 235-2144. Christ¬ 
mas Open House. 1-4 p.m., Rokeby Mu- 
seum, Ferrisburgh. 877-3406. 

12-13: Christmas Craft & Holiday Food 
Fair. Fri. 6 p.m.; Sat. 10 a.m., Rutland H.S. 
gym. 287-2460. St. Lucia’s Festival of 
Lights. Arlington. 375-6516. 

12-14: Woodstock Wassail Celeb. Paradę, 
caroling, morę. 457-3555. 

13: White River Jct. Turkey Supper. 4:30 
p.m., United Meth. Church. 295-2697. 
Coolidge Christmas Open House. 10 
a.m., Plymouth. 672-3773. (See story on 
pages 18). Overture to Christmas. Cali 
for details. Chester. 875-2939. Mont- 



Outstanding Camping 
Enjoy some of Vermont's 
finest outdoor settings. 

Naturę Programs 
Select parks offer educational 
programs and activities 
with trained naturalists. 

Summer Series 
Our annual festival features 
a variety of performers in 
unique park settings. 

Year-Round Recreation 
Even after our busy summer 
season is over and park offices 
close, you can still enjoy the 
State Parks for snowshoeing, 
hiking, primitive camping, 
X-country skiing, and other 
winter sports. 

Reserve Your Campsite! 
Make your 1998 reservations 
starting January 6th. 



FORESTS, PARKS & RECREATION 

YERMONT 



AGENCY OF NATURA!. RESOURCES 


Visit Vermont State Parks 
on the Web! 

http: //www. s ta t e. vt. u s/a n r/f p r/ 
E-mail: parks@fpr.anr.state.vt.us 


For free information 
please cali 802.241.3655 


Circle Reader Service Number 123 



C7 u Itiiicttirtfj The IYIintl 

Life in 19th Century Vermont was not always sweet. Consider 
the case of Clark Shipman, who went to Montana to home- 
stead, but left behincl an embittered wife. Augusta Perham 
Shipman did eventually join her husband out west — 
nine years later! And once there, she helped him estab- 
lish a 7,000-acre Montana empire. 

The Shipman story will be told at a lecture in the 
Danville School auditorium at 7 p.m. on Jan. 13- His- 
torians Linda Peavy and Ursula Smith will quote ex- 
tensively from actual letters in this presentation, spon- 
sored by the Vermont Council on the Humanities. 

The Humanities Council sponsors a wide variety of 
winter lectures and book discussions. Among them are 
programs on the Harlem Renaissance, the literaturę of the 
Far North, and Myra Colby Bradwell, the first woman lawyer 
in the United States (who was born near Manchester). Ali are 
free and open to the public. 

The Harlem Renaissance, discussion, focusing on various works of African-American 
writers, will be held at the Dorothy Alling Memoriał Library in Williston on Mondays: 
Nov. 17, Dec. 8, and Jan. 5, at 7 p.m. Books on loan in advance, cali Rickie Emerson, 
(802) 878-4918. 

Ultima Thule: Literaturę of the Far North, discussion, will review various works of na- 
tive and urban cultures related to Arctic and near-Arctic regions. The discussion series 
will be held at the Kreitzberg Library at Norwich University in Northfield, Thursdays: 
Nov. 6, Dec. 4, Jan. 22, Feb. 19, and Mar. 19, at noon. Books on loan in advance, cali 
Kati Dana at (802) 485-7622. 

Myra Colby Bradwell, lecture by Nancy Nahra. The struggle of America’s first female 
lawyer makes a fascinating story. Burlington Klifa Club, 342 Pearl Street, Thursday, Mar. 
19, 2 p.m. 
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gomery Holiday Happiness. Hay or 

sleigh rides, caroling, morę. 1 p.m., Main 
St. 326-4583. St. Lucia Fest. & Bakę Sale. 
10 a.m., United Church of Christ, Ran- 
dolph. 728-5719. Bennington Christmas 
Tea. 3 p.m., St. Peters Church. 442-2911. 
14: Dorset Historie Village Tour & Tast- 
ing. 1 p.m. 867-4455. 

31: First Night, Montpelier. 229-9408. First 
Night, Burlington. 863-6005. First Night, 
St. Johnsbury. 748-4561. First Night, 
Bennington. 447-3311. Last Night, Brat- 
tleboro. 254-5808. 


JANUARY 


27-29: Vt. Farm Show. Barre Aud. 828-2433. 


FEBRUARY 


13-15: Burlington Winter Festival. Various 
downtown locations. 864-0123. 


Arts & 
3Tusic 

(See also Through the Season) 


DECEMBER 


5: HandeLs Messiah. 8 p.m., St. Augustine’s 
Church, Montpelier. 223-4047. 

6: Beyond The Unicom II Craft Fair. 9 

a.m., Riverside Middle Sch., Springfield. 
885-3579 Community Christmas Carol¬ 
ing Party. 5 p.m., Washington Baptist 
Church. 883-5509. 

6-7: The Toys Take Over Christmas , play. 
10 a.m., 2 & 6 p.m., Royall Tyler Theatre, 
UVM, Burlington. 656-2094. Bennington 
County Chorał Society Concert. Sat. 8 
p.m.; Sun. 3 p.m., St. Peter’s Epis. Church. 
518-686-4672. 

7: HandeTs Messiah . By Rutland Area Cho- 
rus. 3:30 & 7 p.m., Grace Cong. United 
Church of Christ, Rutland. 775-4301. 

12-14: The Nutcracker. 8 p.m., Smith Ctr. 

for the Arts, Manchester. 362-0759. 

14: A Community Christmas . 7:30 p.m., 


Weston’s Old Parish Church, followed by 
caroling at the Weston Playhouse. 824- 
8167. 

24: Candlelight Christmas Eve Service. 

6:30 p.m., Washington Baptist Church. 883- 
5509. 

28: Manchester Musie Festival’s Holiday 
Concert. First Cong. Church. Cali for time. 
362-1956. 


JANUARY 


10; Feb. 28: Bluegrass Concerts. Cali for 
time. Weston Playhouse. 824-6674. 

17: Chinese Folk Dance Co. 8 p.m., Fine 
Arts Ctr., Castleton College. 775-5413. 


FEBRUARY 


8: Mardi Gras Costume Bali. 8 p.m., Han¬ 
cock Town Hall. 767-4770. Local & Young 
Artists Series. Vocal & instrumental talent. 
4 p.m., lst Cong. Church, Springfield. 885- 
2454. 


Oatdoors 
& Stjłor-ts 

(See also Through the Season) 


DECEMBER 


13-14: Snocross World Series Snowmobile 
Races. Haystack Resort, Wilmington. 800- 
245-SNOW. 

20: Vermonters Ski Free Day. Woodstock 
Ski Touring Ctr. 457-6674. 


JANUARY 


11: Ski Fest ’98. Learn to cross-country ski. 
Catamount Family Center, Williston. 658- 
3313. 

17-18: Harriman Reservoir Ice Fishing 
Derby. Whitingham. 368-2773. 

31: Brookfield Ice Harvest. 10:30 a.m., 
Floating Bridge. 276-3959. 

31-Feb. 1: Telemark Festival. Haystack Re¬ 
sort, Wilmington. 800-245-SNOW. 



Green Mountain 

TRADER 

To advertise write: 
Vermont Life Classifieds, 

PO Box 283, Vergennes, VT 03491; 
or cali 802-877-2262 

Closing Dates: 

Spring Issue: Dec. 6 . 
Summer Issue: March 15. 


Adventure/Outdoor 


VERMONT’S VALLEY OF THE MAD RIVER | = 
SNOWSHOER’S PARADISE. Duxbury, More- 
town, Waitsfield, Fayston and Warren. Lodging 
information and free trail map. 1-888-HIKE 


Antiques 


MARIE MILLER QUILTS 

19th cenłury and 
early 20th century 

Rt. 30, Dorset, VT. 
802-867-5969 

CATALOG $7.00 
www.antiquequilts.com 


Bed & Breakfast 


PLUM DOOR B&B, STOWE. Near Village. 
Cozy, 1 w/fp. Private baths, kitchen & LR. Rea- 
sonable. 1-800-258-PLUM. 


Books 


My Little Life 

A girl growing up in the Forties 

A book by Jane E. Bryant 

A great Vermont gift any time of year. 
$14.95 (plus $2.00 S&H) 
Northfield Printeiy, 10 East Street 
Northfleld. Vt 05663 

No CODs/credit cards (VT residents add 5% tax) 


FINE BOOKS & OLD PRINTS bought/sold. 
Lyrical Ballad Bookstore, Antiquarian Booksellers 
sińce 1971. 7 & 9 Phila St., Saratoga Springs, NY 
12866,(518) 584-8779. 

THE VERMONT POLITICAL TRADITION. 
Colorful, insightful, well illustrated. A must for 
anyone interested in Vermont history. Adopted by 
many schools and colleges. $l6+s/h. Contact 
William Doyle, Murray Road, Montpelier, VT 
05602, 802-223-2851. 

VERMONT PEOPLE is the Vermonter’s favorite 
gift book, autographed by award-winning photog- 
rapher Peter Miller. Hardcover, 128 pages of duo- 
tone photographs and text. Credit cards. 

800-356-9315. 


STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP, MANAGEMENT and 
CIRCULATION 
(Reąuired by 39 U.S.C. 3685) 

VERMONT LIFE; #4241; Datę of filing: Sept. 29,1997; Quarterly, four issues per year; 
$14.95 per year. 

Office of publication and generał business office: 6 Baldwin St., Montpelier, Washing¬ 
ton County, VT 05602-2713. 

Publisher: Agency of Commerce & Community Development, Montpelier, VT 05602. 
Editor: Thomas K. Slayton, 6 Baldwin St., Montpelier, VT 05602. 

Managing Editor: Linda Dean Paradee, 6 Baldwin St., Montpelier, VT 05602. 

Owner: State of Vermont. 

Known bondholders, etc.: nonę. 

CIRCULATION — 

Average number of copies per issue: Press run, 108,461. Sales through dealers, 17,926. 
Paid mail subscriptions, 69,740. Total paid circulation, 87,666. Free by mail, 421. Free 
by other, 2,575. Total free, 2,996. Total distribution, 90,662. Office use, etc., 2,080. Re- 
turns from dealers, 15,719. Total, 108,461. Percent paid, 96.70. 

Single issue nearest to filing datę (Autumn 1997): 

Press run, 110,253. Sales through dealers, 22,538. Paid mail subscriptions, 67,091. Total 
paid circulation, 89,629. Free by mail, 437. Free by other, 2,850. Total free, 3,287. Total 
distribution, 92,916. Office use, etc., 3,240. Returns from dealers, 14,097. Total, 110,253. 
Percent paid, 96.50. 

Fred Sullivan, s/s Business Manager. 
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Elderly Services 


SURROGATE SON: Bill Kilgour, certified in 
gerontology and an LNA. Liaison between the in¬ 
dependent elder and their caring family. Resource- 
ful personal attention. Take the first step, cali 
802-863-5300. 


Fine Art 


PAVILION COURT STUDIO 

WATERCOLORLS” 

by Jane Ann Brooks 

ofYOUR HOME • 
PORCH • GARDEN 

•color brochure available • $2 


I I 1 I I I I 1 I I 1 I I I I I I 1 I I I I I I I I 

802-875-2662 

RR1, Box 254, Chester, VT 05143 


Handcrafter 


CUSTOM BOTANICAL LAMP SHADES. For 
color examples: C&J Hobbies, POB 252, Ver- 
gennes, VT 05491, (802) 877-2997. 


Lodging 


SKIING SUGARBUSH? Cozy Inn rooms, beau- 
tiful condominiums, reasonable rates. The Christ- 
mas Tree. 800-535-5622. 


Mail Order 


REAL SPIDER WEBS mounted on pine plaąnes. 
Great holiday gift. Mail order/ retail shop open 
weekends. Brochure: KnighPs Spider Web Farm, 
P.O. Box 420, Williamstown, VT 05679-0420. 
802-433-5568. 

SCENIC NOTECARDS & PHOTO PRINTS 
of Vermont and northern New England. Cali 1- 
800-737-8145 for free catalog. Photography by 
Andre Konstant. 

VERMONT FIDDLE TUNES played by dance 
fiddler David Carpenter and friends. 31 Tunes. 
Cassette $11.50, CD $16.50 PPD. MC/VISA/ 
Check. 802-426-3331. P.O. Box 93, Cabot, VT 
05647. 

VERMONT HANDCRAFTED GIFTS. Free 
Catalog: Spotlight on Vermont. P.O. Box 926, 
Williston, VT 05495-0926. 802-351-2939. 


Maps 


TOPOGRAPHIC USGS MAPS ON CD-ROM. 
View, annotate, measure distances, print. GPS 
compatible. Imagine — the entire State on your 
PC. Free Demo at www.earthvisions.com or cali 
Earthvisions: 800-627-7236. 


Musie 


ACCORDIONS, BUTTON BOXES, Concerti- 
nas, New, Used, Buy, Trade, Repairs. Catalogues 
$5.00. Castiglione, Box 40 VT, Warren, Mich. 
48090, 1-810-755-6050. 


Stoves 


AGA Cookers 


Ali cast iron construction for better 
tasting food. Two sizes. Ten porcelain 
enaniel colors. Three types of fuel. 
Send $2 for 16 page color brochure. 

Classic Cookers*RD3 Box 180-307B 
Montpelier,VT 05602 *802-223-3620 
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Real Estate 


Vermont Property Owners Report 

A bimonthly newsletter for owners and buyers of 
Vermont real estate. We cover market trends, tax 
and legał matters, State news, and morę. $44/year. 
Refund if not satisfied. Send check to: 

VP()R, Dept. G, P.O. Box 1110, Montpelier, VT 05601 
(To order by credit card, cali 802-229-2433) 


BROOKS H. BARRON R.E. 1997 marks my 
30th year of offering country property statewide. 
Please cali (802) 767-3398 and Pil help you. 

EXCLUSIVE MAIN STREET, ST. JOHNS- 
BURY, VT HOME. 1868 Italianate Victorian; 14 
rooms, 4 bedrooms, 2 baths. Formal dining room 
w/hand carved oak wainscoting. Library w/fire- 
place. Pillard entrance & veranda. Cupola. 2 car 
garage. Office/apartment w/separate entry. Private 
grounds w/pond & waterfall. $229,000. VT Prop¬ 
erty Search 802-748-1421. Photos & spees. avail- 
able. 

LAKĘ FRONT LAND as seen on Autumn 1997 
Vermont Lifec over and pages 42+43. One acre 
building lot, $60,000. 802-633-3516. 

NEWFANE: Lovely, c. 1820, 3 bedroom, 3 bath 
farmhouse, 30 quiet, totally private acres, views, 
road’s end. $225,000. Granger Real Estate. 
802-365-7600. www.sover.net/-yes 

NORTH-CENTRAL VERMONT: Morristown: 
1.8 acres in Sterling Valley, softwoods, road, septic 
plans. $19,900. Wolcott: 10.3 wooded acres, town 
road, power. Borders State land. $18,000, terms. 
Wolcott: 92-800+/- acres, mixed woods, Green 
River, road frontage. $65,000 - $429,000. Marble 
Real ty. 1-800-439-3418, 802-888-3418. 

OUTSTANDING HOME NEAR LAKĘ 
CHAMPLAIN, 4BR, 3^ bath, 7 yrs. old, 10+ 
acres, $425,000.00. (802) 758-2324 for brochure. 

QUINTESSENTIAL COUNTRY STORĘ His¬ 
torie J.J. Hapgood Storę, Peru, for sale. Estab- 
lished 1827, completely renovated 1976. Featured 
in movie Baby Boom. Charming owner’s quarters. 
$219,000. Phoenix Business Properties. 
802-447-2140. 

UPSCALE AND COUNTRY specialty hardgoods 
and clothing storę. Located in desirable 4 season 
vacation area in NH. Showcase building at “best 
location.” Enjoyable business, very fairly priced, 
terms. Broker 603-526-6403. 

\TCTORIAN CHURCH CIRCA 1880, Intact 
sanctuary. Bell. Pews. Attached 2BR/1BA living 
space. 3/4 acre lot. Trees, garden, brook. North¬ 
east Kingdom, Vermont. $105,000. 

(802) 584-4450. 

THE WOODSTOCK CORPORATION ofifers 
complete real estate services in and about the 
Woodstock area. 18 Elm St., Woodstock, VT 
05091. (802) 457-3700. 


VERMONT PROPERTIES FOR SALE BY 
OWNER. Classic Home, Parcels 5 to 450 acres, 
and more...all near Woodstock, VT Law School, 
Dartmouth. Tel: (802) 763-7716, 

Fax: (802) 763-2625. email: yisroel@sover.net 
http//www.sover.net/-yisroel 


Retirement Community 


INDEPENDENT-LIVING IN VERMONT. 
Reasonably priced, ONE & TWO BEDROOM 
CONDOMINIUMS. Hot meals served daily. Cali 
or Write: The Terraces, Shelburne, VT 05482, 
(800) 985-2472. 

ECHOING THE CLASSIC CHARACTER of a 
traditional New England community, Village 
Green Communities in Essex and Colchester, Ver- 
mont are active adult neighborhoods of detached 
homes and condominiums. Homeowners enjoy a 
variety of amenities including walking trails, gar- 
dens and facilities for dining, exercise and commu¬ 
nity gatherings. Now accepting reservations for 
1998 occupancy. For morę information, please 
cali: New England Village Communities at 
802.655.5706. 


Seruices 


PERSONALIZED HELP FOR SENIORS with 
your in-state needs (paperwork, open/close up vac. 
home, housing options, estate sales, etc.). Cali 
Conrad Hughson at Self Help Services for specifics 
and free brochure. 802-387-4223. 

FORGETTING IMPORTANT DATES? Life- 
time reminder service. Guthrie, 802-434-2663 or 
1-800-927-2527x03953. 


Yacation Rentals 


2 BEDROOM FULLY FURNISHED near ski ar- 
eas, direct access to V.A.S.T. trails. Working farm 
vacation, sleigh rides included. Perry Farm, 
Brownington, VT. $350/ week. (802) 754-2396. 

FREE VACATION RENTAL GUIDE with hun- 
dreds of Vermont vacation rentals. 802-229-2433. 
Web site: http://www.vermontproperty.com 

FREE VERMONT RENTALS MAGAZINE. 
State’s largest guide to hundreds of photo listings 
of OWNERS HOMES. 2nd guide covers 
Martha’s Vineyard, Nantucket & Cape Cod. Cali 
1-800-628-0558 or see rentals in color at 
http://cyberrentals.com 

LOOKOUT FARM, Woodstock, VT. Private 
home. Spectacular views, limiriously furnished, 

802-425-3515. 

MACBAIN HOMESTEAD FARM VACA- 
TIONS. Rooms and 3 bedroom apartment. 
Working farm. Heart of Foliage. Skiing, hiking & 
snowmobiling. Non-smoking. No pets, please. 
Reasonable rates. R.D. 1 Box 99, West Danville, 
VT 05873. 802-563-2025. 

STOWE CHALETS AND CONDOMINIUMS 
for the discriminating vacationer. Simoneau Re- 
alty, P.O. Box 1291, Stowe, VT 05672. 

(802) 253-4623. 

STOWE COUNTRY RENTALS. Vacation 
homes/condos nestled in and around the charming 
village of Stowe. Cali 800-639-1990/ 
802-253-8132. 
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Picture Postscript 



Albert J. Marro/Rutland Herald 


he sledding was excellent when Rutland Herald photogra- 
pher Albert J. Marro visited the cloistered nuns of the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary Benedictine Monastery in 
Westfield, near the Canadian border. The nuns live quiet lives of 
prayer except during their two-and-a-half-hour recreation break, and 
even then their experience is probably morę spiritual than ours would 
be. "You should try this in the moonlight," Sister Marie-Bemard 
told reporter Kristin Bloomer. "It's out of this world!" ^ 
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When you*re looking for morę than just furniture, 

There’s Someplace Like Home 


Moose Creek Ltd. North, 

10 State Rr. 149 
Lakę George, NY 12845 
Adirondack Northway (L87) Exit 20 
(Corner Rt. 9 and 149) 
Mon.-Sat. 10-6, Sunday 1-5 
(518) 745-7340 
FAX (518) 745-7513 


Moose Creek Ltd., 

1592 Central Avenue 
Albany, NY 12205 

Just west of the Adirondack Northway 
(1-87), Exit 2W 
Mon.-Sat. 10-6 

(518) 869-0049 
FAX (518) 869-3785 


Fine and Uniąue Home Furnishings, Accessories and Gifts 
Complete Interior Design Services. 


Shot on location at Great Camp Sagatnore. Interior Design, by Moose Creek Principles, Patricia DeMento and Stephen M omrow. 
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Watch The Dogs Run. Play Golf. 
Get a New Outlook on Ice. 


inter is known as a season 
of celebration in Vermont. The festivities 
begin long before Christmas, and continue 
right through the first quarter of the new year. 
You can take in the Manchester tree lighting 
on the village green, tour their historie 
inns, and enjoy Vermont's "Largest 
and Greatest" potluck supper, 
featuring hors d'oeuvres at Hildene, 
dinner at the Equinox, and dancing 
at the First Congregational Church. 

Sled dog races are just one of the 
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activities at winter carnivals in 
Stowe, Warren, and Brattleboro. 
Along the roads, the ice sculptures 
created for these events are truły a 
sight to behold. And, if you think 
golf is a craze reserved only for 
summer, you must see how the gamę is 
played with white stuff all around. 

Check the complete listing of winter events in this issue 
of Vermont Life -and start packing. Because winter is a 
time you're bound to warm up to in Yermont. 


YERMONT 



For a guide to historie sites and a Vermont Winter Guide, cali 

i-8oo-VERMONT, ext. 616D 

Circle Reader Service Number 117 

\ ermont Department of Tourism & Marketing, Dept. 616 D, 134 State Street, Montpelier, VT 03602 • httpi/^www. travel-vermont.com 


it will change the way 
you look at things 













